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.D  POLICY. 


FRENCH  TO  AID  ASSYRIANS. 


sne  Is  Firmly  Settlement  In  Guiana  Is  Proposed 
President.  by  Former  Governor. 


3  of  President 
-ollcy  would  be  the 
Jerate  change”  In 
ucture  rather  than 
ney  inflation,”  in 
eidward  A.  Filene, 

study  the  situation 
of  affairs  the  more 
I  with  the  President 
icy,”  Mr.  Filene  said 
w  at  the  Hotel  Corn- 
day,  in  company  with 
jns,  writer. 

•imental,  as  he  says,” 
,  Filene,  ‘‘but  it  is  re- 
luse  in  a  search  for  a 
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'ill  occur,  and  the  im- 
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ur  but  that  there  is  a 
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special  Cable  to  TH*  New  7ork  Tjmib. 
PORT  OF  SPAIN,  Nov.  29.-The 
settlement  of  Assyrian  Christians 
in  the  hinterland  of  French  Guiana 
will  be  urged  by  M.  .Bouge,  former 
Governor  of  French  Guiana  and 
Devils  Isle,  on  a  visit  to  Paris 
soon.  He  revealed  his  project  here 
in  a  conference  with  a  former  offi¬ 
cial  of  the  Palestine  Government. 

M.  Bouge  said  the  Assyrians  were 
anxious  to  go  to  the  hinterland  of 
French  Guiana  to  escape  clashes 
with  Iraqul  in  their  homelandu 
The  interior  was  recently  pro¬ 
claimed  Inini  Territory^  freeing 
30,000  square  miles  of  the  stigma 
of  penal  associations. 

There  are  laijge  cattle-raising  dis¬ 
tricts  in  the  hinterland  of  British 
iGuiana  also,  but  the  British  oppose 
the  settlement  scheme  because  of 
the  warlike  nature  of  the  Assyrians^ 


iVTeteorological  observations  at  Hinatdi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterdayr 
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BAGHDAD 

X  'DIARY. 

We  have  received  a  telegram 
from  Geneva  stating  that  a  petition 
has  been  addressed  to  the  League 
of  Nations  by  the  Patriarch  of  the 
Assyrians,  asking  for  “protection 
against  Iraqi  oppression.”  This 
petition  has  caused  the  President 
of  the  League  Council  (a  Mexican) 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  - 
as  is  customary  in  minority  ques¬ 
tions— to  prepare  a  report  on  the 
case.  The  message  adds  that  the 
matter  will  probably  be  taken  up 
by  the  League  Council  during  the 
September  meeting.  We  under¬ 
stand  that  Nuri  Pasha,  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  ASairs,  will  reply  to  the 
allegations  made  against  Iraq. 
Great  care  is  being  taken  in  the 
preparation  of  Iraq’s  case,  and  it  is 
expected  that  some  new  fctcts  will 
emerge  when  the  subject  comes  up 

for  discussion  at  Geneva. 

«  •  * 

«  *  « 

We  understand  that  Mar 
Yusuf  Emmanuel,  the  Chaldean 
Archbishop,  will  probably  go  to 
Geneva  with  a  number  of  Christian 
bishops  to  defend  the  Iraq  Govern¬ 
ment’s  attitude  towards  the 
Christian  minorities  before  the 
Assembly  of  the  League  of  Nations. 

We  are  informed  that  Baqir 
Sidqi  Beg  has  been  transferred  to 
the  command  of  the  Southern 
division  of  the  Iraq  Army.  A 
Royal  Iradah  is  expected  awarding 
him  the  Eafidain  Order,  Class  III, 
for  his  services  in  quelling  the 
Assyrian  rebellion. 


THE  FRENCH 

and 

THE  ASSYRIANS 

Reply  to  Iraqi 
Accusations 

WHY  ARMS  WERE 
RETURNED 

Iraq  Charged  with  too 
Much  Reticence 

Faoa  “The  Times”  Goehespondent. 

Paris,  Aug.  10. 

The  protest  of  the  Iraqi 
Government  to  the  League  of 
Nations  against  the  alleged  failure 
of  the  French  authorities  in  Syria 
to  carry  out  their  mandatory 
reiponsibilities  after  the  attack  on 
Iraqi  forces  by  armed  Assyrians 
who  had  come  across  the  Syrian 
border  is  welcomed  here  as  provid¬ 
ing  an  opportunity  to  disprove  this 
charge  and  the  still  more  serious 
one  of  “aggression.” 

It  is  claimed  here  that  the 
trouble  was  largely  caused  by  the 
complexity  of  local  conditions  and 
the  unwillingness  of  the  Iraqi 
Government  to  make  its  domestic 
difficulties  fully  known  to  the 
Syrian  and  French  authorities,  who 
were  therefore  unaware  of  the 
seriousness  of  the  problem. 

When,  therefore,  the  first 
detachment  of  Assyrians  made 
their  way  across  the  border  into 
Syria,  which  is  only  guarded  by  a 
few  widely  separated  posts,  they 
were  allowed  to  remain  as  the 
border  authorities  had  no  idea  that 
the  Assyrians  were  in  rebellion. 
More  of  them  followed,  whereupon 
the  Franoo-Syrian  authorities  as  a 
measure  of  precaution  took  over 
their  arms  and  stored  them. 

I  After  a  time  some  of  the 
i  Assyriaus  expressed  a  desire  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Iraq,  which  appeared  natural 
enough,  as  they  had  left  their 
wives  and  families  behind  them, 
V  bringing  only  their  flooks,  and,  as 
they  gave  no  indication  of  any 
warlike  intentions,  their  arms  were 
restored  to  them  and  they  left. 
Immediately  the  Franoo-Syrian 
authorities  learned  of  the  attacks 
on  the  Iraqi  army  they  gave  the 
strictest  orders  for  the  complete 
disarming  of  those  who  had 
remained  and  of  all  new  arrivals. 

In  conclusion,  the  French 
authorities  state  that  in  tbeir 
opinion  there  has  been  no  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  1927  agreement  and 
add  that  they  have  always  been 
perfectly  ready  to  cooperate  with 
the  Iraqi  Government,  but  that  the 
essence  of  cooperation  is  mutual 
understanding  and  the  avoidance 
of  reticence  in  matters  of  import¬ 
ance. 


No.  6496 


WEATHER  FORECAST  FOR  THE  NEXT  24  HOURS: 

Wind  will  be  westerly  in  toe  North  of  tli  d 
country,  north-westerly  elsewhere,  and  light  *0 
moderate  in  force.  Light  dust  haze  will  occur 
locally  in  the  south.  Temperature  will  tend  to 
rise  slightly  and  become  about  normal  for  the 
time  of  the  year. 

Meteorological  observations  at  Hinaidi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday. 
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BAGHDAD 

‘DIARY, 

The  Press  Bureau  issued  a  j 
statement  yesterday  announoing 
that  H.M.  King  Faisal  had  ordered 
that  there  should  be  no  celebrations 
on  the  oooasion  of  the  anniversary 
of  his  ooronation  on  August  23rd. 
Visitors,  however,  are  invited  to 
sign  their  names  in  a  special 
register  which  will  be  opened  by 
the  Department  of  Ceremonies, 
from  8  a.m.  until  10  a.m.,  on  the 
23rd,  at  the  Eoyal  Court. 

•  • 

H.M.  King  Ibn  Saud,  of  Najd 
and  the  Hijaz,  in  his  reply  to  the 
telegram  Bent  to  him  by  H.M. 
King  Faisal,  states  that  he  has  no 
wish  to  fight  the  Imam  of  the 
Yemen,  whom  he  regards  as  a 
brother,  but  in  the  event  of  bir 
being  attaoktd  he  will  be  compelled 
to  defend  himself  against  aggres¬ 
sion.  King  Ibn  Sand  further  states 
that  all  be  asked  the  Imam  to  do 
was  to  carry  out  the  treaties  which 
had  been  concluded  between  them. 
In  Conclusion  King  Ibn  Baud 
states  that  he  is  still  making  eflorts 
to  prevent  bloodshed,  and  he 
thanks  King  Faisal  for  the  ofier  of 

his  good  offices. 

•  *  «  » 

*  ^  • 

Shakir  Beg  al-Wadi,  who  was 

H.  M.  King  Faisal’s  A.D.C.  during 
his  official  visit  to  London,  has 
returned  to  Baghdad  from  Europe 
by  train. 

«  *  •  « 

«  * 

The  Armenian  Council  in 
Baghdad  has  requested  the  chief 
of  the  community.  Father  Bouben 
Manassian,  to  oiler  the  congratu¬ 
lations  of  the  Armenian  community 
to  H_M-Kiag  Faisal  and  to  the 
Iraq  Government  on  the  settlement 
of  the  Assyrian  dispute.  The 
Council  further  decided,  “as  a  token 
of  its  appreciation  of  the  brave  Iraq 
Army,”  to  oolleot  subscriptions 
from  Armenians.  The  money  will 
be  distributed  among  the  families  of 
soldiers  who  were  killed  or  wounded 
in  action. 

•  •  »  • 

»  » 

H.E.  Hikmat  Beg  Sulaiman, 
during  his  visit  to  Mosul,  held  a 
reception  at  Government  House 
which  was  attended  by  many  of 
the  leaders  of  the  different  com¬ 
munities,  including  the  Christian 
Patriarch.  We  are  inform'ed  that 
they  all  expressed  their  satisfaction 
with  the  manner  in  which  the 
Government  had  dealt  with  the 
Assyrian  rising,  and  that  (they  sent 
a  telegram  to  His  Majesty  King 
Faisal  expressing  their  desire  “to 
live  in  unity  and  peace,  as  they 
had  done  for  centuries.”  They 
hoped  that  the  ties  of  brotherhood 
which  bound  them  to  Iraq  would 
never  be  weakened. 


Another  Telegram 
Sent 

REVOLT  ENDED 

Protest  Against  “False” 
Statements 

We  were  officially  informed 
last  night  that  the  following 
telegram  had  been  sent  by  the  Iraq 
Government  to  the  Secretary 
General  of  the  League  of  Nations: — 
“In  continuation  of  our 
telegram  of  August  6th:  The 
armed  rebellion  of  the  followers  of 
Mar  Shimun  —which  was  intended 
to  destroy  the  Iraq  Army  columns 
and  thus  bring  about  a  general 
massacre  among  the  peaceful  com¬ 
munities  of  Iraq — was  quelled 
within  one  week  as  a  result  of  the 
prompt  measures  taken  by  the 
Government. 

“No  attacks  have  been  made 
by  the  Government  foroes  or  by 
volunteers  upon  the  villages,  or 
upon  women  and  children  or  old 
men.  The  losses  on  both  sides 
have  been  confined  to  combatants 
only. 

“The  insurgents  committed  ' 
certain  atrocities  by  burning  the 
dead  and  wounded,  and  murdering 
women  and  children. 

“The  great  majority  of  the 
Assyrians  remained  pe.oeful  and 
took  the  Government’s  side  against 
the  insurgents — i.e.,  the  followers 
of  Mar  Shimun.  A  large  number 
of  them  volunteered  to  serve  in  the 
police  to  keep  order  in  their  own 
districts,  and  700- of  them  are  still 
in  Government  service  and  are 
carrying  out  their  duties  faithfully. 

“The  looting  which  occurred 
in  villages  vacated  by  the  families 
of  men  who  joined  the  rebellion 
was  stopped  immediately  by  the 
Government,  and  most  of  the 
articles  looted  have  been  returned. 

“Two  of  those  responsible  for 
looting  have  been  killed,  while  a 
number  have  been  arrested. 

“A  number  of  new  posts  have 
bebn  erected  in  the  villages  to 
reassure  the  inhabitants.  Belief 
oommissions  have  been  formed  to 
help  the  distressed  people  and  to 
find  shelter  for  them,  the  missions 
being  helped  in  their  work  by 
Major  Thomson. 

“The  Government  will  hold  an 
enquiry  to  ascertain  who  were 
responsible  for  this  armed  rebellion, 
and  will  also  examine  any  alleged 
infringements  of  the  law  which 
were  not  justified  by  the  circum¬ 
stances. 

“The  Government  protests 
strongly  against  the  circulation  of 
false  statements  by  people  who  wish 
to  hide  the  facts  and  to  injure  the 
good  name  of  Iraq. 

“Peace  and  order  prevails,  and 
the  troops  have  been  withdrawn  to 
their  permanent  positions.  Fuller 
details  will  follow.” 

Notk: — As  nearly  as  possible,  the 
above  is  an  exact  translation 
of  the  telegram,  which  was  sent 
to  us  in  Arabic. — Ed.,  “I.T.” 


Meteorological  observations  at  Hinaidi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday* 
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^  BAGHDAD 

‘B  I A  R  Y. 


Arrangements  are  going  on 
apace  for  the  enthnsiastio  welcome 
which  is  to  be  given  to  the  units  of 
the  Iraq  Army  which  will  return 
to  Baghdad  early  to-morrow 
morning  from  the  operations 
against  the  Assyrian  insurgents.  A 
special  committee  is  hard  at 
work.  Telegrams  have  been  sent 
to  many  towns  in  Iraq  suggesting 
that  leading  men  should  visit 
the  capital  to  participate  in  the 
cslebrations.  The  trade  unions  are 
to  take  a  prominent  part,  and  in 
this  oonneotion  we  hear  that  the 
guild-masters  have  issued  circulars 
to  all  the  barbers  and  ooffee-houses 
ia  the  city,  urging  that  the 
victorious  troops  should  be  given 
free  shaves  and  coffee  for  three 

days  after  their  arrival. 

«  «  *  « 

«  « 

Further  telegrams  were  sent  to 
H.M.  King  Faisal  yesterday  by 
King  Fuad  of  Egypt,  King  Ibn 
Saud,  H.B.H.  Amir  Zaid,  and  the 
Shaikh  of  Kuwait,  congratulating 
him  on  the  anniversary  of  his 
coronation. 

«  •  » 

Sir  Percy  Loraine,  who  has 
just  been  promoted  to  ambas¬ 
sadorial  rank,  and  who  is  going  to 
Angora,  is  well-known  in  Teheran, 
where  he  served  as  British  Minister 
from  1921  until  1925.  Sir  Percy 
traces  his  descent  from  Bobert  de 
Loraine,  who  was  a  companion-in 
arms  to  William  the  Conqueror. 
In  diplomatic  circles  in  Loudon  it 
Jaiiaheved  that  thejransfer  of  Sit 
Percy  from  Cairo  to  Angora  ia  in 
no  way  concerned  with  the  policy 
of  the  British  Government  towards 
Egypt.  Sit  Percy,  who  had  held 
the  rank  of  Minister  for  12  years, 
was  due  for  promotion  to  an 
ambassadorial  post,  and  that  is  the 
sole  reason  for  the  change.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  a  London  gossip-writer,  Sir 
Percy  was  for  years  “the  most 
eligible  bachelor  in  diplomacy.”  He 
married  Mies  Louise  Stuart-Wortley 
in  1924.  He  is  tall,  and  at  62  has 
an  athletic  figure.  Sir  Percy  will 
have  the  distinction  of  living  in  two 
embassies— one  at  Constantinople, 
which  will  be  his  regular  home,  and 

the  other  at  Angora. 

*  •  •  • 

•  * 

A  reader  of  the  “Evening 
Standard,”  who  was  a  contem¬ 
porary  at  St.  Augustine’s  College, 
Canterbury,  with  Mar  Shimun, 
sends  that  journal  some  interesting 
notes  on  his  recollections  of  the 
young  Patriarch.  When  Mar 
Shimum  arrived  iu  England  in 
1926  he  knew  no  English,  but 
within  eight  months  he  spoke  the 
language  with  high  proficiency. 
His  aptitude  for  Greek  was  equally 
marked.  Mar  Shimun  was  nick¬ 
named  “Marsbi”  by  his  fellow 
students.  “When  he  arrived  at 
the  college  he  wore  an  incipient 
beard.  The  revival  of  beard¬ 
growing  among  young  men  had 
not  then  begun,  and  somebody 
suggested  to  “Marsbi’  that  he 
should  shave.  At  first  he  was 
horrified,  for  it  is  a  rule  of  his 
ohuroh  that  the  priestly  line  should 
not  out  their  hair.  Later,  however, 
he  compromised  by  shaving  off  the 
(Continued  in  next  oolumn) 


beard  and  retaining  a  moustache.” 

Mat  Shimun  never  thoroughly 
grasped  the  finer  points  of  rugger 
or  hookey,  but,  the  correspond¬ 
ent  adds,  he  was  as  lithe  and 
strong  as  a  panther  and  an  exuber¬ 
ant  participator  in  athletics. 


Meteorological  observations  at  Hioaidi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday. 
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Special  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  control  of  trafSc 
in  the  city  this  morning,  daring 
the  ceremonial  parade  of  the  Iraq 
Army  regiments  returning  from 
the  operations  against  the  Assyrians 
in  the  North.  Between  seven  and 
eight  o’clock  the  men  will  assemble 
near  North  Gate,  and  the  march 
through  New  Street  will  ocouppy 
approximately  an  hour — from  8.30 
to  9.30.  Aeroplanes  will  be  circl¬ 
ing  overhead,  and  the  public  enthu¬ 
siasm  is  expected  to  be  immense. 

•  • 

Various  organisations  have 
arranged  to  participate  in  the  wel¬ 
come  which  is  to  be  extended  to 
the  men.  For  several  days  they 
will  be  given  free  entertainment  in 
the  local  cabarets,  and,  on  a  date 
to  be  decided  by  the  Ministry  of 
Defence,  there  will  be  a  special 
matinee  for  them  at  all  three 
cinemas.  A  certain  number  of  free 
meals  will  be  available  for  them  in 
the  restaurants,  and  the  Baghdad 
barbers  have  decided  to  “do 
their  bit”  by  giving  them 
free  shaves  for  three  days.  Owners 
of  motor-buses  will  carry  the 
public  free  of  charge  this  morning 
to  the  railway  station  to  greet  the 
returning  troops,  who  will  them¬ 
selves  be  carried  free  of  charge  for 
the  next  three  days.  In  general 
this  is  regarded  as  a  great  occasion. 
The  Iraqi  authorities  are  doing  their 
best  to  make  it  memorable,  and 
they  are  having  the  spontaneoug 
and  enthusiastic  co-operation  of 
the  public. 

«  •  »  « 

•  • 

Early  this  morning,  when  this 
edition  went  to  press,  the  excite, 
ment  was  intense.  Crowds  were 
marching  down  Eashid  Street 
towards  North  Gate,  with  drums 
beating  and  other  musical  effects, 
and  the  atmosphere  was  not  unlike 
that  of  a  Muharram  proooession. 
All  the  trade  unionists  marched  in 
columns,  carrying  the  flag  of 
their  guild.  The  shops  in 
A1  Eashid  Street  were  closed 
until  the  procession  had  passed. 
All  points  of  vantage  on  Rashid 
Street,  including  the  roofs  of  hous¬ 
es,  were  occupied  by  large  crowds. 
The  women  shrilled  “halahins,’’ 

and  the  children  waved  flags. 

*  *  •  * 

*  • 

We  understand  that  H.B.H' 
the  Crown  Prince  is  expected  to 
leave  Baghdad  this  evening 
accompanied  by  H.E.  the  Prime 
Minister,  for  Mosul,  where  they  will 
ftttend  the  Iraq  Arm^  manoeuvres. 


Meteorological  observations  at  Hiaaidi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  Saturday  and  yesterday. 
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Temperature.  Maximum.  Temperature. 
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We  received  yesterday  from 
the  Press  Bureau  the  following 
communique:  "Most  of  the  scat¬ 
tered  groups  of  Aeavrians  mentioned 
in  the  offioial  statement  of  August 
11th  have  been  compelled  to 
surrender  to  the  authorities,  or  to 
take  refuge  in  the  villages.  A 
small  proportion  of  them,  however, 
are  still  hiding,  but  it  is  not 
expected  that  they  will  make  any 
attempt  to  disturb  the  peace. 
The  Government  considers  that 
the  punitive  operations,  in  which 
the  Army  and  police  havs  been 
engaged,  have  brought  the  insur- 
reotion  to  an  end.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  will  now  take  steps  to  punish 
those  who,  by  instigating  the 
insurgents  to  embark  on  their  evil 
path,  were  responsible  for  the 
bloodshed  that  has  ensued.  The 
Government  will  also  take  steps  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  such 
events  in  future.  Daily  commu¬ 
niques  will  not  be  issued  after  this 
date.  The  Cabinet  thinks  that  ii 
is  its  duty  to  thank  the  nation  for 
for  its  noble  oo-operation  and 
patriotism,  and  also  for  the  care 
taken  to  protect  peaceful  citizens 
who  were  living  in  villages  near 

the  scene  of  operations.” 

•  « 

«  *  •  « 

We  understand  that  shortly 
before  the  above  statement  was 
issued  Iraqi  aeroplanes  scattered 
leaflets  on  the  insurgents,  warning 
them,  in  the  name  of  the  Govern- 
ment.  to  surrender  within  48  houxB^ 

•  •  ft 

The  Baghdad  trade  unions  had 
made  arrangements  to  hold  a^*^ 
demonstration  yesterday  afternoon 
as  a  protest  against  the  actions  of 
the  Assyrian  insurgents.  They 
were  informed,  however,  that  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  bold  a 
demonstration,  as  it  was  feared 
that  irresponsible  elements  in  the 
population  might  seize  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  stir  up  trouble,  with 
consequences  that  might  be  serious.  | 
The  trade  unions  aooepted  the 
offioial  advice  without  demur,  and 
the  members  were  informed  that, 
"in  the  interests  of  the  State,”  the 
arrangements  made  for  the  de¬ 
monstration  were  cancelled. 

ft  ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft 

The  Minister  of  Defence,  Jalal 
Beg  Baban,  who  has  been  on  a  tour 
of  inspection  in  the  North,  has  now 
returned  to  Baghdad.  The  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Interior,  who  left  Baghdad 
by  air  at  the  end  of  last  week  to 
supervise  the  arrangements  for  the 
expected  surrender  of  the  Assyrians, 
has  not  yet  returned. 


ft  ft 


Meteorological  observations  at  Hinaidi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday. 

Maximum  Normal  Minimum 

Temperature.  Maximum.  Temperature. 


111 

109 

79 

Normal 

Minimum. 

Sunshine. 

Rainfall 

mm. 

Relative 

Humidity 

77 

13% 

Readinss  at 
Maximum 
Minimum 

Mosul. 

ns 

77 

Shaibah. 

109 

80 

BAGHDAD 

TiJARY. 

A  Press  Bureau  announoemeut 
issued  yesterday  stated:  “It  has 
been  asoertaiued  that  after  the 
encounter  of  August  5th,  500  of  the 
Assyrian  insurgents  took  refuge  in 
Syria,  while  the  remainder  dis¬ 
persed  to  the  mountains  towards 
the  east.  Some  of  the  latter  have 
surrendered  to  the  Government 
forces  that  have  been  pursuing 
them  Up  to  yesterday  250  of  the 
Assyrians  had  been  disarmed'.  The 
Government  therefore  considers 
that  the  military  operations  took  a 
normal  course,  and  that  all  that 
now  remains  to  be  done  is  the 
tracking  down  of  400  insurgents  by 
the  police.  The  scattered  bands  of 
Assyrians  have  been  given  a  time¬ 
limit  of  48  hours  in  which  to 
surrender,  and  their  surrender  is 
expected  by  the  Government 
forces.” 

•  •  *  * 

«  « 

After  the  above  statement  had 
been  issued  the  Minister  of  Interior, 
H.B.  Hikmat  Beg  Sulaiman,  flew 
tr.  Mosul  by  a  special  aeroplane. 
Prom  Mosul  he  will  fly  to  the 
Dohnk  district,  in  .  which  the 
operations  have  taken  place.  It 
is  understood  that  his  sudden 
departure  is  connected  with  the 
questions  that  will  arise  after  the 
anticipated  surrender  of  the 
Assyrians  to  the  Iraqi  authorities. 

•  • 

4  «  •  * 

In  the  last  official  statement 
issued  by  the  Government  on  the 
operation  against  the  Assyrians,  it 
was  reported  that  among  the  Iraq 
Army’s  oasulaties  were  three  officers 
killed.  We  have  now  received 
their  names  from  the  Ministry  of 
Defence.  The  officers  were:  — 

Lieut.  Abdul  Satiar  ibn  Said. 

Lieut.  Lazim  Hamnd. 

Lieut.  Kadhim  ibn  Jalut. 

The  Ministry  states  that  these 
officers  were  killed  “after  a  gallant 
struggle  against  the  insurgents — a 
struggle  which  makes  their  country, 
as  well  as  the  Iraq  Army,  proud  of 
them.” 

•  •  • 

«  *  * 


Jl  BAGHDAD 
'DfAR  Y. 

His  Exoellenoy  the  Minister 
of  Defence  left  Baghdad  on  Sunday 
morning  for  the  North,  accompani¬ 
ed  by  the  Director  General  of 
Police  and  other  senior  police 
officials,  to  supervise  the  military 
and  police  operations  against  the 

Assyrians, 

»  • 

*  »  *  • 

His  Exoellenoy  Nuri  Pasha 
as-Said,  who  left  Baghdad  for 
Syria  by  aeroplane  three  days  ago, 
returned  to  Baghdad  yesterday  by 
air.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
Nuri  Pasha  went  to  Beyrout  to 
discuss  the  position  regarding 
the  Assyrians  with  the  French 
mandatory  authorities.  It  may 
be  assumed  that  the  action  of  the 
French  military  authorities,  in 
returning  rifles  to  the  Assyrians 
whom  they  had  previously  dis¬ 
armed,  made  any  discussion  of  the 
question  in  Beyrout  futile. 

»  «  *  * 

«  * 

On  Sunday  many  of  the 
Baghdad  lawyers  went  to  the 
Ministry  of  Interior,  where  they 
met  His  Exoellenoy  Hikmat  Beg 
Sulaiman.  They  informed  the 
Minister  of  their  intention  to  hold 
a  mass  demonstration  to  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  Assyr¬ 
ians.  His  Excellency  thanked  them 
for  their  sympathy  and  support. 
He  pointed  out  that  irresponsible 
elements  among  the  population 
might  take  advantage  of  the  present 
situation  to  stir  the  public  mind, 
with  oonsequeuoes  that  might  be 
harmiul  to  the  interests  of  the 
State.  “In  the  meantime,”  he 
added,  “I  assure  you  that  the 
Gov.rnment  is  doing  all  in  its 
power  to  maintain  law  and  order  in 
the  troubled  regions  in  the  North, 
and  It  IB  hoped  that,  within  a  short 
time,  law  and  order  will  prevail. 
We  are  doing  everything  in  our 
power  to  safeguard  the  honour  and 
the  interests  of  the  country;’- 

•  • 

•  «  »  • 

A  telegram  was  addressed  to 
us  yesterday  hy  about  100  well- 
known  residents  of  Mosul,  including 
notables,  lawyers,  doctors  and  busi¬ 
ness  men,  protesting  against  the 
action  of  the  Assyrians,  and  urging 
that  the  Government  should  take 
all  necessary  measures  against 
them.  The  signatories  affirm  that 
they  are  all  ready  to  volunteer  “to 
defend  the  sacred  country.” 

•  9 

*  9  *  • 

Shaikh  Ahmad  Barzani  was 
received  in  audience  by  His  Majesty 
the  King  during  the  week-end. 
Later  the  Shaikh  left  Baghdad  for 
Mosul. 

9  * 

9  9  *  * 

A  number  of  Deputies, 
advocates  and  others  interested  in 
public  affairs  have  submitted  an 
application  to  the  Ministry  of 
Interior  asking  for  permission  to 
hold  a  demonstration  on  Friday 
afternoon  at  6  p.m.  The  object  oi 
the  demonstration  would  be  to 
protest  against  the  behaviour  of  the 
Assyrians.  The  demonstrators 
propose  to  start  from  Haidarkhana 
Mosque  and  to  march  along  Bashid 
Street. 

•  » 

Colonel  Izelin,  the  League  of 
Nations  representative  in  charge 
of  the  delimitation  of  the  frontier 
between  Iraq  and  Syria,  arrived  in 
Baghdad  by  train  from  Mosul  on 
Sunday.  On  the  conclusion  of  his 
mission  he  was  reoeiveu  in  audience 
by  His  Majesty  King  Faisal. 
Colonel  Izelin  also  paid  a  visit  on 
His  Excellency  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  He  left  Baghdad  yesterday 
by  air  tor  Syria. 


Meteorological  observations  at  Hinaidt  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday* 

Maximum  Normal  Minimum 

Temperature*  Maximum.  Temperature* 
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78 
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Mosul. 
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73 
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82 

J1 

BAGHDAD 

»  7)  I  ARY. 


A  great  deal  of  patriotic 
enthuaiaam  has  been  aroused  by 
the  Iraq  Army’s  operations  against 
the  Assyrians,  A  batch  of 
voinnteera  have  left  Mosul  for  the 
scene  of  operations  to  offer  their 
services  to  the  Army.  They  were 
led  by  Sayid  Oha'abi  Haji  Thabit, 
the  Nationalist  Deputy  for  Mosul. 
Among  the  others  who  have  offered 
their  services  to  the  Iraq  Govern¬ 
ment  are  ex-Servicemeu  (who 
fought  with  the  Turks  in  the  Great 
War),  some  of  the  notables  of 
Adhamiyah,  ex-Army  officers  on 
pension,  law  students,  Arab  and 
Kurdish  tribal  shaikhs,  “the  people 
of  Najaf,”  and  boys  attending 

secondary  schools. 

•  • 

•  «  •  * 

We  understand  that  the  Iraq 

Government  has  made  a  strong 

protest  against  the  action  of  the 
French  authorities  in  Syria  in 
returning  rifles  to  the  Assyrians 
whom  they  had  previously  disarm¬ 
ed.  The  Government  has  received 
a  communication  from  the  French 
Chargd  d’Affaires  in  Baghdad 
stating  that  the  Iraqi  protest  has 
been  forwarded  to  Paris,  and  that 
a  reply  is  expected  within  the  next 
few  days. 

*  * 

«  •  •  « 

Various  sohems  are  already 
being  disouFsed  for  the  punishment 
of  the  leaders  of  the  rebel  Assyrians, 
One  of  the  proposals  is  that  eight  | 
of  the  leaders  should  be  “deported” 
from  Northern  Iraq  to  the  plains 
ol  the  Muntafiq,  where  they  would 
not  be  able  to  take  an  active  part 
in  Assyrian  political  movements. 

•  *  *  « 


Meteorological  observations  at  Hinnidi  ^or 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday. 

Maximum  Normal  Minimum 

Temperature.  Maximum.  Temperature. 
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no 

85 

ti  A  ij  ti  D  A  U 

S  •»  AR  Y, 

According  to  a  telegram 
received  from  Baghdad  in 
London  yesterday,  the  rebel  j 
Assyrians  had  “surrendered  un¬ 
conditionally  to  the  Iraqi  authori¬ 
ties.*'  Rumours  to  the  same',  effect 
were  widely  current  in  Baghdad 
yesterday,  but  no  official  state¬ 
ment  was  issued  on  the  subject, 
and  no  official  confirmation 
could  be  obtained.  We  now 
understand  that  the  telegram 
received  in  London  was  pre¬ 
mature,  and  that  it  was  based  on 
an  inaccurate  report  received  i 

from  the  scene  of  operations.  j 

•  •  • 

*  *  *  I 

A  further  statement  was  made 

yesterday,  “in  Iraqi  circles  in 
London,”  to  the  efiect  that  dissen¬ 
sion  among  the  Assyrian  tribesmen 
themselves  was  the  main  cause  of 
the  trouble  in  Northern  Iraq.  It  was 
explained  that  while  the  l-owi-r  Tiari 
tribe  were  prepared  to  accept  the 
conditions  laid  down  by  the  League 
of  Nations,  “the  Upper  Tiari,  under 
their  religious  leader  Mar  ShimUn 
— who  w.ts  trained  for  the  mii  irtry 
at  Canterbury — are  dissatisfied.” 
It  was  added  that  recent  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  Assyrian  situation 
caused  H.  M  Euig  Faisal’s  hurried 
departure  from  Europe  to  Iraq  by 
air. 

»  ♦ 

•  •  * 

H.M.  King  Faisal,  while  m^ 
Switzerland,  Keuter-  is  informed, 
took  the  opportunity  to  conferring 
with  his  Ministers  on  details  of 
important  schemes  for  the 
development  of  his  country. 
The  questions  under  discus¬ 
sion  were  in  connection  with 
projects,  the  broad  lines  of  which 
were  negotiated  in  London,  but  the 
details  not  settled.  Final  decisions 
on  the  projects,  which  involve  an 
expenditure  of  several  millions 
sterling,  are  to  be  taken  when  the 
Iraq  Parliament  meets  in  the 
autumn. 

»  « 

The  Iraq  Minister  in  London, 
Ja’far  Pasha  al-Askari,  sent  the 
following  communioation  to  the 
London  “Times”  of  August  2nd; 
“The  Times  of  July  27  contained  a 
telegram  from  Baghdad  regarding 
a  small  seotion  of  Assyrians  who 
crossed  the  Iraqi  frontier  into 
Syria.  The  information  received 
from  the  Iraqi  Government  shows 
that  while  the  Government  were 
executing  the  scheme  for  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  homeless  Assyrians  in 
Iraq,  with  the  help  of  the  British 
expert,  Major  Thomson,  and  spend¬ 
ing  the  neoessary  funds  for  this 
purpose  from  the  Iraqi  Treasury,  a 
small  seotion  of  them  left  the 
country  with  their  arms  and 
entered  Syrian  territory,  to  the 
embarrassment  of  the  Iraqi  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  without  their  permission. 
The  Iraqi  Government  are 
confident  that  the  overwhelming  ' 
majority  of  the  Assyrians  are . 
grateful  to  them  for  their  kind  i 
policy  and  do  not  sympathize  with 
the  folly  committed  by  this  seotion.”  i 
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TUESDAY,  AUGUST  15th  1933. 


WEATHER  FORECAST  FOR  THE  NEXT  24  HOURS: 

In  Rutbah  and  Northern  area  the  wind  will 
be  light  to  moderate,  west  or  north-west,  and 
the  weather  will  be  6nc.  In  the  Central  and 
Southern  areas  moderate  to  fresh  north-wcsl 
wind  will  oecur,  with  dust  haze  in  places  during 
the  day.  Temperature  will  be  normal. 

Meteorological  observations  at  Hinaidi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  Saturday  and  yesterday. 

Maximum  Normal  Minimum 

Temperature.  Maximum.  Temperature. 
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no  j 

81 

Normal 

Minimum. 

Sunshine. 

Rainfall 

cnm. 

Relative 

Humidity. 

76 

8 
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VIosul. 
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69 

Shaibah. 

115 

84 

BAGHDAD 

T>  I  ARY. 


’i'rom  an  offioial  source  we 
UDderstand  that,  on  August  13th, 
214  Assyrians  surrended  themselves 
to  the  Government  with  their  arms, 
making  their  formal  submission 
and  expressing  their  regret  that 
they  had  taken  part  in  the 
insurreotion.  Yesterday  a  further 
group  of  fifty  Assyrians  surrendered 
at  Dohuq,  with  their  arms. 

• *  *«  .  •  *. 

Great  sympathy  is  being  ex¬ 
pressed  in  Baghdad  for  the  relatives 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Iraq 
Army  who  lost  their  lives  during 
the  operations  in  the  North,  and 
in  some  quarters  it  is  beiog 
shown  in  a  praoticil  form.  The 
Principal  of  Tafayudh  School 
(which  is  a  non- Government 
secondary  institution)  baa  written 
to  the  Government  expressing  the 
school's  readiness  to  admit  free  of 
oharge  the  sons  of  officers -and  men 
who  were  kill«?d  during  the 
operations  agaiiist  the  Assyrians. 
The  same  school  has  also  decided 
to  contribute  90  dinars  among  the 
families  of  military  officers  killed  lu 
the  operations,  and  200  dinars 
among  the  frimiliesof  p'»Iija  officers 
and  men  who  were  killed. 

•  •  '  •  « 

• 

Toe  J^-wish  c  -mmuuity  ' 

B  -gh:lad  is  shewing  a  d.  sire  to 
oooperaie  in  the  same  cause.  A, 
committee  has  been  formed  con*| 
sisting  of  Jewish  magistrates, 
advocates,  and  business  men  to 
collect  funds  for  distribution  among 
the  families  of  the  fallen. 

•  •  •  . 

A  Baghdad  woman  having 
quarrelled  with  a  man,  her  son, 
aged  fourteen,  decided  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  take  her  part,  so  he 
went  to  the  man’s  house  and 
attacked  him  with  a  dagger, 
inflicting  a  serious  wound.  The 
boy  appeared  yesterday  before  the 
Baghdad  Court  of  Sessions,  who 
ordered  him  twelve  strokes  of  the 
biroh,  and  two  years’  detention  in  a 

reformatory. 

•  *  »  • 

«  * 

A  brisk  trade  in  a  new  type  of 
footwear  is  being  created  by  the 
oobbiers  of  Persia.  They  are 
making  shoes  out  of  old  motor 
tyres  by  the  simple  process  of 
cutting  well-worn  motor  tyres  into 
the  required  lengths,  fashioning  a 
toe  and  tongue,  and  lacing  a  thong 
of  leather  aronnd  the  top  to  bind 
the  whole  together.  The  finished 
article  resembles  a  Dutch  sabot, 
and  a  traveller  who  had  just  made 
a  tour  of  Persia  reports  that  in  the 
bazaars  the  demand  for  the  new 
shoes  is  great,  beoause  they  cost 
less  and  wear  longer  than  sandals 
or  the  more  modern  boot.  In 
Baghdad  “tyred”  pedestrians  are 
not  unknown,  espeoially  among  the 
khanohia  and  Kurdish  coolies. 
They  say  that  it  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  wear  out  the  sole  of  a 
shoe  if  it  has  been  made  of  motor- 

tyre  rubber. 

.  .  .  . 

•  • 

The  new  harbour  at  Haifa, 
whioh  was  opened  on  August  Ist,  is 
the  finest  in  the  Eastern  Medi¬ 
terranean.  It  is  capable  of  being 
expanded  in  aooordanoe  with  the 

(Continued  in  next  column.) 


SIR  PERCY 
LORRAINE 

Appointed  Ambassador 
in  Turkey 

Bbitish  Offioul  Wieblbbs. 

London,  Aug.  14. 

The  promotion  of  Sir  Percy 
Lorraine,  High  Commissioner  for 
Egypt  and  the  Sudan,  to  be  Ambas¬ 
sador  Extraordianary  and  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  Angora  is  announced. 

will  succeed  Sir  George 
Clerk,  who  is  being  transferred  to 
Brussels. 

The  appointment  of  Sir  Percy 
Lorraine’s  successor  in  Egypt  is 
under  consideration. 

Sir  Percy  Lorraine  was  former¬ 
ly  British  Minister  in  Teheran. 

STOCK  EXCHANGE 

London,  Aug.  14. 

Sterling  on  New  York  was 
4.47,  while  the  frano  was  481-. 

The  stock  markets  were  fairly 
active,  interest  being  taken  in  gilt- 
edged  and  mining  sections. 

War  Loan  3^  per  cent  im¬ 
proved  to  100.  The  price  of  gold 
is  124s.-8d.  per  fine  ounce. 

BRITISH  SUBMARINES 
FOR  ESTHONIA 

German  Wireless. 

London,  Aug.  14. 

Orders  for  submarines  have 
been  placed  with  British  shipyards 
by  the  Esthoniau  Government. 

Thepe  submarines,  upon  their 
oompletiou,  will  form  Esthonia’s 
entire  U  Boat  flotilla. 

TO-DAY’3  EXCHANGES. 


The  Manager  of  the  Eastern  Bank  Lt  i 
hiS  furni-«he<l  ua  with  the  following  quotatinr. 
T-lth  taikd. 

sterling  drafi  on  London  i  »in.  100  1/10 

I  ’or  £10 

Runee  ezebango  on  India  75$ 

Rupee  exchange  on  Baarah  lO'M  iR 

New  York  exchange  (London)  4.48  1/4 
Brussels  exchange  23 

Paris  exchange  84; 

Rome  exchange  61 

Yokohama  exchange  1/2} 

Imperial  Bank  of  India  3}  per  cent 


THE  ASSYRIANS’ 
INSURRECTION 

Iraqi  Protest  to  League 
of  Nations 

RETURN  ARMS 

French  Mandatosy  Authorities  in 
Syria  Held  Kesponsible 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  a  tele¬ 
gram  sent  by  the  Iraq  Government  to  the 
Seci  etnry-General  of  the  League  of  Nations 
regarding  the  insurrection  of  the  Assyrians. 

On  Deoembet  14th,  1932,  the  and  occupied  positions  oommand- 
Counoil  of  the  League  of  Nations  j  j^g  camps  and  bivouaoks  of  the 
adopted  a  resolution  regarding  the  tribesmen;  the  m  >jori- 

Assyrian  community  of  Iraq  ana  ,  .  a.  n  i, 

the  settlement  of  landless  Assyrians,  ty  were  disarmed  by  the  Frenoh 
The  Iraqi  Government  lost  no  time  '  authorities,  who  also  made  arrange- 
iu  engaging  an  expert,^  Major  ^  ments  to  feed  them. 


vast  developments  expected  in  the 
hinterland  of  Palestine.  The  con 
struotion  has  been  carried  out' 
departmentally  by  the  Palestine 
Government.  At  first  it  was 
proposed  to  award  the  oontraot  to  a 
British  firm,  but  as  Palestine  is 
held  under  a  mandate  from  the 
League  of  Nations  that  was  not 
poBsible.  Italy  raised  objpotions. 
So  it  was  deoided  to  execute  the 
work  under  the  direct  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Jerusalem. 

•  •  •  » 

4f  • 

“Quite  the  best  musioal 
comedy  seen  in  Baghdad  for  a  very 
long  time,”  is  the  unanimous 
British  verdict  on  “Tell  Me 
To-Night,”  whioh  is  now  being 
shown  at  the  Royal  Cinema.  'We 
know  of  at  least  two  musio-lovers 
who  have  booked  boxes  for 
three  nights  in  one  week — 
a  most  unusual  event  in 
Baghdad.  We  saw  the  picture 
last  night,  and  liked  it  immensely. 
The  singing  of  Jan  Kieupura  is 
something  to  be  remembered,  and 
the  Boyal  must  be  oongratulated 
on  the  reproduction,  which  is  nearer 
perfection  than  anything  we  had 
heard  before  in  Baghdad.  The 
comedy  is  supplied  by  that  British 
favourite,  Sonnie  Hale,  and  Magda 
Schneider  is  quite  charming  as  the 
hero’s  sweetheart.  Tho  setting  of 
this.British  picture  is  in  some  of  the 
loveliest  parts  of  Switzerland,  and 
the  photography  is  really  beautiful. 
It  is  not  often  that  we  can  express 
auoh  unqualified  approval  of  a 
pioture.  To  miss  going  to  the 
Royal  this  week  is  to  a  miss  a  real 
musioal  and  artistic  treat. 


Thomson,  who  reachtd  Mosul  ou 
the  let  of  June,  1933.  It  also 
provided  funds  for  the  execution  of 
certain  irrigation  works  to  bring 
fresh  lands  under  cultivation 
espeoially  for  allotment  to  the 
remaining  landless  Assyrians.  Not 
only  did  the  Mar  Shim’nn  reject 
the  invitation  of  Major  Thomson 
to  cooperate  with  him  in  bis 
work,  but  certain  of  his  followers, 
notably  one  Yaku,  formed  ao  armed 
band  to  hinder  progress  and  to 
intimidate  other  Assyrians  who  had 
expressed  their  readiness  to 
cooperate. 

Yakuts  Band  Pardoned. 

The  Government  was  obliged 
to  send  a  military  force  to  meet 
this  threat  to  public  security.  On 
Juno  26th,  Yaku  and  his  bancLj  •** 
made  their  submission  andy  uavihg  |  r 
given,  assurances  of  future  good 
behaviour,  were  pardoned  without 
any  punishment,  however  light.  All 
1  he  sectional  leaders  of  the 
Assyrians  were  then  invited  to 
Mosul  where,  at  a  series  of  meetings 
held  on  July  10th  and  11th  1933, 
the  resolution  of  the  Council  of  the 
League,  and  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  giving  effuct  to  it, 
were  explained.  The  leaders  ex¬ 
pressed  almost  unanimously  their 
satisfaction  with  the  policy. 

The  Crossing  into  Syria. 

Nevertheless  on  July  21st,  a 
band  of  armed  Assyrian  tribesmen, 
estimated  at  about  one  thousand, 
under  ihe  commaid  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Yaku,  crossed  without 
permission  of  the  Iraqi  Gov¬ 
ernment  into  Syrian  territory  as  a 
protest  against  the  policy  explained 
to  them.  Urgent  representations 
were  immediately  addressed  to  the 
French  authorities  requesting  that 
these  defiant  tribesmen  should  ba 
disarmed  and  removed  from  the 
frontier  in  aooordanco  with  the 
precise  terms  of  articles  5  and  6  of 
the  Provisional  Agreement  in  force 
between  the  two  Governments 
since  1927,  whioh  had  ppecifioally 
been  confirmed  by  a  fresh  agree¬ 
ment  signed  at  Geneva  -on  3rd 
November,  1932,  pending  negotia¬ 
tions  for  a  peaceful  solution  of  the 
problem  created  by  this  movement 

In  view  of  the  illegality  of  this 
armed  assembly,  having  for  its 
objeot  to  intimidate  and  influence 
the  action  of  the  Government,  and 
in  order  to  ensure  the  preservation 
of  law  and  order,  the  GoverU' 
ment  announced  that  recalcitrant 
tribesmen  desiring  to  return  to 
Iraq  would  be  allowed  to  do  so  only 
after  surrendering  their  arms 

The  Disarming. 

Large  Syrian  forces  reached 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  frontier 


Oq  August  2ad,  the  Iraqi 
Political  Officer  attached  to  the 
military  forces  on  the  Iraqi  side  of 
the  boundary  met  French  repre¬ 
sentatives  at  Khauiq,  who  assured 
him  that  the  armed  members  of  tho 
baud  remaining  in  the  territory 
jmt  transferred  from  Iraq  to  Syria 
would  also  be  disarmed. 

The  Iraqi  Government  was 
confident  that  the  Syrian  authori¬ 
ties  had  taken  all  necessary  steps 
to  prevent  the  band  from  making 
Syrian  territory  a  base  for  hostile 
incursions  into  Iraq,  and,  on  August 
3rd,  decided  to  send  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  to  Syria  to 
discuss  with  the  Mandatory  Author¬ 
ities  the  arrangements  to  be  made 
for  the  execution  of  the  Provisior*''' 


regarding  tho  future  of  the 
emigrants. 

The  Assyrian  Attack. 

On  the  evening  of  August  4th 
a  party  of  the  Assyrians  applied  to 
the  Iraq  Commander  to  surrender 
their  arms  and  to  offer  submission. 
This  was  accepted;  but  after  oro-s- 
ing  the  river,  whioh  here  forms  the 
boundary,  near  Faish  Kbabur,they 
attacked  the  detachment  sent  to 
take  over  their  arms.  On  the 
morning  of  August  6th  another 
large  force,  which  had  crossed  the 
river,  attacked  the  oamp  of  the 
Iraq  Army.  On  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  the  Iraqi  Government 
learned  indireotly  that  the  Man¬ 
datory  Authorities  in  S3’ria  bad 
actually  returned  five  hundred  rifles 
to  the  members  of  Yaku’s  rebel 
band  who  had  previously  been 
disarmed. 

In  view  of  the  facts  as  outlined 
above,  the  Iraq  Governmeot  is 
comp^illed  to  register  a  strong  pro¬ 
test  with  the  Mandatory  Power  in 
Syria  for  not  carrying  out  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  temporary  agreement, 
and  especially  for  returning  the 
arms  to  tho  insurgents,  after  main¬ 
taining  them  and  feeding  them  for 
abou*-  two  weeks. 

The  Iraq  Government  also 
protests  against  the  faoiliiies 
allowed  to  the  insurgents  by  the 
Mandatory  Power  in  Syria,  in 
allowing  them  to  use  Syrian 
territory  as  a  b  so  from  whioh  to 
attack  the  Iraqi  forces. 

The  Iraq  Government  has 
already  informed  the  French 
Charge  d’ Affaires  in  Baghdad  of  its 
view  that  the  Mandatory  Govern¬ 
ment  in  Syria  is  re8p0''Sible  for  the 
material  and  moral  losses  suffered 
by  Iraq. 

The  Iraq  Government  asks 
that  the  above  statement  should  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of  tho 
members  of  the  League  of  Nations, 


Meteorological  observations  at  Hiaaidi  for  j 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  Saturday  and  yesterday*  | 
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Temperature.  Maximum.  Temperature. 
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BAGHDAD 

A  „  DIARY. 

A  oommunique  issued  yesterday 
by  the  Press  Bureau  states: 
“Owing  to  H.M.  King  Faisal’s 
need  for  further  rest,  his  departure 
has  been  postponed  for  a  few  days.” 
It  will  be  remembered  that  His 
Majesty  had  planned  to  leave 
Baghdad  this  morning,  in  order  to 
return  to  Switzerland  to  complete 

his  “recuperative  holiday.” 

•  * 

«  *  *  * 

The  Minister  of  Interior, 
Hikmat"  Beg  Sulaiman,  who  has 
been  in  the  North  endeavouring  to 
create  some  order  out  of  the  chaos 
caused  by  the  Assyrian  trouble,  is 
expected  to  return  to  Baghdad 
to-day.  We  have  reason  to  believe 
that  His  Excellency  will  be  able  to 
present  a  reassuring  report  to  his 
colleagues.  The  emergency  steps 
taken  by  the  Government  during 
the  last  three  or  four  days 
are  proving  very  effective. 
Practically  ail  units  of  the  Iraq 
Army  have  now  been  withdrawn 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Mosul, 
and  the  police  are  dealing  with  the 
situation  in  the  troubled  area.  The 
Iraq  Government’s  view  of  the 
situation  is  that  it  is  now  necessary 
to  protect  the  Assyrians  against 
some  of  the  worst  consequences  of 
their  own  impulsive  action. 
Unfortunately  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  distress  among  the  wives  and 
children  of  the  men  who  were 
killed  during  the  rebellion  and 
after. 


STOP  PRESS 


DEPORTATION 


of 


MAR  SHIMUM 


By  Aeroplane  Early 
this  IVIorning 


Baghdad,  Friday. 

It  is  aonounoed  that  the 
Council  of  Ministers  held  an 
emergency  meeting  yesterday, 
and  decided  to  o  inoel  the  Iraqi 
nationality  which  had  been  con¬ 
ferred  on  Mar  Shimun,  his  father 
Daoud,  and  his  brother  Theodore 
Mar  Shimun,  “because  they  had 
committed  aots  dangerous  to 
the  safety  of  the  State.” 

As  soon  as  the  above  deci¬ 
sion  was  passed,  the  Ministry  of 
Interior  decided  that  all  three 
should  be  deported. 

They  were  therefore  arrest¬ 
ed  by  the  police,  and  deported  at 
4  o’clock  this  (Friday)  morning 
by  an  aeroplane  which  “landed 
then  at  a  place  beyond  the 
frontier  of  Iraq.” 


September  6th,  1938. 


THE  PREMIER  AT  MOSUL 


CHRISTIANS  IN 
IRAQ 

Lessons  of  the 

Assyrian  Revolt 
FUTURE  POLICY 

The  Country’s  Need  of 
National  Service 

The  following  is  a  Iranslalion  of 
a  speech  made  by  His  Excellency  ihe 
Prime  Minisler  at  a  banquet  gioen 
by  ihe  Acting  Mutasarrif  Mosul,  on 
Augustl-^th  on  the  occasion  of  Iraq 
Army  manoeuvres  held  in  Mosul. 

After  ezpreesiog  his  gratihoation 
with  the  opportunity  afforded  him 
by  the  occasion  to  express  his 
gratitude  to  the  inhabitaute  of  the 
Mosul  liwa,  and  to  those  who  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  come  from 
distant  places  to  attend  the  Army 
manoeuvres,  the  Prime  Minister 


“The  pleasure  that  overwhelms 
my  soul  is  not  due  only  to  the 
enthusiasm  and  zeal  you  have 
exhibited  during  the  punitive  action 
against  the  Tiari  rebels,  but  also  to 
the  true  chivalry  and  genuine  love 
which  have  been  shown  by  you 
towards  non-Moslem  communities, 
especially  the  Christians,  including 
the  loyalist  Tiari.  By  this  conduct 
of  yours  you  have  placed  on  record 
in  the  aunals  of  history  yet  another 
proof  of  your  chivalry,  benevolence, 
and  political  maturity.  The  feelings 
evinced  by  members  of  the  said 
Christian  communities  are  likewise 
worthy  of  gratitude  and  apprecia¬ 
tion. 

Help  for  Refugees 

are  awari.  tna- 

"^nitive  operations  were  direoFea  i 
only  against  the  Tiari  rebels,  who 
have  been  justly  punished.  Never¬ 
theless  the  Government  did  not 
forget  the  obligations  of  humanity 
devolving  upon  them.  Inspired 
by  the  spirit  of  chivalry  and 
humanity  which  is  in  the  blood  of 
the  noble  people  of  Iraq,  the 
Government  have  provided  food 
and  shelter  to  the  destitute  women 
and  children  whose  rebel  husbands 
and  fathers  had  sinned  against  Iraq. 
We  have  forgiven  the  repentant 
rebels,  and  given  them  shelter  and 
assitanoe,  as  becomes  a  Government 
that  represents  a  noble  people. 

“I  do  not  enumerate  these 
acts,  full  of  humanity  and  benev¬ 
olence,  for  the  purpose  of  boasting; 
my  only  object  being  to  show  thac 
the  noble  Iraqi  people  cannot 
put  up  with  wrong  or  tolerate 
humiliation,  but  at  the  same  time 
they  do  not  in  any  way  forget  the 
mercy  due  to  the  weak  and  the 
succour  due  to  the  helpless. 

Not  Anti-Christian. 

“Gentlemen,  I  repeat  that  the 
punitive  operations  were  directed 
exclusively  against  Tiari  rebels,  and 
did  not  in  any  way  touch  the 
remaining  Tiaris  who  have  shown 
themBolves  loyal  and  faithful  to 
this  country,,  or  any  of  the  members 
of  the  other  communities.  The 
affair  is  very  -far  from  being,  as 
depicted  by  foreign  newspapers,  an 
anti-Christian  affair.  May  God  for¬ 
bid  that  we  should  have  any 
such  thing  as  an  anti-Christian 
question  arising  amongst  us!  The 
traditional  and  old-established 
spirit  of  brotberhood,  to  which 
expression  was  given  during  the 
recent  event  by  members  of  the 
various  Christian  and  other  com¬ 
munities,  is  bound  to  compel  those 
newspapers  to  recognise  actual 
facts  if  they  are  really  seeking  the 
truth. 

Future  Policy. 

“I  have  the  pleasure  to  an- 


certain  that  they  hold  firmly  to 
the  principles  they  have  ucdertakeu 
to  pursue  for  the  consolidation  of 
the  country's  existence  and  the 
safeguarding  of  its  honour.  This 
policy  may  be  summed  up  in  two 
points: — 

“Firstly,  anyone  who  contra¬ 
venes  the  law  or  violates  peace 
and  public  order  the  Government 
bolds  to  be  a  criminal,  deserving 
of  the  strongest  penalty,  regard¬ 
less  of  religion  or  seot; 

“BeoDodly,  all  those  who 
remain  loyal  aud  obedient  to 
the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
State  are  in  perfect  safety  and 
security,  and  will  receive  from 
the  Government  all  possible 
assistaooe,  both  moral  and 
material. 

A  Strong  Army. 

“Gentlemen,  you  have  co¬ 
operated  with  the  Government  in 
the  making  of  saorifices  and  in  th>^ 
maintenance  of  order,  thereby 
winning  onr  gratitude  and  honour 
for  yourselves.  You,  no  doubt, 
now  appreciate  the  oouutry’e  need 
for  a  regular  force  to  build  up  a 
strong  foundation  for  our  existence. 

I  find  the  present  time  a  suitable  j 
opportunity  to  aronse  in  yonr  noble 
souls  a  feeling  of  the  urgent  need  1 
for  snob  a  force  to  build  up  snob  a 
strong  foundation.  By  this  I  mean 
an  Army — yes,  an  Array!  (Loud 
applause  and  cheers  for  the  Army, 
the  King,  and  the  Government) 

“Yes,  the  Army  should  be 
strangthened  in  order  that  it  should 
protect  our  honour.  Service  in  the 
Army  should  be  made  general  aud 
compulsory.  This  is  necessary  if 
we  are  to  safeguard  our  honour,  in 
J©fen(}a_pf  which  the  whole  nation 

bae  rieeo  up  as  one  man.  ISvery 

one  of  us  should  share  in  the 
honour  of  performing  this  sacred 
duty,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  saying, 
Tf  you  wish  to  be  honoured,  be 
strong.' 

“Let  us  therefore  fortify  our¬ 
selves  by  a  strong  army  that  befits 
the  self-respeot  we  feel  under  the 
aegis  of  His  Majesty  the  King.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  member  of 
this  noble  nation  realises  this  need 
leas  keenly  then  it  is  realized  by 
the  sons  of  other  countries,  in 
particular  those  of  our  dear  neigh¬ 
bours,  Turkey  and  Persia." 

The  Prime  Minister  oonoluded 
by  repeating  his  thanks  to  the 
people  of  Mosul  and  his  andienoe. 


FOREIGN  TRADE 

More  Inquiries  Received  in 
London 


London,  Sept.  -4. 
During  the  last  two  months 
the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
has  received  a  steadily  increasing  ' 
number  of  trade  inquiries,  mostly 
from  overseas.  These  have  been 
30  per  cent  higher  than  in  the 
oorrespondiog  period  of  last  year. 

The  inquiries,  a  high  proportion 
of  which  have  resulted  in  orders, 
have  come  from  most  countries  in 
Europe,  and  also  from  the  United 
States,  and  cover  a  wide  range  of 


NATIONAL  GALLERY 


Appointment  of  New 
Director 


London,  Sept.  4. 
The  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury  have  appointed  Mr. 
Kenneth  Mackenzie  Clarke,  Keeper 
of  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts  in 
the  Ashmolean  Museum,  Oxford, 
to  be  Director  of  the  National 
Gallery,  in  suocession  to  Sir 
1  uavtj  .uo  ...  .  Angnstua  Daniel,  whose  term  of 

nounoe  the  policy  of  the  Govern-  ]  bffloe  expires  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
ment  in  order  that  you  should  feel  I  The  appointment  is  ter  hve  years. 
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THE  ASSYRIANS 

— 

Prime  Minister’s 
Interview 

Last  evening  we  received  from 
the  Press  Bureau  the  following 
official  statement: — 

“Certain  local  newspapers  have 
published  a  telegram  sent  from 
Baghdad  by  the  correspondent  of 
the  London  Times,  containing 
an  interview  given  by  His  Ex¬ 
cellency  the  Prime  Minister  to  the 
said  correspondent  in  the  same 
form  as  it  came  from  London, 
without  having  regard  to  the 
correct  version  of  the  interview, 
which  appeared  in  The  Iraq  Times 
of  the  19th  inat. 

“It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
sentence,  ‘His  Excellency  deplored 
tho  attacks  made  by  the  Kurds  on 
the  Assyrian  villagers’  was  not 
mentioned  in  the  interview  referred 
to  above. 

“His  Excellency  the  Prime 
Minister  further  desires  to  make 
the  question  of  compensation, 
referred  to  in  the  above  telegram, 
quite  clear. 

“A  certain  amount  of  looting  ^ 
took  place,  during  the  operations, 
from  villages  which  were  vacated 
by  families  of  the  insurgents  and 
those  armed  men  who  joined  the 
rebels,  and  who  took  refuge  at 
Government  posts. 

“'When  the  Government  came 
to  know  of  this,  immediate  steps 
were  taken  to  prevent  further  loot¬ 
ing,  and  in  the  meantime  some  of 
the  looted  articles  were  returned  to 
their  owners. 

“The  Government  has  also 
compensated  the  suffere  s  for  a  lew 
things  which  could  not  be  returned. 

“Twenty  police  posts  have 
been  established  in  the  villages  to 
reassure  the  villagers  and  enable 
them  to  return,  and  relief  commis¬ 
sions  have  been  formed  to  help  dis¬ 
tressed  people  by  distributing  food 
to  them  and  finding  them  shelter.” 


^^eteo^olog^cal  observations  at  Hinaidi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.ra.  yesterday. 

Maximum  Normal  Minimum 

Temperature.  Maximum.  Temperature. 


112 

110 

79 

Sunshine. 

Rainfall 

Relative 

Minimum. 

mm 

Humidity 

76 

nil. 

10% 

Readings  at 

Mosul. 

Shaibah. 

Maximum 

113 

113 

Minimum 

70 

76 

AG  H  D  A  U 


I 


T)J  ARY. 


Prior  to  his  departure  for 
Switzerland  this  morning  to 
resume  hia  period  of  rest  and 
recuperation,  His  Majesty  Kins 
Faisal  issued  last  night  the  follow¬ 
ing  farewell  message  to  his  people: 
“I  am  leaving  Baghdad  owing  to 
the  neoessity  of  completing  my 
■convalescence.  I  hope  that  my 
absence  from  the  country  will  not 
be  more  than  six  weeks.  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  to 
myr  people  my  appreoiatio  j  of  the 
affection  they  have  'shown 
towards  me,  and  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  mu  btained 
peace  and  confidence  among  th 
diSerent  sections  of  the  Iraq' 
community  during  reoe:  jvents. 
All  I  have  seen  of  the  acCions  of 
my  nation  and  my  Government 
has  strengthened  my  hope  .oac 
we  shall  attain  our  national  ideals 
very  soon.  I  shall  ofiintinu..  to  do 
lijy  beat  so  se.’.o  iliy  c&nnsij 
my  nation  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  I  may  meet,  relying 
on  the  assistance  of  Almighty 
God. 

Faisal. 


His  Majesty  will  leave  the 
Baghdad  Air  Port  at  5  o’clock 
this  morning.  A  Royal  Iradah  was  , 
issued  appointing  H.R.H.  the  Amir  j 
Ghazi  to  act  as  Regent  during  the 
absence  of  His  Majesty  King 
Faisal. 

*  »  •  * 

H  * 

H.R.H.  the  Amir  Ghazi 
returned  by  air  yesterday  from 
Mosul,  where  he  attended  the 
ceremonial  parade  of  the  Northern 
division  of  the  Iraq  Army.  H.R.H. 
was  accompanied  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  the  Minister  of  Interior 
and  the  Minister  of  '  Defence. 
Among  the  other  members  of  the 
party  was  Col.  Baqir  Sidqi  Beg, 
the  Commander  of  the  Northern 

Army-  . 

The  party  had  an  extremely 
enthusiastic  public  reception,  some¬ 
what  similar  to  the  welcome  exten-  i 
ded  last  Saturday  in  Baghdad  to 
the  troops  who  returned  froin  the 
operations  against  the  Assyrians. 
When  the  aeroplane  which  carried 
the  Crown  Prince  landed  the  ex¬ 
citement  was  intense.  Estimates 
of  the  number  of  people  on  the 
aerodrome  varied  from  twenty  to 
thirty  thousand,  including  a  large 
number  of  women.  “Long  live  the 
Amiri”  shouted  the  crowd,  ‘long 
live  Baqir  Sidqi  Beg!” 

The  crowd  was  so  dense  that 
it  was  only  with  difficulty  that  the 
Prince  was  able  to  make  his  way  to 
the  Rest  House.  Five  minutes 
later  he  drove  in  his  oar  to  the 
Palace.  The  Prince’s  oar  was 
foUowed  by  that  of  the  Premier, 
who  was  accompanied  by  Baqir 
Sidqi  Beg.  Many  of  the  demon¬ 
strators  carried  arms,  but  there  was 
no  unfortunate  incident — oleair 
jiestimoay  to  the  peaceful  spirit 
which  is  usually  found  among  the 
peoplo  of  Baghdad.  ^  ^ 


Msteorologicat  observations  at  Hinaldi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
Maximum  Normal  Minimum 

Temperature.  Maximum.  Temperature. 

I  ^ 

108  107  [  72 

Ill  108  I  70 


Normal  Sunshine.  Rainfall  Relative 

Minimum.  mm.  Humidity. 


74 

73 

11.7 

10-5 

nil. 

nil. 

8% 

10% 

Readings  at 

Mosul. 

Shaibah. 

Maximum  Sat, 

105 

113 

Sun. 

103 

no 

Minimum  Sat. 

60 

76 

Sun. 

66 

73 

,/?  8  A  G  a  D  A  U 

t  "D  I A  R  Y. 

An  important  statement  on  the 
policy  of  the  Iraq  Government  was 
made  by  His  Excellency  the  Prime  ‘ 
-  Minister  during  his  visit  to  Mosul, 
at  a  banquet  given  by  the  acting 
Mutasarrif  of  the  Liwa  in  honour 
of  H.E.H.  the  Crown  Prince.  His 
Bxoellenoy,  having  thanked  all 
those  present  for  their  co-operation 
with  the  authorities  in  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  the  Assyrian  revolt, 
outlined  the  measures  which,  he 
said,  the  Government  proposed  to 
take  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of 

law  and  order  in  the  future. 

•  •  * 

«  •  « 

Tho  Premier  said  that  any 
person  who  attempted  to  disturb 
the  peace  “by  the  commission  of 
illegal  acts”  would  be  oonsiderid  a 
criminal  and  would  be  liable  to 
severe  punishment,  no  matter  to 
what  sect  he  might  belong  or  what 
religion  he  might  profess.  On  the 
other  hand,  all  who  chose  to 
respect  the  law  would  live  in 
peace,  and  would  be  entitUd 
to  ask  protection  from  the 
Government.  In  the  closing 
passages  of  his  speech  the  Premier 
stressed  Iraqi’s  need  of  a  strong 
army — a  need  that  had  been  felt 
and  supplied  in  the  neighbouring 

countries  of  Turkey  and  Persia. 

« 

»  »  »  . 

His  Majesty  King  Faisal 

reached  Alexandria  on  September 
Ist,  and  left  the  same  day  for 
Brindisi,  where  he  arrived  on 
Saturday  night.  His  Majesty  is 
due  to  arrive  at  Berne  to-day. 


Meteorological  observations  at 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday* 

Hinaidi  for  ^ 

Maximum 

Temperature* 

Normal 

Maximum. 

Minimum 

Temperature* 

108 

lOS 

80 

Normal 

Minimum. 

Sunshine* 

Rainfall 

mm* 

Relative 

Humidity* 

72 

11.3 

nil. 

8% 

Readings  at  Mosul*  Shaibah* 

Maximum  106  113 

Minimum  66  75 

Issued  at  15-30  G.M<T-,  September  5tli. 

BAGHDAD 

S-l  b  TiJ  ARY. 

CommentiDg  oa  the  situation 
in  Iraq,  one  of  the  leading 
Egyptian  newspapers  states  that  the 
Iraqi  delegation  to  the  League  of 
Nations,  when  the  Assyrian  ques¬ 
tion  is  under  discussion,  will  be  led 
by  the  Iraqi  Premier,  and  will 
include  the  Foreign  Minister 
(Nuri  Pasha),  the  Chaldean 
Patriarch  (Mar  Yusuf  Emmanuel), 
a  number  of  bishops,  the  Jewish 
Babbi,  and  others.  We  may  note 
that  in  Baghdad  there  is  no  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  report  that  the 
Premier  will  be  at  the  head  of  the 
Iraqi  delagation.  It  has  been 
suggested,  however,  that  the  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Interior  (Eikmat  Beg 
Sulaiman),  who  has  been  granted 
one  month’s  leave  ih  Constanti¬ 
nople,  may  take  the  opportunity 
to  attend  the  Assembly  of  the 
League  of  Nations. 


A'.eteorologtcal  observations  at  Hinaidi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday* 

Maximum  Normal  Minimum 

Temperature*  Maximum.  Temperature* 


107 

107 

75 

Normal 

Minimum. 

Sunshine* 

Rainfall 

mm* 

Relative 

Humidity. 

73 

11.7 

nil. 

8% 

Readings  at  Mosul.  Shaibah* 

Maximum  104  107 

Minimum  67  71 

Issued  at  15>30  G.M.T.,  September  6th. 

BAGHDAD 

^  1  ARY. 

It  haa  now  been  definitely  ' 
decided  that  H.B.  Yassin  Pasha 
al-Hashimi,  the  Minister  of 
Finance,  will  lead  the  Iraqi  delega¬ 
tion  at  Geneva  when  the  Assyrian 
question  oomes  up  for  discussion 
before  the  League  of  Nations.  His 
Excellency  is  preparing  to  leave 
Baghdad  shortly  for  Geneva.  It 
has  not  yet  been  decided  whether 
or  not  H.E.  Hikmat’Beg  Sulaiman, 
the  Minister  of  Interior,  will  accom¬ 
pany  him.  Xhe  report  published 
in  an  Egyptian  newpaper  (“Al 
Mukattam”),  stating  that  the  Iraqi 
Prime  Minister  would  lead  the 
delegation,  is  without  foundation. 

■«  * 

•  «  •  • 

The  Ministry  of  Interior  has  ; 
issued  a  circular  to  all  Mutasarrifs 
expressing  appreciation  of  the 
00- operation  offered  by  the  people 
of  all  liwas  in  Iraq  in  the 
suppression  of  the  Assyrian  revolt. 
The  circular  goes  on  to  suggest 
that  the  Mutasarrifs  should  now 
advise  the  people  to  return  to  their 
normal  life,  and  to  refrain  from 
holding  demonstrations  and  public 
meetings  without  first  asking  per¬ 
mission  from  the  authorities.  It 
is  pointed  out  that  people  who 
organise  unauthorised  meetings 
are  liable  to—  prosecution-  The- 
oiroular  advises  officials  to  refrain 
from  indulging  in  political  contro¬ 
versies,  and  to  concentrate  their 
energies  on  the  carrying  out  of 
their  official  duties. 


Meteorological  observations  at  Hinaidi  for 
24  tuurs  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday. 

Alaxinbin  Normal  Minimum 

Ten&peraure.  Maximum.  Temperature. 


— 1 — r“ 

104 

65 

Nd^a^- 

MinimDm. 

Sunshine. 

Rainfall  Relative 

mm.  Humidity. 

70 

11.0 

nil. 

1 

Readings  at 
Maximum 
Minimum 

Mosul. 

97 

57 

Shaibah. 

103 

65 

Issued  at  15-20  G.M.T.,  September  18th. 

Ji 

BAGHDAD 

'DJ  AR  Y. 

One  of  the  last  public  utter- 
anoee  of  His  Majasty  King  Faisal 
was  a  vigorous  oondemnatiou  of  the 
reports  of  “massacres”  of  Assyrians 
in  Iraq.  Discussing  the  matter  at 
Berne  with  a  special  oorrespondent 
of  the  “Daily  Mail”  on  September 
4th — only  four  days  before  his 
death — King  Faisal  showed  con¬ 
siderable  heat  and  indignation. 
“The  Iraq  Government,”  he  said, 
“only  did  what  any  civilised  law- 
abiding  government  would  hive 
done— stamped  out  an  attempt  by 
a  small  majority  of  rebels  to  over¬ 
throw  order  and  authority.” 

*  •  . 

•  •  * 

“It  is  a  disgrace  to  talk  about 
massaores,”  he  continued  with 
rising  anger.  “Not  one  woman  was 
molested.  There  are  700  Assyrians 
enrolled  in  the  Iraq  police, 
and  these  and  a  hundred  more 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  fight  against 
the  Assyrian  rebels  I  want  to 
state  definitely  that  there  is  no 
anti- Assyrian  fanaticism  in  Iraq. 

I  deeply  deplore  what  h4a  happen¬ 
ed.  But  this  small  body  of 
Assyrians,  only  1,500  in  all,  «ill 
be  satisfied  with  nothing  we  can 
offer  them.  It  is  terrible  to  think 
that  Europe  can  believe  all  the 
stories  about  our  alleged  oppression 
of  minorities.  All  the  minorities 
of  Iraq  have  liied  happily  together 
for  the  last  2,000  years.  The  j 
Chaldeans  are  happy,  and  their 
Patriarch  is  venerated  by  every¬ 
body.” 

•  • 

«  •  •  • 

The  King  went  on  to  say  that 
under  Iraq’s  settlement  scheme 
they  had  offered  the  Assyrians 
fertile  lands,  “but  the  dissidents  will 
have  none  of  it.  What  they  want 
is  political  independence,  which 
would  mean  ruin  to  the  rest  of  the 
country.  It  is  our  duty  to  protect 
all  the  minorities.  I  wonder  what 
the  Powers  would  have  said  if  we 
had  failed  to  crush  the  revolt?” 

•  «  * 

»  «  • 

The  correspondent  suggested 
that  His  Majesty’s  sentiments 
towards  Great  Britain  had  under¬ 
gone  a  ehange  since  Iraq  became 
independent.  “The  British  Govern-  : 
ment  knows  all  about  that,” 
emphatically  declared  the  King. 
“Prom  motives  of  self-interest  [ 
certain  quarters  have  undoubtedly  ; 
tried  to  estrangs  out  friendly 
relations,  but  I  can  repeat  in  the 
strongest  possible  manner  that  it  is 
our  policy  to  develop  step  by  step  in 
closer  relations  with  Great 
Britain.” 


icf,.  Vo  •  • 

•The  Mosul  newspaper,  “Al 
Balagh,”  has  published  the  follow¬ 
ing  note:  “At  the  request  of  the 
Mosul  police  the  Ministry  of  Interior 
was  asked  to  put  into  force  Article  2 
of  the  Eesidence  and  Travel  Law 
against  Mr.  Panfil,  an  Amerfcaa 
missionary  in  Mosul,  for  his 
deportation  beyond  the  frontier 
of  Iraq.  The  Ministry  agreed, 
and  four  photographs  of 
Mr.  Panfil  were  taken.  He  was 
informed  when  he  was  in  Baghdad 
tfiat  the  order  was  about  to  be 
issued,  and  he  travelled  to  Mosul  to 
sell  his  belongings.  He  left  the 
country  before  the  order  for  his 
deportation  was  issued.” 


•  • 


Meteorological  obsei'vationa  at  Hinaidi  for 
■A  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday* 

Maximum  Normal  Minimum 

Temperature*  Maximum.  Temperature* 


98 

103 

64 

Normal 

Minimum. 

Sunshine. 

Rainfall 

mm. 

Relative 

Humidity. 

68 

11.3 

nil. 

11 

Readings  at  Mosul.  Shaibah* 

Maximum  95  97 

Minimum  58  66 

Issued  at  15-00  G.M.T.,  September  22nd. 

Ji 

b  A  ij  h 

D  ^  L' 

^  'll  ARY. 

We  received  a  telexram  last 
night  from  Geneva  stating  that 
Iraq’s  applic.-ition  for  postponement 
of  the  consideration  of  the  Assyrian 
question,  owing  to  the  sadden 
death  of  King  Kaisal,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Council  of  the  League  of 
Nations  when  it  met  at  the  76th 
session  yesterday  morniog  under 
the  presidency  of  M.  Mowinokel 
(the  Norwegian  Prime  Minister), 
'The  agenda  otherwise  appears  to  be 
bald  and  trite,  but  grave  issues  lurk 
behind  some  of  the  questions  which 
will  come  before  the  Council— so 
grave,  indeed,  that  some  of  the 
meetings  may  bs  held  privately. 

*  •  « 


No.  6524 


'3-S' 


WEATHER  FORECAST  FOR  THE  NEXT  24  HOURS: 

Wiodg  will  be  mainly  north-west  and 
moderate  to  fresh,  but  in  the  northern  area 
north-east  winds  will  be  experienced,  and 
Rrashaba  likely  in  the  Sulaimani  district* 
There  will  be  local  dust  haze  in  the  Central 
and  Southern  area-  Temperature  will  be  below 
normal. 

Meteorological  observations  at  Hioaidi  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  Saturday  and  yesterday* 

Maximum  Normal  Minimum 

Temperature*  Maximum.  Temperature 


97 


103 


62 


Normal 

Minimum. 


69 


Sunshine*  Rainfall  Relative 

mm*  Humidity. 


nil. 


17 


Readings  at  Mosul-  Shaibah 

Maximum  Sat,  91  97 

Sun.  89  96 

.Minimum  S.-«t.  69  63 

Sun*  68  61 

Issued  at  15-00  G.M-T*,  September  24th. 


^  B  A  (j,  rt  D  -4  U 
T>J  ARY. 


Much  hafl  been  accomplished  in  a 
decade,  but  more  than  a  decade’s 
pro^Tesa  is  required  to  bestow  a 
European  outlook  oo  any  Eastern 
country,  if,  indeed,  such  a  coneum- 
matiouis  possible  or  desirable.  Iraq’s 
advance  towards  a  higher  civiliza¬ 
tion  and  the  future  orientation  of 
Iraqi  policy  depend  much  more  on 
the  verdict  of  Geneva  next  month 
than  on  changes  in  the  Cabinet  or 
even  in  the  Royal  House.” 


There  appears  to  be  some  doubt 
as  to  the  actual  period  of  thn 
postponement  allowed  by  the 
Council  of  the  League  of  Nations 
for  the  debate  on  the  Assyrian 
question.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  Iraq  Government  applied 
for  a  postponement  oo  account  of 
the  sudden  death  of  H.M*  King 
Faisal.  A  telegram  received  from 
Geneva  yesterday  states  that  the 
Iraqi  delegation  are  expected  there 
early  this  week  in  order  to  be 
present  when  the  Assyrian  questioo 
oomes  up  for  oo  isideration  “in  a 
a  few  days*  time.”  The  telegram 
adds  that  the  League  Council, 
having  considered  the  request  from 
the  Iraq  Government,  agreed  to  a 
short  postponement— not  until 
January,  as  formerly  reported.  It 
is  now  expected  that  the  disoussion 
of  the  Assyrian  question  will  begin 
on  or  about  October  2Qd.  We 
understand  that  the  Iraqi  delegation 
will  have  the  assistance  of  Capt. 
V.  Holt,  the  Oriental  Secretary  at” 
the  British  Legation.  Capt*  Holt 
has  left  Baghdad  for  Geneva. 


We  notice  that  the  Baghdad 
♦correspondent  of  “The  Times”  sent 
that  journal  an  interesting  resume 
of  the  political  outlook  in  Iraq 
following  the  death  of  the  King. 
“The  outstanding  personalities  of 
the  Cabinet,”  he  writes,  “are  the 
Prime  Minister,  Rashid  Ali  Beg  al- 
Gailani;  the  Minister  of  Interior, 
Hikmat  Beg  Sulaiman;  and  the 
Minister  of  Finance,  Yassin  Pasha 
al-Hashimi.  All  three  command 
the  confidence  of  large  and  influen¬ 
tial  sections  of  the  community. 
Rumours  which  will  probably  reach 
London  suggesting  that  any  one  of 
them  will  endeavour  to  set  up  a 
virtual  dictatorship  as  the  power 
behind  the  Throne  are  to  be 
discounted.  The  young  King’s 
relations  with  the  British  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  Iraq  have  always  been 
very  friendly.  The  real  problem, 
however,  will  arise  when  the 
League  of  Nations  embarks  on  the 
disoussion  of  the  conduct  of  the  Iraq 
Army  in  the  operations  against  the 


The  correspondent  continues: 
“The  present  temper  of  Iraqi 
nationalism  is  such  that  any 
attempt  to  apportion  blame  or 
impose  punishment  might  have  the 
most  undesirable  repercussions  in 
this  country,  much  more  serious 
than  the  troubles  gone  before. 
Nobody  wishes  to  suggest  that  this 
consideration  should  be  held  like 
a  pistol  at  the  bead  of  the  League 
in  order  to  secure  condonation  of 
alleged  actions  which,  if  proved, 
would  call  for  the  severest  reproba¬ 
tion,  but  no  just  estimate  of  recent 
events  can  be  reached  unless  it  is 
realised,  first,  that  Iraq  was  not  to 
blame  for  the  start  of  the  trouble; 
secondly,  the  difference  between 
European  and  Asiatic  standards  of 
the  valuation  of  human  life — Iraq’s 
standard,  like  those  of  her  neigh¬ 
bours,  has  been  evolved  by  oentu- 
of  misrule  and  oppression. 


y.cteorological  observations  at  Flinaidl  for 
24  hours  ending  4  p.tn.  yesterday- 
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Issued  at  15-15  G.M.T.,  September  29th. 

^  Al  G  ti  D  A  IJ 

~^dTa~ry. 

The  French  Government  has 
issued  a  reply  to  the  critioisms 
levelled  against  it  by  the  -  Iraq 
Government  concerning  the 
Assyrian  troubles.  Seven  hundred 
Assyrians,  declares  the  French 
Note,  were  “driven  by  the  Iraqis” 
to  seek  shelter  in  Syria,  in  French 
mandated  territory.  Later  this 
number  increased,  and  the  whole  of 
the  Assyrian  forces  were  disarmed. 
“Following  an  agreement  conclud¬ 
ed  with  the  Iraq  Government,”  the 
note  alleges,  “these  refugees  return¬ 
ed  to  Iraq  after  their  arms  had 
been  returned  to  them.”  Within 
four  hours  the  French  troops  on 
the  frontier  heard  a  fusiliade  “dur¬ 
ing  which  the  fire  of  the  Iraqis’ 
automatic  arms,  ranged  in  battery 
form,  could  bs  distinctly  heird,” 
Two  days  later,  groups  of  Assyrians 
o.rried  their  wounded  across  the 
Tigris,  baing  bombed  all  the  while 
by  Iraqi  aeroplanes,  and  took  refuge 

iQ  Syria,  concludes  the  note. 

»  •  *  *  . 

It  is  expected  that  the  Iraqi 
delegation  will  give  a  very  different 
version  of  the  occurrences  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  French  note. 


®h£  Jraq  ®im.£S 

Printed  and  Published  by 
The  Times  Priotiag  aod  Publisbiog  Co.,  Ltd., 
K^.^,  t  I  Baghdad. _ 

The  Origins  of  the 
Assyrian  Revolt. 

IVe  are  informea  that  His 
Excellcricy  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  for  Iraq  has 
seni  the  following  letter  to  ‘*The 
Times,"  London.  7 he  commu¬ 
nication  Was  telegraphed  to 
the  Iraqi  Minister  in  London, 
and  We  understand  that  it 
appeared  in  “The  Times"  on 
Aug  .st  28th, 

The  explanatory  note  published 
in  “The  Times”  of  August  9th, 
below  your  Baghdad  Correspond¬ 
ent’s  telegram  on  the  Assyrian 
trouble,  contains  one  or  two 
erroneous  statements  of  fact  which 
are  reproduced  in  your  leadino 
article  of  August  10th  (the  essentia' 
fairness  of  which  I  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  acknowledgins),  and  in 
Dr.  Wigram’s  letter  published  in 
your  issue  of  August  11th. 

The  campaign  of  armed 
disobedience  initiated  by  Mar 
Shimun  preceded,  and  did  not 
follow,  his  detention  in  Baghdad 
(he  was  never  arrested,  but  was 
always  free  to  move  about  the  city 
and  environs).  The  earlier  mani¬ 
festations  of  this  campaign  led  to 
the  decision  to  summon  him  to  the 


capital  to  receive  a  statement  of 
the  Government’s  policy  in  imple¬ 
menting  the  ruling  of  the  League 
of  Nations  regarding  the  Assyrians. 
The  Minister  of  the  Interior  first 
interviewed  him  on  May  31st. 
Discussions  continued  for  three 
weeks,  and  the  instructions  to  Mar 
Shimun  not  to  leave  were  not 
issued  until  June  22nd. 

The  first  Yaku  affair  referred 
to  by  your  Correspondent,  which 
ultimately  led  to  the  calling 
in  of  the  military  in  support  of  the 
civil  power,  begun  to  assume  serious 
proportions  in  May;  on  May  22nd 
he  had  come  into  Dohuk  with  an 
armed  following  and  defied  the 
local  administrative  authorities; 
by  Juno  19th  the  numbers  of  his 
band  had  risen  to  two  hundred  and 
loyal  Assyrians  were  being  intimi¬ 
dated.  Before  a  show  of  military 
force  Yaku  submitted  on  June 
24th,  two  days  after  the  detention 
order  to  Mar  Shimun,  and,  with 
what  now  is  shown  to  have  been 
mistaken  clemency,  was  pardoned. 

No  protest  against  the  Patri¬ 
arch’s  detention  was  in  fact  ever 
made  by  the  Tiyari  and  Tkhuma, 
or  indeed  any  other  Assyrians,  nor 
(surprisingly  perhaps,  but  such  is 
the  fact)  has  it  ever  been  men¬ 
tioned  by  them  thoughout  the 
whole  afiair.  On  July  24th,  after 
the  exodus,  Yaku  addressed  to  the 
Qaimmaqam  of  Zakbo  a  letter 
explaining  that  he  and  his  party 
had  emigrated  because  they  “did 
not  agree  with  the  policy” 
explained  to  them  at  the  Mosul 
meetings  of  July  10th  and  11th. 
The  movement  was  not  merely  a 
gesture  of  discontent  but  an 
attempt  to  force  the  League  to 
settle  them  in  Syria. 

Those  familiar  with  the  recent 
history  of  the  Assyrian  question 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  realizing 
that  the  detention  of  Mar  Shimun 
in  Baghdad  was  not  required  to 
prompt  the  exodus  to  Syria  any 
more  than  it  was  required  to  cause 
the  mutiny  of  the  Assyrian  Levies 

(Continued  in  next  column) 


against  British  officers  in  1932- 
when  a  Brittish  battalion  was  flown 
over  from  Egypt  to  deal  with  them, 
or  to  give  rise  to  the  scheme  for  a 
mass  migratien-to  Persia  of  which 
much  was  heard  some  months  ago. 

All  would  yet  have  been  well 
had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  action  of  the  mandatory 
authorities  in  Syria.  The  sudden 
restoration  of  five  hundred  rifles 
(the  figure  officially  admitted) 
could  only  be  interpreted  by  the 
simple-minded  tribesmen  as  a  direct 
incitement  to  attack  the  Iraqi 
forces  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
Tigris,  and  so  interpreted  it  was. 


MeteorologicBl  observations  at  Hinaidi  for 

24  hours  ending  4  p.m.  yesterday' 
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BAGHDAD 

'  u  'DfARY. 

Every  day,  sinoe  the  return  of 
His  Exoellenoy  Sir  Pranoia 
Humphrys  to  Baghdad,  lengthy 
oonferenoBB  have  been  proceeding 
between  Hia  Majeaty  King  Paiaal 
and  the  Ambaaaador  regarding  the 
oausea  and  the  reaulta  of  the 
Aaayrian  revolt.  On  Tueaday  night 
H,M.  King  Faisal  entertained  Sir 
Francis,  and  the  Foreign  and 
Finance  Ministers,  in  pionio 
fashion,  on  an  island  in  the  middle 
of  the  Tigris,  opposite  Karradah. 
We  understand  that  the  only  other 
guest  was  Oapt.  Holt.  It  was  a 
romantic  setting  for  a  diplomatic 
conference.  Serious  disoussions 
were  carried  on  in  the 
subdued  light  of  the  moon, 
with  a  picturesque  setting  of  palm 
trees  and  the  river  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  Precautions  were  taken 
to  ensure  that  there  would  be  no 
other  visitors  on  the  island.  We 
understand,  however,  that  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  this  unusual  venue  for  such 
an  interesting  gathering  had  no 
special  signifloanoe  beyoud  the 
King’s  desire  to  escape  from  the 
heat  of  the  city  and  its  environs. 

«  •  *  * 

*  * 

Arrangements  have  been  oom- 
pletsd  for  the  departure  of  His 
Majesty  King  Faisal  and  the 
Foreign  Minister  (Hia  Bxoelleaoy 
Nuri  Pasha)  from  Baghdad  to 
Berne  to-morro,\v.  They  will  travel 
in  the  usual  air  liner  from  India. 
Nuri  Pasha  will  present  Iraq’s  case 
as  regards  the  “AssyrianTfoubles 
when  the  League  of  Nations  meets 
at  Geneva.  He  will  probably  have 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  C.J.  Edmonds, 
of  the  Ministry  of  Interior,  who  is 
expected  to  leave  Baghdad  for 
Geneva  about  the  middle  of  next 
month. 

•  «  * 

Among  the  other  passengers  in 
to-morrow’s  air  liner  will  be  Mr. 
G.  A.  Ogilvie-Porbes,  the  Counsellor 
at  the  British  Legation,  who  is 
going  to  London. 

•  •  » 

“Lady  Surma,”  with  nearly  a 
score  of  the  Mar  Shimon’s 
gelations,  has  left  Baghdad  to  join 
the  Mar  Shimun  in  Cyprus. 
The  party  were  flown  in  R.A.F. 

aeroplanes  to  Haifa,  where  they 
boarded  a  steamer  for  Cyprus. 

•  *  *  * 

•  • 

H.B.H.  the  Crown  .Prince, 
accompanied  by  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  the  Ministers  of  Interior  and 
Defence,  the  Chief  of  Stafi,  and 
Baqir  Sidqi  Beg  (the  ofiioer  who 
commanded  the  Iraqi  troops  in  the 
operations  against  the  Assyrians) 
were  expected  to  reach  Baghdad 
by  air  this  morning  at  7  o’clock. 
Preparations  were  made  yesterday 
to  give  them  an  enthusiastic  re¬ 
ception  on  their  arrival  at  the  Air 
Port. 

*  • 

•  •  •  • 

A  Mosul  correspondent  assur. 
ed  us  yesterday  (by  telephone)  that 
the  ceremonial  parade  was  a  most 
successful  affair.  The  troops  looked 
very  flt,  and  the  military  evolutions 
were  carried  out  with  the  greatest 
precision.  Five  infantry  regiments, 

(Continued  in  nest  column) 


as  well  as  cavalry,  a  machine-gun  | 

company,  and  other  units,  were  on 
parade. 

*  «  •  * 

*  *  \ 
The  same  correspondent  paid 
a  warm  tribute  to  the  refugee  camp 
which  the  Iraq  Government  has 
opened  at  Mosul  for  the  Assyrians. 
There  are  about  1,200  people  in 
the  camp,  with  a  large  percentage 
of  women  and  children.  The 
organisation  of  this  beneficent  and 
much-needed  relief  organisation  is 
in  the  hands  of  Major  Thomson, 
the  officer  who  came  to  Iraq  to 
assist  the  Government  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  League  of 
Nations’  arrangements  for  the 
settlement  of  the  Assyrians.  'The 
cost  of  the  refugee  camp  is  being 
met  by  the  Iraq  doverumeut, 
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'PI  ARY. 

It  IB  understood  that  the 
Ministry  of  Defence  haa  granted 
one  year’s  advanoement  in  seniority 
to  all  Iraqi  offioara  who  took  part 
in  the  operationa  against  the 
Assyrians,  including  Beqir  Sidqi 
Beg,  the  commanding  officer.  It 
is  rumoured  thrt  further  promotion 
awaits  the  latter,  whose  present 
rank  is  equivalent  to  that  of  a 
colonel.  He  will  probably  be  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier, 
which  carries  the  courtesy  title  of 


His  Excellency  the  Prime 
Minister  is  now  at  Mosul  with 
H.R.H.  the  Crown  Prince,  attend¬ 
ing  a  ceremonial  parade  of  the 
Iraq  Army  units  stationed  there. 
Our  Arabic  contemporary  “A1 
latiqlal”  reports  that  when  the 
Premier  returns  to  the  capital 
shortly  he  will  broadcast  an 
account  of  the  sequence  of  events 
in  the  Assyrian  rebellion,  laying 
special  stress  on  the  Iraqi  allega¬ 
tion  that  the  Assyrians  burnt  the 
bodies  of  two  Iraqi  officers. 

•  •  •  * 

•  • 

An  Iraqi  writer  commends  the 
broadcasting  project:  “Thus  will 
the  world  learn  the  truth  about  the 
savagery  of  the  Assyrians.”  In 
this  connection  we  may  observe 
that  the  Baghdad  broadcasting 
station  is  at  an  experimental  stage, 
and  the  transmission  is  not  power¬ 
ful.  The  Premier’s  speech,  how¬ 
ever,  should  be  heard  by  owners  of 

nTjValpiin  rRCBlVers  in  nnlghbcui-incr- 

Arab  countries  (there  are  many  in 
Syria  and  Palestine):  it  may  be 
heard  as  far  away  as  Cairo. 

•  •  * 

*  »  * 

Dr.  Hanna  Beg  Khayatt,  the 
Inspector-General  of  Health, 
returned  to  Baghdad  yesterday 
from  the  North,  where  he  joined  in 
the  search  for  the  ideal  summer 
health  resort  for  Iraq.  A  commis¬ 
sion  was  specially  appointed  to 
inquire  into  this  problem.  We  have 
not  yet  heard  the  result  of  their 
investigations. 

Hf  »  * 


His  Majesty  King  Faisal  has 
been  pleased  to  confer  on  the 
ooloars  of  the  Ist  and  8th 
Regiments  of  the  Iraq  Army  the 
Order  of  the  Rafidain  (Class  II), 
in  appreciation  of  the  services  of  the 
two  regiments  during  the  operations 
against  the  Assyrians. 

*  * 

We  are  informed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Defence  that  Shaikh 
Anaimi  al-Subbi  has  presented  the 
Iraq  Army  wtth  a  silver  cup, 
insojiibed  in  Amarah  work,  “as  a 
souvenir  of  the  victory  of  the  Army 
against  the  Assyrians.”  The  cup 
has  been  sent  to  Mosul,  to  be  kept 
in  the  Army  Club  there.  The 
Ministry  has  expressed  its  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  gift. 


Meteorological  observations  at  Hinaidi  for 
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J1  BAGHDAD 


JllAKI- 

The  outstanding  event  of  the 
week-end  was  the  return  of  the  Iraq 
Army  on  Saturday  morning  from 
the  operations  against  the  Assyrians 
in  the  North.  The  fervour  of  the 
pnblio  welcome  extended  to  the 
troops  indicated  the  extent  to  which 
Iraqi  feelings  have  been  aroused— 
not  so  much  by  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion  as  the  allegations 
made  by  the  foreign  press  of 
excesses  committed  by  Iraqi  soldiers 
and  irregulars.  Not  for  many 
years  has  Baghdad  been  so  excited. 
Everybody  was  awakened  at  dawn 
by  the  beating  of  drums  in  every 
quarter  of  the  oity.  Nearly  every 
quarter  sent  a  deputation  to  march 
in  the  “Procession  of  Victory,” 
with  banners  proclaiming  whence 
they  came.  Many  trade  unions 
paraded  as  separate  units. 

«  •  *  * 

*  • 

Two  hours  before  the  troop  tram 
arrived  these  communal  processions 
marched  through  the  oity.  Some 
of  the  men  carried  stioks,  but  many 
more  were  armed  with  swords  and 
daggers — usually  of  ancient  ap¬ 
pearance  and  design — which  they 
flourished  iu  the  air.  The  proces¬ 
sion  baited  at  frequent  intervals  to 
sing  paeans  of  victory.  “Thanks  to 
Allah  our  Army  is  victorious,”  they 
chanted.  “Long  live  King  Faisal 
and  the  Amir  Ghazi.”  The  fervour 
of  the  .  processionists  was  indeed 
reminiscent  of  religious  celebrants. 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

They  made  their  way  to  th^hi 
open  space  opposite  the  Boyal 
Palace,  where  shouts  were  raised 
for  King  Faisal.  His  Majesty 
eventually  appeared  and  saluted  in 
acknowledgment  of  the  plaudits  of 
the  multitude.  The  King  looked 
rather  wan  and  tired;  he  was 

obviously  unwell. 

»  «  *  • 

*  * 

The  assemblage  then  moved 
en  bloc  to  Baghdad  North  Station, 
where  the  reception  accorded  to 
the  troop  train  was  almost  frenzied 
in  its  enthusiasm.  New  prooessions 
were  quickly  formed.  The  trade 
guilds  and  other  oommunities  pre¬ 
ceded  the  soldiers  iu  their  march 
through  the  oity.  With  the  troops 
marohed  a  solid  phalanx  of  civilian 
admirers  occupying  every  inch  of 
the  roadway.  The  Iraq  Army’s 
band  was  nearly  overwhelmed  by 
the  crowd's  enthusiasm,  but  they 
gallantly  continued  to  play 
the  marching  airs  laboriously 
acquired  from  their  British  instruo- 
tor.  During  their  march  along 
Bashid  Street  their  seleotions 
varied  from  “As  We  go  Matching 
Through  Georgia”  to  “The  Men  of 
Harleoh.”  Every  loof  on  the  route 
of  the  march  was  crowded,  and 
from  verandahs  women  threw 
flowers  and  confetti  on  the  troops 
below.  The  impression  was  that 
of  an  army  returning  from  a  long 
and  arduous  oampaigu.  A  few 
hours  later  the  appearance  of  the 
oity  was  perfeoily  normal. 

*•*  * 

“Lady  Surma,”  the  aunt  of 
Mar  Bhimuu,  arrived  in  Baghdad 
(Coutiaued  iu  uest  oolamo) 


during  the  week-end,  with  a  retinue 
of  24  people  comprising  her 
relations  and  numerous  servants. 
The  whole  party  are  expected  to 

leave  Baghdad  shortly. 

•  *  • 

•  •  « 

The  Egyptian  paper  “A1 
Abram”  has  published  a  despatch 
from  its  London  correspondent 
stating  that  Sir  John  MaSey,  the 
Goveruor-Geuetal  of  the  Sudan,  is 
expected  to  retire  shortly,  and  that 
-Sir  ICiaahaa  OgrnwalliB,  Adviser  tz 
the  Minister  of  Interior  in  Iraq, 
“will  probably  suooeed  him  as 
Governor-General.”  We  made 
enquiries  in  several  quarters  in 
Baghdad  yesterday,  but  were  unable 
to  obtain  any  confirmation  of  this 
tumour. 

«  «  *  m 

•  » 

A  telegram  received  in 
Baghdad  yesterday  stated  that 
H.B.H.  the  Crown  Prince,  who 
left  Baghdad  on  Saturday  evening 
accompanied  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  reached  Kirkuk  early 
yesterday  morning,  where  be 
reoeived  an  enthusiastic  weloome. 
The  Prince’s  party  left  for  Mosul, 
with  a  halt  for  lunch  at  Arbi!.  All 
the  aeroplanes  of  the  Iraq  Army 
will  leave  Baghdad  to-morrow 
morning  to  take  part  in  the  Iraq 
Army  manoeuvres  which  ate  to  be 
held  at  Mosul  on  Wednesday  in 
the  presence  of  the  Crown  Prince, 

the  Premier,  and  the  Chief  of  Staff. 

•  «  •  • 

•  • 

When  “Carnival”  was  shown 
in  Baghdad  last  year  at  the 
Boyal  Cinema  it  had  a  great 
suooess — so  great  that  many 
additional  chairs  bad  to  be 
brought  into  the  cinema.  It  will 
be  notioed  from  our  advertising 
oolumus  that  the  picture  will  be 
shown  again  at  the  Boyal  this 
week,  on  Thursday  and  Friday. 
This  pioture  is  one  of  the  most 
speotaoular  dramas  that  has  oome  I 
from  a  British  studio.  With 
melody,  drama,  and  song,  the 
pioture  moves  iu  a  wide  and  even 
sweep  to  a  climax  which  is  terrific 
in  its  intensity. 


ALWIYAH  CLUB. 


Trescounoff  Trio’s  Programme 


7ih  September,  1933, 

Overtare  Die  Sohone 

Galathe  Sappi. 
Troubadour  Opera  Verdi 

La  Source  Delibes 

International  Suite  Tohaikowaky 

Paaeepied  Delibes 

Indianlscher  Kriegstauz  Lumbye 

Les  Saltimbauquee  "Opera 

Comiqne”  L.  Ganne 

NOTICE  OF  REMOVAL^ 

Mr.  A.  Kerim,  Photographer,  has 
removed  his  premises  to  hie  Photo  studio 
at  Hinaidi. 

All  enquiries  by  olients  should  be 
made  to  Aboodi’s,  near  Maude  Bridge. 


suite  Jraq  Stime» 

Printed  and  Published  by 
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The  Assyrians 

The  following  amusing  article  was 
written  for  our  columns  about 
five  years  ago  by  Dr.  W.  A. 
Wigram,  who  at  the  time  was 
on  a  visit  to  Iraq. 

In  view  of  the  prominence  now 
being  given  to  the  Assyrian 
question,  Dr.  Wigram’s  enter¬ 
taining  reminisoenoes  are  worthy 
of  reproduction.  He  spent  many 
years  with  the  Assyrians. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  most 
folk  in  Iraq  to-day  regard  the 
Assyrians  as  a  mere  nuisance,  and 
not  even  a  picturesque  one.  They 
are  a  problem  for  the  Government, 
to  wbioh  there  appears  no  solution. 

I  Why  should  anyone  take  an  inter- 
!  est  in  them,  apart  from,  the  fact 
;  that  they  are,  as  even  their 
'  detractors  admit,  good  and  useful 
soldiers?  The  writer,  having  lived 
with  them  for  more  years  than  he 
cares  to  count,  known  their  vices 
as  well  as  most  men,  and  those 
vices  are  just  now  more-troirepio-^ 
uous  than  usual,  owing  to  the  faot 
that  they  have  been  detained  in  a 
refugee  status,  and  in  a  state  of 
hope  deferred,  for  many  ten  years. 
Now,  there  is  no  status  more 
demoralizing  than  that  of  refugee, 
no  matter  for  what  heroic  reasons 
you  may  come  to  it.  There  is  abun¬ 
dant  proof  of  that  to  be  found 
between  Antwerp  and  Baghdad. 
Anyone  who  can  come  through  it 
undegraded  is  a  candidate  for 
canonization.  There  is  then  some 
excuse  for  even  the  Assyrians,  and 
now  that  they  are  entering  on  a 
new  type  of  life  they  are  interesting 
as  a  survival. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  they  were  the 
last  instance  in  the  world  of  the 
Temporal  Power  of  the  Church. 
Their  Patriarch,  Mar  Shimuu,  was 
their  political  ruler  and  a  prince, 
albeit  a  tributary  one.  He  had  still 
some  of  the  insignia  of  royalty,  in 
his  peacock  (we  have  seen  Yezidi 
worshippers  bow  down  before  that 
bird),  and  his  own  prison.  We  have 
known  disobedient  Assyrians  put 
into  durance  vile  there  for  some 
days,  and  as  the  gaoler  did  not 
trouble  to  clean  it  first,  and  the 
building  served  as  a  chicken-house  in 
the  long  intervals  of  non-use,  it  must 
have  been  a  purgatorial  plaoe  of 
coofinement.  Usually,  punishment 
as  indicted  by  the  Patriarch  was 
more  picturesque.  We  remember 
his  Holiness  (mature  age,  seventeen 
years,)  summoning  a  refractory  | 
priest  for  discipline.  "But  if  be  does  ' 
not  come,  my  Lord?”  said  we.  "I’ll 
scrape  his  beard  off,”  said  the  indig¬ 
nant  Patriarch.  The  phrase  was  j 
really  slang  for  degradation  or  un-  \ 
frooking,  and  when  the  sinner  did 
not  come,  and  had  to  be  brought,  it 
was  inflicted.  The  beard  was  scraped 
off  with  a  blunt  knife,  and  the  face 


of  the  culprit  actually,  as  well  as 
metaphorically,  blackened,  with  a 
good  coating  of  tar.  After  this,  he 
was  put  on  a  donkey,  face  to  the 
tail,  and  led  round  a  highly  appre¬ 
ciative  village. 

To  live  in  the  mountains  of 
Hakkiari  in  the  old  days,  before 
the  deluge  of  war,  was  to  live  in  a 
museum  of  quaint  survivals..  The 
seventeen-year-old  Patriarch  had 
received  his  ofQoe,  like  all  Bishops  of 
the  Church,  by  hereditary  right. 
It  went  from  uncle  to  nephew,  as 
Bishops  do  not  marry.  The 
Patriarch  defended  the  odd  survival 
to  me  as  follows:  "Of  course  we 
know  the  system  to  be  dead  in  the 
teeth  of  all  canons,  but  what  is  to 
be  done?  You  may  have  a  Bishop 
elected  by  the  Faithful,  or  nomi¬ 
nated  either  by  a  Pope  or  by  the 
State.  Now  election  with  our  folk 
would  mean  a  pitobed  battle  each 
time.  Nomination  by  the  Pope  is 
impossible  for  us.  Nomination  by 
the  State  may  work  in  England; 
here  it  would  mean  that  any  rascal 
who  had  done  a  specially  dirty  job 
for  the  Turk  would  ask  for  a 
Bishopric  as  pay,  and  would  get  it. 
So  we  have  dropped  into  a  rule 
that  gives  us  a  good  a  chance  of  a 
good  bishop  as  other  folk  have  a 
good  king.”  Does  any  reader  see 
an  answer?  We  saw  none.  Like 
any  system,  there  were  times  when 
it  worked  amiss: 

“You  sh'^uldn’t  take  a  fellow  eioht  years  old 

And  make  him  swear  to  never  kiss  the  girls.” 

but  scandals  were,  seemingly,  rarer 
than  in  mediaeval  Europe. 

Folk  worshipped  in  strange  old 
churches,  according  to  a  ritual  said 
by  good  judges  to  be  the  oldest — 
or  one  of  the  two  oldest— in  Chris¬ 
tendom.  It  was  a  ritual  and  liturgy 
that  had  admittedly  been  fossilized 
since  the  fourth  century,  and  for 
that  reason  it  has  a  special  interest 
for  Anglicans.  Our  church  claims 
that,  at  the  Keformation,  she  went 
back  to  primitive  ways.  Here  is  a 
church  admittedly  primitive,  which 
the  Church  of  England  did  not  take 
as  a  model  in  the  XVIth  century, 
being  then  ignorant  of  its  existence. 
Jtu  Liturgy  and 

-such  as  an  Arglioan  congregation 
could  use  to-day,  provided  that 
neither  clergy  nor  people  struck  at 
their  excessive  length  —which  it  is 
likely  that  both  would  do.  But,  if 
the  ordinary  services  in  the  Churches 
would  not  shock  a  Church  of 
England  congregation,  some  of  the 
other  uses  to  which  the  fabrics  were 
put  would  surprise  them.  They 
often  served  as  forts,  and  many 
carried  an  upper  storey  loopholed 
for  that  purpose.  Some,  of  special 
sanctity,  were  used  for  the  cure  of 
lunatics,  for  the  "possessed  man.” 
was  chained  up  in  them  overnight 
and  left  till  morning— a  treatment 
whioh,  either  through  faith  or  for 
some  other  reason,  produced  a  very 
high  percentage  of  cures.  Some¬ 
times  there  was  doubt  in  the  matter, 
as  when  a  lunatic  was,  according  to 
the  custom  at  one  centre,  buried 
alive,  with  full  funeral  rites,  and 
with  a  hole  left  for  breathing. 
Twenty-four  hours  later  his  friends 
came  to  disinter  him,  but  as  as  soon 
as  the  stones  were  removed,  the 
madman  sprang  from  the  tomb, 
crying:  “I  am  risen,  it  is  the  last 
day.”  Then,  looking  on  those  who 
had  come  to  help  him,  he  con¬ 
tinued:  “But  who  would  ever  have 
expected  to  see  you  ohaps  at  the 
Resurrection  of  the  Just?” 

Older  rites  than  these  survived 
among  these  primitive  moun¬ 
taineers.  At  certain  centres  men 
still  sacrificed  animals,  with  a, 
ritual  wbioh  reminded  the  observer 
of  that  of  the  Jewish  temple,  but 
whioh  was  probably  far  older. 
Here  survived  the  sacrifices  that 
were  once  the  common  heritage  of 
the  Semitic  race,  whioh  a  reformer 
named  Moses  codified  and  edited 
for  the.use  of  the  special  group  of 
tribes  that  he  controlled.  The 
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writer  once  got  a  copy  of  the 
magic  spells — or  some;  of  them — 
used  by  the  wise  men  and  women 
among  these  tribes  to  this  day,  ard  ' 
translated  a  few  of  them  to  a  ! 
Professor  of  Assyriology.  "These  j 
are  fairly  commonplace  formulae,”  I 
said  the.  man  of  learning,  "where 
did  you  get  them?”  "I  bought 
these;  off  an  old  fellow  who  used 
them  in  Kurdistan,”  said  we — and 
the  Professor  came  out  of  his  chair 
with  a  jump.  "Do  you  mean  to 
say  those  are  used  to-day?  ’  he 
demanded.  "Certainly.”  "But 
man,  when  I  said  they  were  oom- 
monplaoe,  I  meant  that  they  were 
of  the  ordinary  type  of  the  old 
cuneiform  tablets  I  have  just  been 
translating.  If,  as  you  say,  they 
are  used  to-day,  they  have  been 
used  continuously  since  the 
Sumerian  civilisation  began  about 
5,000  B  0.  It’s  a  continuous  use  of 
seven  thousand  years.” 

Life  in  the  mountains  was  much 
like  that  in  the  Highlands  of  Scot¬ 
land  in  old  days,  or  in  the  N.W. 
frontier  of  India  in  our  own  time. 
Feuds  were  the  regular  course  of 
events,  and  a  volume  might  be 
written  on  the  quaint  incidents,  and 
on  the  crude  chivalry,  whioh  a 
resident  in  the  land  was  constantly 
encountering.  Space  forbids  any 
attempt  at  recounting  them,  at  least 
within  the  limits  of  the  present 
article,  though  one  may  venture 
perhaps  on  one  specimen.  We  have 
known  the  mountaineers  of  one 
particular  district  go  out  on  the 
sheep-raid  against  the  Kurds  of  the 
next  valley,  and  meet  with  brilliant 
success,  securing  some  five  hundred 
beasts  without  even  waking  their 
former  owners.  They  were  driving 
them  off  over  the  hill,  when  it  occur¬ 
red  to  some  youths  of  the  party 
tbat  there  is  scant  satisfaotiou  in 
taking  your  enemy’s  sheep,  unless 
you  know  that  enemy  knows  who 
has  scored  off  him.  Moved  by  this 
reasoning,  they  left  the  plunder  on 
the  hill-side,  and  went  back  to  fire 
shots  and  shout  contumely,  till  the 
enemy  was  awake,  and  came  out  to 
give  thetq  thfi  desired  fight  .  -In 

the  skirmish  that  followed  oeebaitx 

men  were  killed  on  both  sides,  and 
among  them  a  Turkish  policeman 
who  happened  to  be  there.  This 
faot  roused  the  anger  both  of  the 
Patriarch,  to  whom  the  faot  was 
reported,  and  of  the  writer.  It  was 
not  that  we  grudged  them  a  Kurd 
or  so,  still  less  the  sheep  that  they 
bad  fairly  taken,  and  whioh  were 
quite  probably  theirs  to  begin  with 
anyhow,  but  that  we  feared  that  a 
dead  policeman  would  be  so  very 
difficult  to  explain.  However,  all 
ended  happily.  He  was  not 
missed. 


uJQnoatice  with  the  deep- 
-ist  regret  that  His  Majesty  King 
Faisal  of  Iraq  died  at  1.38  a.m.this 
norning,  at  Berne,  in  Switzer- 
and,  through  heart  failure. 

KING  GHAZI  I 

Accession  of  the  Crown 
Prince 

The  following  statement  was  issued 
y  the  Press  Bureau  this  afternoon: — 
“His  Royal  Highness  the  Amir 
rhazi  was  sworn  in  at  10  o’clock  this 
lorning  in  accordance  with  Article  21 
•f  the  Constitution. 

“  He  has  therefore  become  the 
ting  of  Iraq,  under  the  title  of  ‘King 
jhazi  the  Ifirst,  son  of  King  Faisal  the 
first.’  ” 

PERIOD  OF  MOURNING 


At  noon  to-day  the  Government 
issued  a  statement  that  the  period  of 
mourning  for  the  death  of  H.M  King 
Faisal  would  be  seven  days,  during 
which  flags  are  to  be  flown  at  half-mast. 

People  who  desire  to  offer  their 
condolences  may  call  attlieR  'ya'  t~'ourt 
from  8  to  10  a.m.  every  day  during  lUc- 
mourning  period. 

Mass  prayers  will  be  held  at  the 
Mosques  this  afternoon. 

The  official  programme  for  the 
funeral  ceremony  will  be  published 
before  the  body  of  H.M.  King  Faisal 
reaches  Baghdad. 


We  understand  that  H.E.  the 
British  Ambassador  has  oQered  his 
condolences  to  H.E.  the  Prime  Minister 
of  Iraq  on  the  death  of  H.M.  King 
Faisal. 

At  half-past  two  this  afternoon 
H.E.  the  British  Ambassador  and  all 
the  members  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps 
called  on  His  Majesty  King  Ghazi  to 
offer  him  their  condolences. 


Ghazi  the  First  was  sworn  in  and 
proclaimed  as  King  of  Iraq  this  morning 
in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  according  to  the  Constitution. 

At  1  p.m.  the  Royal  procession 
left  the  King’s  residence  near  the  Sarai 
and  went  to  the  Royal  Court.  H.M. 
King  Ghazi  was  followed  by  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  ex-Ministers,  the  Amin 
al-Asimah.  the  Mutasarrif  of  Baghdad, 
officers  of  the  Iraq  Army,  and  the 
Royal  Chamberlain.  Units  of  the  Iraq 
Army  stood  to  attention,  lining  the 
route  of  the  procession,  to  salute  this 
new  King. 

At  the  Royal  Palace  H.M.  King 
Ghazi  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  Diwan. 
Behind  him  were  H.E.  the  Prime 
Minister,  the  other  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  and  the  President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies. 

•  At  half-past  one  His  Majesty 
received  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Family,  ex-Miniaters,  Senators,  heads 
of  Government  Departmentts,  notables, 
leaders  of  religious  communities, 
members  of  the  legal  profession,  and 
many  otliers. 

His  Majesty  wore  uniform  as  an 
oflicer  of  the  Iraq  Arm3^  He  was 
somewhat  pale  but  composed. 

The  young  King’s  mien  was  very 
serious  when  he  drove  in  the  procession 
this  afternoon  thi'ough  the  lines  of 
soldiers.  Between  the  Royal  residence 
and  North  Gate  there  was  a  large 
gathering  of  the  public,  whose  respect¬ 
ful  salutes  were  acknowledged  by  King 
Ghazi. 

Almost  all  business  premises  and 
shops  are  closed  in  Baghdad  to-day  in 
mourning  for  King  Faisal.  Flags  on 
Government  buildings  and  foreign 
legations  are  flying  at  half  mast. 
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Two  of  the  Arabio  newspapers 
in  Baghdad  publish  articles,  in  a 
tone  of  moderation,  suggesting  how 
the  Government  and  public  can 
oo-operate  to  ensure  that  the 
victory  against  the  Assyrians  is 
followed  “by  a  victory  at  Geneva.” 
Among  the  essentials,  it  is  pointed 
out,  are  the  maintenance  of  order 
and  security,  the  preservation 
of  peace  at  home,  and  a 
confident  belief  ia  the  ability 
of  the  Government  to  carry  out  its 
duties  properly.  “Iraqis  must  prove 
by  their  couduot,  by  their  firm 
insistence  on  their  rights,  their 
maintenance  of  the  national 
honour,  and  their  self-restraint  and 
tranquillity,  that  they  are  not 
afraid  of  misrepresentations  or 
calumnies,  which  will  be  overcome 
by  the  justice  of  Iraq’s  cause.” 

•  •  • 

«  *  • 

The  article  concludes:  “Britain 
herself  has  testified,  through  her 
representatives  in  this  country, 
that  Iraq  has  done  her  best  to 
promote  the  comfort  and  the  pros 
perity  of  the  Assyrians  within 
Iraqi  unity  and  within  the  limits  of 
the  pledges  made  to  the  League  of 
Nations.  We  feel  certain  that  Britain 
will  adopt  at  Geneva  an  attitude  in 
conformity  with  the  testimony  of 
the  British  representatives.  Wo 
-ate  also  confident  that  the  League 
of  Nations  is  fully  aware  of  the 
fact  that  the  whole  of  the  East  is 
looking  forward  with  deep  ocncern 
to  the  manner  in  which  this 
question  will  be  handled  when  it 
comes  before  the  Assembly  at  the 
next  session.  Justice  alone  can 
dispel  doubt  and  suspicion.”  ^ 
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MESOPOTAMIA 


Let  us  put  on  our  Seven  League  Boots 
and  do  a  hike  of  some  six  thousand  years 
through  Mesopotamia;  the  country  that 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Noah’s  Ark, 
on  the  south  by  the  Tower  of  Babel,  on 
the  east  by  the  closed  gates  of  the  Gar¬ 
den  of  Eden,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
enticing  possibilities  of  England  and 
America. 

Mesopotamia  is  the  land  of  the  begin¬ 
nings.  Sir  William  Wilcox,  the  famous 
engineer,  builder  of  the  Assuan  Dam  in 
Egypt  and  of  the  lesser  work  on  the 
Euphrates,  after  making  a  study  of  the 
book  of  Genesis  on  the  spot,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  his  profession,  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  the  Garden  of  Eden 
was  located  between  the  “Two  Rivers”. 

All  historians  regard  Mesopotamia, 
along  with  the  Nile  valley,  as  the  seat  of 
the  earliest  civilization.  Today  it  is  the 
seat  of  the  youngest  of  the  nations. 

Let  us  just  step  down  the  Ages  and 
note  some  of  the  changes  in  this  un¬ 
changing  East,  from  the  times  of  an¬ 
cient  Accad  to  modern  Iraq. 
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First  appears  upon  the  scene  the  Patri¬ 
archal  Age;  The  Flood  is  still  a  thing  of 
vivid  memory.  Grandpa  Peleg  relates 
the  story  to  his  gathered  grandchildren 
just  as  he  had  been  told  it  by  old  Eber 
who  has  received  it  direct  from  the 
Patriarch  Shem.  Poets  were  singing  it. 
Society  is  still  sobered  by  the  recollection 
of  it.  There  is  quietness,  peace  and 
plenty.  The  people  live  largely  in  black 
tents  amid  their  innumerable  flocks  of 
sheep,  the  one  measure  of  wealth.  There 
is  no  government  other  than  the  revered 
word  of  the  tribal  Patriarch.  Jehovah  is 
honored  v/ith  sacrifices;  the  Seventh  Day 
is  known ;  and  there  is  traditional  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  story  of  Creation. 

Follows  the  Age  of  the  City  King¬ 
doms,  the  greatest  of  which  are  Babylon 
and  Nineveh.  Agriculture  has  succeeded 
sheep  raising.  From  various  motives 
families  and  tribes  have  drawn  closer  to¬ 
gether;  they  have  built  themselves  houses 
and  have  surrounded  them  with  walls. 
The  weak  seek  shelter  with  the  strong; 
the  strong  yield  leadership  to  the  strong¬ 
est.  There  is  a  king,  and  he  rules  by 
virtue  of  a  strong  arm  and  an  unflinch¬ 
ing  will.  Palaces  rise  and  temples;^  they 
reflect  the  great  minds  of  their  builders 
in  architectural  beauty  and  grandeur. 
There  is  law  and  order.  The  Code  of 
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Hammurabi  controls  all  the  details  of 
life  to  the  minutest  degree;  all  prices 
are  fixed  by  law,  whether  of  farm  prod¬ 
uce  or  the  salaries  of  professional  men. 
Physicians  are  paid  for  keeping  men  well 
and  malpractice  is  held  in  check  by  the 
grim  law  of,  eye  for  eye  and  tooth  for 
tooth.  There  are  great  libraries;  people 
I  are  reading  and  discussing,  geography, 

I  history,  law,  mathematics,  astrology, 

botany  and  zoology.  Full  lists  have  been 
I  published  of  the  flora  and  fauna  of  the 

‘  country.  A  tablet  recovered  from  one 

of  these  libraries  reads,  “Visitors  are  re¬ 
quested  to  give  to  the  librarian  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  book  they  wish  to  consult  and 
"  it  will  be  brought  to  them,”  There  are 
'  lexicons  and  grammars  and  works  on 
archeology.  Agriculture  has  been  devel- 
(  oped  and  the  country  along  the  lower 

'  reaches  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  is  a 

'  net-work  of  irrigating  canals,  the  main 

;  channels  being  wide  and  deep  enough  to 

1  float  a  small  ship.  The  writer  has  re- 

I  cently  followed  some  of  these  ancient 

I  channels  for  hours  in  an  automobile  and 

j  it  was  easy  for  him  to  visualize  this  vast 

'  plain,  now  an  arid  desert,  as  dressed  in 

I  living  green  of  wheat  and  barley. 

,  But  subservient  to  all  this  grandeur, 

;  wealth  and  luxury,  the  masses  groan 
under  oppression  and  want.  Idolatry  has 
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again  become  prevalent;  the  priest  is  al- 
mighty,  overshadowing  the  family  life, 
both  king  and  peasant  bow  down  to  him. 

The  great  names  on  men’s  lips  are 
Sargon,  Sardanapalus,  Sennacherib. 
Ashurbanipal,  and  Nebuchadnezzar, 
some  of  them  great  in  mind  as  in  deed. 
They  aspired  to  create  empires  and 
grasped  after  world-wide  supremacy. 
And  there  is  one  among  them  unknown 
to  fame  whose  name  is  destined  to  out¬ 
shine  them  all,  whose  influence  was  to 
persist  centuries  after  their  monuments 
had  crumbled  to  dust — Abraham,  the 
Friend  of  God.  And  there  was  still  an¬ 
other,  unmeasured  by  his  own  times, 
whose  work  still  stands,  whose  words 
still  speak  in  living  power — Moses,  the 
Law  Giver. 

Third  comes  the  Age  of  the  great 
World  Empires:  Babylonian  and  Assyr¬ 
ian,  to  be  succeeded  by  Persian,  Grecian 
and  Roman,  all  pictured  for  us  in  Dan¬ 
iel’s  inspired  vision.  As  we  look  out  upon 
each,  in  passing,  the  outward  semblance 
of  things  changes  from  century  to  cen¬ 
tury;  but  the  eternal  hills  and  plains  and 
rolling  streams  of  Mesopotamia  remain 
the  same;  and  so  also  unchanged  is  hu¬ 
man  nature  underlying  all  political  and 
social  transmutations.  How  rapidly  and 
lightly  we  have  touched  these  mountain 


peaks  of  history.  We  must  pause,  close 
our  eyes,  give  rein  to  a  sober  imagina¬ 
tion,  and  repeople  this  “Land  between 
the  Rivers”  with  men,  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  very  like  unto  ourselves  in  their 
joys  and  sorrows;  then  picture  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  the  wars  and  desolations  that  have 
chased  each  other  up  and  down  these 
fertile  plains,  to  lay  waste  the  land  and 
to  scourge  its  inhabitants.  There  have 
been  wars  and  famines  and  plagues; 
wholesale  deportations  and  exchanges  of 
populations  have  almost  obliterated  racial 
landmarks.  But  amid  it  all,  like  the  land 
itself,  humanity’s  burden  and  humanity’s 
hope  have  persisted  side  by  side.  Land 
and  people  have  groaned  in  travail  of 
spirit  and  have  longed  for  a  Divine 
Deliverance  intimations  of  which  have 
been  vouchsafed  them  throughout  the 
ages  we  have  just  reviewed.  {Romans 
8:i8~22.^  Deliverance!  But  v/hence? 
Can  or  will  it  ever  come  through  a 
Nebuchadnezzar,  an  Alexander  the 
Great  or  a  Ctesar? 

Now  the  strangest  Age  of  all;  It  comes 
unheralded  by  warrior’s  trumpet  and 
marching  troops.  A  Man  in  earthly  garb 
and  heavenly  face  stands  by  the  sea  of 
Galilee,  a  little  Book  in  hand  which  he 
gives  to  his  fishermen  followers,  saying, 
“Take  this  my  message  to  all  lands,  far 
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and  near,  that  are  groaning  in  bondage 
to  sin  and  war,  and  bid  them  to  be  Free 
and  at  Peace.”  And  soon  there  appeared 
again  at  the  gates  of  Nineveh,  messen¬ 
gers  of  God  in  travel-stained  smocks  and 
worn  sandals,  bearing  the  Message.  Not 
this  time  to  denounce  vengeance  but  to 
declare  peace,  heaven  won  and  heaven 
given;  the  reign  of  God  on  earth, 
through  his  Son  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

And  Mesopotamia  responded  as  did 
Nineveh  of  old.  Along  the  rivers 
churches  and  schools  sprang  into  exist¬ 
ence.  These  last  became  famous  for 
their  practical  learning  and  missionary 
spirit.  The  Scriptures  were  translated 
into  the  tongue  of  the  common  people 
and  were  multiplied  a  thousand  fold. 
Commentaries  were  written,  as  evangel¬ 
ical  and  as  pungent  as  a  sermon  by  Spur¬ 
geon.  Missionaries  were  sent  forth  to 
far-away  lands,  India  and  China,  with 
naught  but  a  bread  wallet  on  their  backs 
and  the  gospel  in  their  hands.  There 
was  an  era  of  peace.  Roads  were  safe. 
A  Roman  Pro-consul  ruled  over  this 
ever-turbulent  frontier  province  of 
Mosul  and  the  messengers  of  God  were 
free  to  come  and  go  and  to  deliver  their 
Message  of  love  and  righteousness.  The 
desert  again  began  to  blossom  as  the 
Rose.  Eden  seemed  about  to  be  restored 


again  in  the  land  of  its  birth.  On  all 
hands  the  fruits  of  Christianity  abounded. 

Would  that  the  sequel  needed  not  to 
be  told;  it  is  so  tragic,  so  disappointing. 
The  church  again  at  Kadesh-barnea; 
the  Promised  Land  before  their  eyes,  its 
fruit  seen  and  tasted;  and  again  through 
sin  and  unbelief  the  people  of  God  turn 
back  into  the  wilderness.  Man  has  failed; 
not  God.  '‘As  truly  as  I  live,  saith  the 
Lord,  all  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with 
niy  glory.”  For  this  reverse  in  God’s 
program  there  is  explanation  in  the  dis¬ 
sensions  that  broke  out  in  the  early 
church  and  consequent  corruption  fol¬ 
lowed  by  swift  discipline. 

The  sad  sequel  to  the  story  of  the 
church’s  early  conquests  in  eastern  lands 
is  to  be  seen  in  the  Age  of  Islam:  Amid 
the  barren  sands  of  Arabia  another  man 
stood  up,  sword  in  hand;  this  sword  he 
gave  to  his  fiery  followers  commanding 
them  to  make  it  the  only  alternative  to 
submission  to  Mohammed  as  Prophet. 
Filled  with  a  fiery  zeal  the  hordes  of 
Islam  swept  up  out  of  the  desert  and 
like  an  army  of  locusts  alighted  on  the 
luxuriant  gardens  of  Mesopotamia  and 
in  brief  time  laid  bare  the  Lord’s  heri¬ 
tage.  Tamerlane  and  Genghis  Khan 
follow'ed  to  complete  the  work  of  dev¬ 
astation.  There  was  a  brief  Arab  Golden 
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Age,  worthy  of  all  honor,  the  story  of 
which  must  be  told  at  another  time. 
During  this  brief  period  the  sciences  and 
literature  again  flourished  in  the  city  of 
me  califs;  and  European  students  fre- 
quented  their  halls  of  learning.  But  as 
dynasty  succeeded  dynasty  confusion  in¬ 
creased,  wars  multiplied,  the  land  was 
laid  waste ;  the  people  impoverished  and 
oppressed  preyed  one  upon  another  and 
sank  to  still  lower  levels  of  social  and 
political  life.  This  country,  once  so  fer¬ 
tile  and  well  populated,  has  become 
largely  desert;  a  perfect  graveyard  of 
buried  cities.  The  cities  and  towns  of 
today  are  separated  one  from  the  other 
by  wide  stretches  of  barren  land.  Where 
prosperous  communities  once  tilled  the 
soil  the  Bedouin  Arab  today  v/anders  in 
lonely  bands  with  his  camels  and  sheep. 
As  written  long  ago,  the  land  has  been 
bereft  of  its  inhabitants;  the  cormorant 
and  the  bittern  possess  it;  the  owl  and 
the  raven  dwell  in  it;  there  has  been 
stretched  out  upon  it  the  line  of  confu¬ 
sion  and  the  stones  of  emptiness. 

We  pause  after  our  long  journey  of 
near  six  thousand  years;  the  past  history 
of  this  Land  of  the  Two  Rivers  has 
been  unrolled  before  us.  Has  it  impressed 
you?  Has  it  sobered  you  a  bit?  Has  it 
raised  questions  in  your  mind?  Do  you 


ask.  What  is  the  meaning  of  it  all?  Is 
this  the  end  of  it?  Or  must  history  re¬ 
peat  itself  interminably  in  terms  of  war 
and  famine  and  plague?  Is  there  no  pos¬ 
sibility  of  a  new  order,  a  new  Age,  for 
this  hoary  Land? 

Thank  God  there  is  such  possibility; 
yea,  certainty.  A  certainty  based  in  the 
very  nature  of  God  and  his  unchanging 
Purpose.  He  has  spoken;  He  has  Prom¬ 
ised,  And  that  Promise  cannot  be  broken, 
sealed  as  it  has  been  in  the  blood  of  his 
dear  Son.  This  desert  shall  blossom  as 
the  Rose;  from  Mosul  to  Bagdad,  from 
Bagdad  to  Damascus  and  Jerusalem, 
there  will  be  gardens  and  orchards  and 
fruitful  fields;  people  shall  dwell  in  the 
land  as  aforetime,  villages  v/ill  spring 
up  with  schools  and  churches.  The  old 
time  soil  remains  as  fertile  as  ever 
and  only  awaits  the  life-giving  touch  of 
water  to  yield  its  wealth  in  wheat  and 
barley.  Every  spring  witnesses  to  this, 
when  with  the  coming  of  the  spring 
rains  the  vast  plains  of  Mesopotamia, 
brown  and  barren  for  ten  months  of  the 
year,  suddenly  stand  forth  dressed  in  liv¬ 
ing  green.  -  Ezekiel  \i2S  both  a  phys¬ 
ical  and  spiritual  fulfilment:  These 
waters  issue  out  toward  the  East  country 
and  go  down  into  the  desert — and  every 
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thing  shall  live  whither  the  river  cometh. 

Restoration  of  land  and  people, 
through  the  life-giving  water,  physically 
and  spiritually.  Far-seeing  commercial 
agents  are  already  in  the  land  with  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  behind  them  prospecting 
for  the  wealth  that  lies  in  and  beneath 
the  soil  and  they  will  command  water  in 
abundance.  The  Government  is  cooper^ 
ating  with  them  in  experimental  farm¬ 
ing  and  here  and  there  the  green  belt  of 
the  rivers  is  widening,  pushing  out  into 
the  desert.  Commerce  is  the  hand-maiden 
of  the  Word  to  fulfil  God’s  will  and 
purpose  in  things  physical. 

We  may  count  upon  commerce.  May 
God  count  upon  us?  We  are  God’s  agents 
to  prospect  and  to  develop,  not  the  land 
but  the  people.  And  the  people  no  less 
than  the  land  are  thirsting  for  water. 
And  it  is  as  true  of  them  as  it  is  of  the 
land,  that  wheresoever  the  River  cometh 
— the  Water  of  Life — there  everything 
shall  live.  There  will  be  new  life  in 
every  department  of  the  body  politic. 
T'here  is  evidence  of  spiritual  thirst  but 
it  must  be  recogni2ed  that  the  thirst  is 
largely  intellectual.  Schools  are  in  de¬ 
mand  everywhere,  and  for  both  boys  and 
girls.  But  the  mind  that  is  athirst  for 
knowledge  will  be  most  often  found  in¬ 
terested  in  the  moral  and  spiritual  side 
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of  life  whether  in  the  individual  or  in 
the  community. 

Other  letters  from  Mosul,  Bagdad 
and  Hillah  will  deal  more  in  detail  v/ith 
our  missionary  aims  and  prospects.  Per¬ 
mit  me  in  closing  to  ask  of  you  that  you 
retain  this  historical  review  of  Meso¬ 
potamia’s  past  as  a  background  against 
which  to  place  the  present  and  future  as 
we  see  it  and  God  shall  reveal  it  to  us. 
To  me  there  is  a  vast  appeal  in  those 
centuries  of  hope  long  deferred  that;  in¬ 
deed  has  left  many  heartsick.  It  is  a  joy 
to  me  that  I  have  been  chosen  to  play  an 
humble  part  to  awaken  people  again  to 
the  hope  of  the  Glory  of  God,  the  hope 
that  maketh  not  ashamed.  We  welcome 
you  young  people  as  sharers  and  bearers 
of  this  blessed  hope. 

There  is  pleasure  in  growing  sweet 
peas;  there  is  a  greater  thrill  in  growing 
an  apple  tree.  But  what  shall  be  said  of 
partnership  with  God  in  growing  na¬ 
tions? 

E.  W.  McDowell, 
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I  have  also  been  In  touch  with  officials  of  the  Foreign 
Office  and  of  the  Colonial  Office  and  who  deal  with  the  countries 
In  my  area,  and  have  had  several  conversations  with  them.  A  question 
which  has  recently  come  to  the  fore  in  a  critical  form  and  is 
likely  to  lead  to  further  complications  is  that  of  the  Assyrian 
community  In  Iraq.  The  problem  Involved  has  been  the  subjection 
of  contention  over  ten  years,  but  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in 
the  first  week  of  August,  In  which  some  400  persons  lost  their 
lives,  has  brought  the  problem  Into  the  limelight.  In  view  of 
the  Importance  which  It  Is  likely  to  acquire,  in  Geneva  as  well 
as  In  Iraq,  I  think  it  worthwhile  to  submit  the  following  brief 
analysis  of  the  problem,  which  represents  my  conclusions  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  consultations  I  have  had  on  the  subject. 

5.  The  Assyrians  are  a  small  and  racially  distinct  Christian 
clan  whose  homeland  was,  until  recently,  the  Hakklarl  region  In 
Southern  Asia  Minor,  and  who  have  retained  their  customs  and  In¬ 
dividuality,  as  well  as  their  religious  creed,  unchanged  since 
they  embraced  the  Nestorlan  Church  In  the  early  days  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  era.  During  the  war,  as  a  result  of  secret  Russian  Instiga¬ 
tions,  they  rebelled  against  their  Turkish  masters,  for  which 
they  subsequently  suffered  reprisals  at  the  hands  of  the  Turks 
and  of  the  Kurdish  clans  who  live  on  the  fringe  of  the  Rakklarl 
region.  The  decimated  Assyrians,  numbering  about  40,000  souls, 
were  forced  to  retreat  towards  the  south,  and  eventually  they 
took  refuge  In  the  Mosul  district  where  they  came  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  British  armies  who  had  conquered  Mesopotamia.  In 
1925,  when  the  Council  of  the  League  of  Hatlons  gave  Its  award 
In  the  Mosiil  dispute.  It  was  found  the  the  whole  of  the  Hakklarl 
region  had  been  Included  within  the  territory  assigned  to  Turkey. 
This  meant  that  the  unfortunate  Assyrians,  who  were  prevented 
by  fear  of  persecution  from  reverting  to  Turkish  dominance,  found 
themselves  In  effect  precluded,  by  the  award  of  the  League  of 
nations  Council,  from  returning  to  the  country  which  had  been 
their  traditional  homeland.  They  were  thus  faced  with  the  problem 
of  finding  a  new  and  permanent  home. 


The  only  alternative  open  to  them  lay  In  a  choice  between 
migrating  to  Persia  or  Syria,  and  remaining  In  Iraq.  About  a  year 
ago,  their  leaders  entered  Into  negotiations  with  the  Persian 
Government  with  a  view  to  arranging  for  the  Immigration  of  their 
people  and  their  settlement  in  the  Shah's  kingdom;  but  the  nego¬ 
tiations  fell  through  owing  to  the  unwillingness  or  the  inability 
of  the  Persian  Government  to  assign  to  the  Assyrians  an  area  suffi¬ 
ciently  large  to  enable  them  to  settle  together  and  live  as  one 
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unit.  The  result  is  that  one  of  the  three  possible  alternatives 
has  been  practically  eliminated,  and  will  remain  so  eliminated  so 
long  as  the  Assyrians  maintain  their  insistence  on  being  settled 
in  a  single  individual  area.  With  regard  to  Syria,  while  it  is 
undeniable  that  the  French  mandatory  authorities  would  not  look 
with  disfavour  upon  the  entry  under  their  protection  of  yet 
another  "minority"  community,  the  practical  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  making  available  the  space  required  for  the  settlement 
of  the  Assyrians  have,  together  with  certain  political  consider¬ 
ations,  militated  against  their  giving  their  consent,  up  to  the 
present  at  any  rate.  So  that  to  all  Intents  and  purposes,  the 
only  alternative  practically  open  to  the  Assyrians  is  for  them 
to  remain  in  Iraq,  and  to  accept  the  facilities,  and  conform 
to  the  obligations,  which  the  Iraq  Government  have  devised  for  their 
settlement. 


6.  The  leaders  of  the  Assyrian  community,  or  more  exactly 
a  small  but  influential  section  of  them,  have  not  seen  fit  to 
fall  in  with  the  arrangements  made  for  them.  They  have  shown  them¬ 
selves  suspicious,  obstinate  and  truculent.  The  head  of  their 
community  is  Patriarch  Nar  Shlmun  XXI,  a  young  man  of  25,  who  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  England  under  Anglican  ecclesiastical 
giridance,  is  their  temporal  as  well  as  their  spiritual  chief. 

He  appears  to  lack  not  only  the  experience  but  also  the  tempera¬ 
ment  required  for  the  Judicious  handling  of  this  difficult 
question.  His  two  main  claims  are:  (a)  the  recognition  of  his 
status  as  the  Ethnark  of  the  Assyrian  community,  on  such  a  basis 
as  would  grant  him  special  privileges,  amounting  in  practice 
to  extraterritorial  rlghtsj  and  (b)  the  settlement  of  his  com¬ 
munity  as  a  single  unit  in  an  area  which  would  form  a  distinct 
Assyrian  enclave.  His  attitude  has  been  consistently  to  reject 
all  offers  made  to  him  by  the  Iraq  Government  that  did  not  satis¬ 
fy  those  two  claims.  The  overt  sympathy  with  the  Assyrians,  which 
the  Church  of  England  has  evinced  throughout,  and  which  has  be¬ 
come  keener  since  a  suggestion  was  made  recently  to  the  effect 
that  the  Assyrians  might  go  over  as  a  body  to  Rome, 

has  served  to  stiffen  the  Patriarch  in  his  attitude,  and  has 
also  had  the  unfortunate  effect  of  giving  the  conflict  between 
him  and  the  Iraq  Government  the  appearance  of  a  conflict  In  which 
a  weak  Christian  community  is  fighting  to  preserve  its  integrity 
from  the  tyranny  of  a  Moslem  state. 

The  Iraq  Government,  on  the  other  hand,  who  have  displayed 
commendable  good-will  and  patience  throughout  the  dispute,  have 
succeeded  in  danonstrating  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  League  of 
Hatlons  that  there  is  no  territory  av^ble  of  such  size  as  to 
permit  of  the  settlement  of  the  Assyrians  In  one  urJ.t,  and  that 
the  only  means  whereby  it  could  be  made  available  would  be  by 
dispossessing  and  displacing  groups  of  Kurdish  peasantry  from 
their  own  homelands.  That,  the  Iraq  Goverment  are  not  Prepared 
to  do,  not  only  on  grounds  of  Juatioe  to  the  Kurds,  but  also  e 
cause  such  a  measure  would  he  violently  resisted  by  the  latter 
and  would  lead  to  grave  dissension.  What  the  Iraq 
are  prepared  to  do  and  have  publicly  offered  is  to  place  at  the 
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disposal  of  the  Assyrians,  free  of  charge,  certain  tracts  of 
fertile  land  on  which  they  could  settle  in  separate  groups  and 
make  themselves  a  new  and  permanent  home  as  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Iraq,  subject  to  its  laws  and  to  its  protection.  In 
earnest  of  their  good  intentions,  the  Iraq  Government  did,  some  time 
:  go,  appoint  Major  Thompson,  an  experienced  British  officer,  as 
special  commissioner  to  supervise  the  settlement  of  the  Assyrians 
on  suitable  land;  and  this  appointment  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
League  Council.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  Assyrian  Patriarch  has 
refused  to  recognize  the  appointment  of  Major  Thompson  or  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  him,  thus  defying  the  authority  of  the  Iraq 
Government,  but  also  of  the  League  Council  who  had  expressed  their 
approval  of  the  appointment, 

7.  Such  are  the  essential  features  of  this  problem  which 
has  acquired  an  importance  out  of  proportion  with  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and  bids  fair  to  Involve  both  the  League  of  Nations  and 
the  British  Government  into  difficulties  with  the  Arab  State. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  admission  of  Iraq  to  the  League  of 
Nations  encountered  a  considerable  amount  of  resistance  in  certain 
quarters,  and  that  one  of  the  chief  arguments  advanced  against  it 
was  that  there  was  no  sufficient  safeguard  that  the  new  Arab  state, 
when  emancipated  from  all  foreign  administrative  control,  would 
adequately  protect  the  rights  of  minorities.  The  permanent  Mandates 
Commission  in  Geneva  declined  to  undertake  any  responsibility  on 
this  point;  and  it  was  only  when  the  British  Government,  who  were 
pressing  for  the  termination  of  the  mandate,  explicitly  shouldered 
the  moral  responsibility  Involved  that  the  League  Council  agreed 
to  the  mandate  being  surrendered. 


The  incidents  which  broke  out  this  summer,  accompanied  as  they 
were  by  serious  loss  of  life  and  an  appearance  of  ferocity  on  the 
part  of  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Iraq  Government,  have  raised  the 
question  again  in  an  acute  form.  It  is  not  necessary,  for  the  pur- 
noses  of  the  present  analysis,  to  endeavor  to  trace  the  immediate 
causes  of  the  outbreak,  partly  because  the  information  available 
here  is  incomplete  or  tendenclous,  and  partly  because  the  immediate 
causes  are  of  secondary  importance  in  relation  to  the  fmdamental 
issue  which  remains  unsolved  and  which  is  the  real  cause  of  the 
trouble.  In  any  case,  an  inquiry  Into  the  causes  of  the  outbreak 
is  to  be  held  in  Geneva,  and  until  the  results  of  that  inquiry 
are  known  it  is  preferable  at  this  distance  to  refrain  from  ex¬ 
pressing  a  judgment. 


3.  It  is  pretty  certain,  however,  that  whatever  may  be  the 
findings  of  the  inquiry,  the  outbreak  will  be  seized  upon  by  those 
to  whom  Iraq's  admission  to  the  League  was  unpalatable,  end  by 
those  with  whom  concern  for  the  Assyrians  has  become  a  matter  of 
political  tactics,  as  evidence  in  support  of  their  former  content¬ 
ion  that  the  emancipation  of  the  Arab  state  at  this  stage  of  its 
evolution  was  premature  and  dangerous.  Already  there  are  indi¬ 
cations  to  show,  in  the  press  and  elsewhere,  that  forces  are  being 
mobilized  for  a  campaign  of  which  the  dual  object  will  be,  in  the 
first  place  to  discredit  the  Iraq  Government  as  being  until  to  pro¬ 
tect  minorities,  and,  in  the  second,  to  t^e  Great  Britain  to  task 
for  having  surrendered  her  mandate  too  soon. 


-  4  - 


To  what  extent  such  a  campaign  might  succeed  will  largely  depend 
on  the  degree  of  first-hand  knowledge  of  conditions  In  Iraq  which 
will  be  available  In  Geneva.  The  danger  is  that  a  campaign  of  that 
sort  will  tend,  by  Introducing  Irrelevant  factors  Into  the  con¬ 
troversy  as  It  necessarily  must,  to  obscure  the  real  Issue  which 
remains:  how  to  settle  the  unfortunate  Assyrian  community  on  a 
suitable,  safe  and  permanent  basis. 

9.  The  difficulties  and  dangers  inherent  In  the  Assyrian 
problem  have  been  considerably  accentuated  by  the  death  of  Klng^elsal 
He  had  proceeded  to  Berne  at  the  beginning  of  August  to  undergo  a 
cure  with  his  specialist  physician;  but  the  outbreak  on  the  Syrian 
frontier  caused  him,  in  a  public-spirited  Impulse  which  cost  him 
his  life,  to  postpone  his  cure  and  proceed  post-haste  to  Baghdad. 
There  he  remained  three  weeks  dealing  with  the  crisis  while  the 
state  of  his  health  became  steadily  worse.  He  returned  to  Berne 
on  the  4th  of  September,  a  very  sick  man,  and  died  three  days  later 
of  heart  failure. 

His  death  may  have  very  far-reaching  consequences  on  the  future, 
not  only  of  Iraq,  but  of  all  Arab  countries  whose  welfare  he  had  so 
much  at  heart.  So  far  as  Iraq  is  concerned,  there  Is  no  telling 
what  the  consequences  of  his  death  might  be.  He  was  a  force  and 
factor  for  stability.  He  had  the  ability  and  prestige  required  to 
control  forces  pulling  against  each  other,  and  to  check  excesses. 

His  son  Ghazl,  who  succeeds  him  at  the  age  of  21,  does  not  possess 
those  two  essential  attributes,  whatever  his  other  merits  may  be. 

And  the  possibility  of  civil  dissension  breaking  out  in  Iraq  In  the 
not  very  distant  future  should  he  reckoned  with. 


Yours  sincerely, 

(signed)  G.  Antonius. 


AN  APPEAL 
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Mar  Eshai  Shimun  xxi 


CATHOLICOS  PATRIARCH  OF  THE  ASSYRIANS 


To; 


ALL  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCHES 


NICOSIA,  CYPRUS 


1933. 


PRiNTSB  AT  «NISDSIA»  PR5NTING  OFFICE.  BY  CHR  NlGCLASy.  NiCSSEA.  CYPRUS. 


AN  APPEAL 


FROM  : 


MAR  ESHAI  SHIMUN  XXI 


CATHOUCOS  PATRIARCH  OF  THE  ASSYRIANS 


TO: 

ALL  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCHES. 

HE  present  dolorous  and  grievous  position  of  the  Assyrians,  the  First  Christian  People  who 
embraced  Christianity,  makes  it  incumbent  on  me  Spiritually,  as  the  Head  of  the  Assyrian 


Church  of  the  East,  to  broadcast,  alas,  a  desponding  appeal  to  alt  the  Christian  Churches  to  come  to 
the  aid  of  the  Assyrians  in  Iraq  v/ho,  for  certain  reasons  coupled  with  religious  frenzy  on  the  part  of 
the  Iraq  government,  have  been  persecuted  by  that  government  during  the  month  of  August  1933, 
unfortunately  under  the  eyes  of  the  Greatest  Christian  Empire  in  the  world. 

This  is  one  of  the  darkest  hours  in  the  history  of  the  Assyrian  Church  and  People. 

The  Assyrians,  due  to  their  inevitable  entry  into  the  world  conflict  of  1914/18,  lost  their  original 
homes  in  Turkey  and  their  fighting  qualities  and  faiihfuiness  were  utilized  by  the  British  authorities 
for  the  last  eighteen  years  in  the  hope  that  the  latter  would  reciprocate  by  redeeming  faithfully  the 
promises  made  to  the  Assyrians  for  a  home  in  which  they  could  develop  and  prosper  on  Christian 
lines  and  Teachings. 

The  Aeglo-!raq  relations  which  saw  many  changes  were  finally  defined  in  the  Anglo-Iraq  Treaty 
of  June  30,  1930  which  deliberately  neglected  the  interests  of  the  Assyrians  thus  leaving  them  homeless 
and  destitute  as  the  British  Government  undertook  to  support  unconditionally  since  1929  the  admission 
of  the  Iraq  to  the  League  of  Nations  in  1932  without  making  adequate  provisions  for  the  safeguarding 
of  the  Assyrian  interests  as  was  originally  undertaken. 

Ever  since  1930,  we  have  been  making  representations  to  the  League  of  Nations  in  which  we 
expressed  in  no  uncertain  terms  our  apprehensions  for  the  future.  The  Permanent  Mandates  Commission 
did  not  only  fee!  but  shared  our  fears,  but  Sir  Francis  Humphrys  formerly  British  High  Commissioner 
and  now  Ambassador,  undertook  on  behalf  of  His  Government  to  “shoulder  the  moral  responsibility 
should  Iraq  prove  herself  unv/orthy  of  the  confidence  placed  in  her”.  Vis-a-vis  this  eminent  declaration 
the  League  of  Nations  was  compelled  to  be  silenced  before  the  British  announcement  and  satisfied 
itself  with  «Paper  guarantees*  for  the  safeguarding  of  the  lives  atsd  properties  of  the  iraq  Minorities. 
We  protested  and  said  that  neither  the  ‘British  moral  responsibiSifity*  nor  the  ‘Paper  guarantees,  are 
sufficient  to  protect  us  once  the  fanatic  iraq  government  is  let  loose  and  I,  in  accordance  with  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Assyrian  People,  definitely  stres.sed  the  point  in  my  appeal  of  September 
1931  addressed  to  the  League  of  Nations  that.  ‘If  the  mandate  is  lifted  without  effective  guarantees  for 
our  protection  in  the  future,  our  extermination  would  follow*. 

Only  nine  months  have  elapsed  .since  the  lifting  of  the  mandate  when  our  fears  based  on  experience 
and  facts  have  been  substantiated  by  a  wholesale  massacre  of  Ihe  f^synans  in  the  Mosul  Liwa  and  by 
persecution  of  others  in  other  parts  of  Iraq. 

After  a  strong  opposition  from  the  iraq  government  and  with  no  one  to  defend  our  point  of  view,  it 
was  decided  to'  appoint  a  seitiemenf  expert  in  an  advisory  capacity  with  no  executive  power.  Being  a 
paid  servant  of  the  iraq  government,  it  was  natural  that  he  would  pursue  the  policy  of  the  Iraq  govern¬ 
ment  which  aimed  at  the  destruction  in  due  course,  of  Our  Faith,  Language,  traditions,  customs  and 
usages  and  Our  existence  as  a  Race.  The  Iraq  government  in  order  to  render  this  one-eyed  settlement 
futile,  instigated  and  encouraged  the  fanatic  Mu.slim  elements  against  the  Assyrians.  An  extensive  press 
campaign  throughout  iraq  passed  unchallenged  for  five  months  and  thus  it  prepared  the  public  opinion  for 
a  Holy  War.  it  was  now  the  universal  belief  of  the  Arabs  that  the  war  was  between  the  Crescent  and 
the  Cross.  This  was  finally  put  in  operation  in  August  1933.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Arabs  volun¬ 
teered  to  fight  a  handful  of  «unbelievers»  and  •infidels*. 


Men,  women  and  children  were  massacred  wholesale  most  barbarously  by  rifle,  revolver  and  machine 
gun  fire.  Groups  of  Assyrians  were  tied  up  with  ropes  and  shot  down  by  the  regular  and  irregular 
troops  of  the  Iraq  army.  The  Ministers  of  interior  and  Defence  and  other  high  officials  were  a  few  mi¬ 
les  away  from  the  massacre  zone.  Priests  were  killed  and  their  bodies  muliiated.  Assyrian  women  were 
violated  and  killed.  Priests  and  A-ssyrian  young  men  were  killed  instantly  after  refusing  forced  conversion 
to  Muhammadanism.  The  rapacious  Arabs  who  were  armed  and  instigated  by  the  Arab  officials  who 
received  their  instructions  from  the  central  authorities  carried  away  the  cattle  and  belongings  of  the 
Assyrians  with  impunity.  Hoiy  books  were  destroyed  and  Assyrian  villages  set  on  fire.  Assyrian  children 
whilst  hanging  on  to  their  parents  who  were  being  driven  to  the  butcheries  were  shot  dead.  Pregnant 
women  had  their  wombs  cut  and  their  babies  destroyed. 

These  atrocious  acts  were  carried  out  by  the  military  and  civil  authorities  of  the  Iraq  government. 
Certain  irregular  Kurds  vjeie  also  encouraged  and  armed  by  the  Iraq  government  to  join  in  plundering 
of  the  Assyrians  but  the  action  of  such  Kurds  should  not  convey  the  impression  that  the  enlightened 
Kurds  favoured  the  actions  of  their  compatriots. 

The  British  flying  officers  could  do  no  more  than  take  photographs  from  the  air  while  those  in  the 
service  of  the  Iraq  government  were  prevented  from  visiting  the  massacre  zones. 

The  names  of  the  Assyrian  Martyrs  are  in  my  possession  which  1  will  make  known  in  due  course. 
Only  those  acquainted  with  the  atrocities  of  1894/96  and  1915  will  realize  the  ferocity  with  which  the 
outrageous  acts  were  carried  out  against  my  people  in  this  twentieth  century. 

Under  the  circumstances  !  appeal  to  every  Christian  Church  and  Institution  to  use  all  the  influence 
at  their  command  to  make  known  these  facts  and  support  v/hole  heartedly  the  case  of  my  People  befo¬ 
re  their  respective  governments  and  the  League  of  Nations. 

I  should  like  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  I  am  not  making  this  appeal  for  Christian  support  Just  be¬ 
cause  we  are  Christians  but  because  we  have  been  definitely  persecuted  for  being  such.  The  Christian 
Teachings,  Justice  and  Humanity  make  me  feel  confident  that  the  support  which  !  am  most  earnestly 
seeking  -would  be  forthcoming. 

The  Assyrian  case  is  now  being  considered  by  the  League  of  Nations  and  1  beg  for  any  support 
that  you  can  give  in  the  matter  for  which  the  Assyrian  Church  and  People  would  be  cordially  grateful 

Should  you  require  any  additional  details  of  the  massacres  or  regarding  the  case  in  general,  I  should 
be  glad  to  furnish  you  with  such  details. 

Finally,  I  pray  the  Almighty  God  to  crown  your  efforts  on  behalf  of  my  martyred  People  with 
success. 


By  the  Grace  of  God 


Cadtolicos  Patriarch 


Nicosia,  Cyprus,  September  20ih,  1933. 
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THE  PATTERN  FOR  PRAYER 

There  are  two  Lord’s  Prayers.  One  is  a  pattern  prayer 
for  ail  who  speak  to  God  together.  The  other  is  a  pattern 
prayer  for  each  one  of  us  when  we  speak  to  God  alone. 

On  the  eve  of  his  parting  from  them,  Jesus  entrusted  to 
his  Father  his  little  group  of  personal  friends,  setting  forever 
a  supreme  example  both  of  the  manner  and  the  motive  of 
personal  intercession.  If  Jesus  in  that  black  hour  perceived 
the  need  his  loved  ones  had  of  his  prayers  for  them,  and  re¬ 
vealed  also  his  personal  sense  of  need  for  prayer,  we,  his 
followers,  are  coerced  to  follow  his  example  in  asking  holy 
help  for  those  we  love  who  face  the  black  hour  of  today. 

In  Jesus’  view  there  is  no  pettiness  in  asking  God’s  special 
care  for  his  personal  friends.  Rather,  he  seems  to  regard  such 
prayer  as  a  most  sacred  duty.  Perhaps  each  one  of  us  is 
mysteriously  chosen  by  God  to  be  the  guardian  through  prayer 
of  that  little  band  lent  us  by  Him  to  be  our  closest  and  dear¬ 
est.  If  so,  we  must  always  be  following  the  pattern  prayer 
of  Jesus — always  the  prayer  of  faith,  never  the  prayer  of  fear. 
For  those  he  loved,  Jesus  was  brave  enough  to  ask  not  pro¬ 
tection  but  victory. 

Looking  at  all  the  steps  in  Jesus’  great  intercessory  prayer, 
we  gain  this  thought  for  ourselves — perhaps  only  as  we  pray, 
name  by  name,  for  those  we  love,  do  we  obtain  vision  and 
momentum  to  pray  for  all  others,  too,  as  Jesus  at  the  end 
expands  his  petitions  to  include  all  the  vast  hosts  of  the  future. 

Verse  by  verse,  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  John  enshrines 
the  supreme  motive  for  all  prayer.  That  power  of  help  chat 
we  might  neglect  for  ourselves  we  dare  not  neglect  for  others 
when  even  the  Holy  One  of  God  said,  "For  their  sakes  I 
consecrate  myself.” 

— ^Winifred  Kirkland. 


A  Message  From  The 
Moderator 

At  tijia  ffll|rtatraaa  ttraa  lat  ms  leaaa 
tiff  t?i04  ahatrartiona  of  mata- 
pijyairal  aperalatioti;  lat  «a  go  bark 
to  tlf?  familiar  atrrrta  of  l^rti|lrl|rm  anb 
Ijrar  again  tit?  olb  mraaagr,  “Unto 
yon  ia  born  a  ^anior.”  Hat  na  fmb 
tljr  0II|riat  again  mlferr  ttfr  atjrylfrrba 
fonnb  fim.  “mrapfirb  in  amabbling 
rlctljro.  Igiog  to  a  manger.” 

Aa  airaple  men.  tireb  of  long  matrlf- 
ing  in  tl|e  bark,  aa  miae  men  meary  of 
aperulationa,  aa  ainful  men  aaking  for 
aalnation.  aa  Ifeacy-laben  men  aaking 
for  reat— let  na,  one  anb  all,  tl|ia 
(•IljriBtmaa  time,  go  bark  to  Setl|lel|em, 
praying  aa  me  go  for  life  rl|ilblike  eyea 
to  aee,  rifilblike  Ijeart  to  nnberatanb, 
anb  rifilblike  lone  to  melrome  ©Ifriat 
into  eoery  relation  anb  enery  realm  of 
human  life. 

—JOHN  McDowell 
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Christmas  In  a  Mining  Town 

By  Julia  Spickard 

Miss  Spickard  is  in  charge  of  City,  Inunigrant  and  Industrial  Service  for  the  Board  of 
National  Missions  at  Piney  Fork,  a  coal  mining  town  jn  Southeastern  Ohio,  she  tells 
the  story  of  last  Christmas  in  that  little  mining  town  in  a  form  wlucli  not  only  makes 
entertaining  reading,  but  which  should  inspire  other  places  to  go  and  do  likewise. 


CHRISTMAS !  With  a  feeling  akin 
to  dread  we  began  to  think  about 
it.  How  does  one  summon  the 
Christmas  spirit  when  there  seems  to  be 
none  of  the  feeling  of  Christmas  any¬ 
where  about?  How  can  one  ask  people 
to  bring  gifts  to  the  Christ  Child  when 
we  know  that  every  penny  is  needed  in 
the  home?  How  bring  to  hearts  bowed 
down  with  worry  and  depression  the 
glad  message, 

“Joy  to  the  world,  the  Lord  is  come! 

Let  every  heart  prepare  Him  room.” 

Scene  I. 

Time:  Monday  after  Thanksgiving. 

Place;  The  Kindergarten. 

Gloria,  aged  four,  began  it:  Santa 
Claus  was  on  our  radio  last  night ! 
Chorus  of  voices:  He  was  on  ours, 
too ! .  . .  I  heard  him ! . . .  Maybe  my 
mother  is  going  to  take  me  to  see 
him... He  is  going  to  bring  me  a 
baby  doll. .  .I’m  going  to  get  a  choo- 
choo  train!. .  . 

Italo:  My,  I  like  Santa  Claus! 
Teacher:  When  will  Santa  come? 

All:  Christmas,  Christmas! 

Teacher:  What  is  Christmas? 

Andy :  Vt^hen  we  get  presents  . 
Teacher :  But  why  do  we  have 

Christmas? 

Ann  :  To  have  lots  of  fun. 

Betty :  Because  we  need  new  toys. 

And  so  the  teacher  had  her  challenge. 
Next  day  she  got  out  her  Christmas  pic¬ 
tures  and  began  telling  the  story  of 
Christmas.  Strange,  the  power  of  that 
story  to  stir  the  imagination  and  grip  the 
heart,  until  even  Santa  Claus  must  take 


second  place  1  Soon  "Away  in  a  Manger” 
was  the  favorite  song,  and  Richard,  our 
littlest  one,  habitually  started  the  morn¬ 
ing  program  with  the  request,  "Now  tell 
about  the  camels!”  Even  those  babies 
seemed  to  sense  that  this  story  was  dif¬ 
ferent  from  all  other  stories,  and  they 
listened  with  a  quiet  attention  that  was 
beautiful.  Surely, 

“Where  meek  souls  will  receive  Him  still, 

Tllie  dear  Christ  enters  in.” 

Scene  II. 

Time:  The  Sunday  before  Christmas. 

(Part  i.) 

The  Sunday  school  hour  at  the  church. 
On  the  platform  was  an  empty  Christ¬ 
mas  tree.  Children  came  forward  bear¬ 
ing  gifts,  food  and  clothing  for  the 
needy,  and  placed  them  on  the  tree  as 
they  sang : 

“Gifts  unto  the  Christ  Child 
We  a'-e  carrying.” 

Then  a  silent  prayer  of  consecration, 
and  the  song  ending: 

“What  can  I  give  Him? 

Give  him  my  heart !” 

(Part  2.) 

Sunday  evening  in  the  community 
theater.  The  room  was  crowded  with 
people  who  had  come  to  see  the  annual 
Christmas  pageant.  Hours  of  study  and 
some  wakeful  nights  had  gone  into  the 
making  of  that  pageant!  Only  a  mission 
worker  knows  the  trials  and  tribulations 
that  are  involved  in  giving  a  Christmas 
pageant  in  a  mining  town — the  difficulty 
of  finding  a  pageant,  ready  made,  that 
will  be  beautiful  and  dignified  and  still 
fit  the  limitations  of  the  tiny  stage,  the 
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youthful  actors,  and  the  partly  European 
audience.  This  year  nothing  suitable  was 
found,  so  a  new  one  had  to  be  written — 
or,  rather,  compiled  from  many  sources. 
Then  rehearsals,  and  all  sorts  of  minor 
calamities — a  soloist  quarantined  because 
of  scarlet  fever;  a  vaudeville  company 
in  possession  of  the  hall  till  late  Sunday 
afternoon;  a  sleet  storm  which  made  it 
impractical  to  move  our  piano  and  nec¬ 
essitated  the  use  of  an  out-of-tune 
antique  which  required  two  people  to 
hold  the  music  in  place ;  and  a  stere- 
opticon  which  at  the  final  rehearsal  re¬ 
fused  to  do  anything  but  crack  expensive 
slides. 

But  the  great  moment  arrived  at  last. 
A  young  man,  dressed  in  oriental  garb, 
took  his  place  on  the  stage.  A  snicker 
went  through  the  room,  and  we  behind 
the  scenes  sent  up  a  little  prayer  for 
help  as  we  wondered  if  our  offering  was 
to  be  received  as  a  farce  instead  of  a 
religious  service.  Then  a  star  appeared, 
and  a  chorus  of  girls  dressed  as  oriental 
pilgrims  came  down  the  aisle  singing, 
“Watchman,  tell  us  of  the  night!" 

And  the  watchman  on  the  stage 
answered, 

“Traveler,  o’er  yon  mountain's  height 
See  that  glory-beaming  star!" 

The  room  became  very  still  as  the 
Christmas  story  began  to  work  its  magic 
in  human  hearts.  White-robed  girls, 
carrying  candles,  took  their  places  on  the 
stage,  and  the  story  unfolded  through 
the  medium  of  carols,  Bible  readings  and 
stereopticon  pictures.  The  last  picture 
was  ‘‘Come  unto  Me,”  as  a  soloist  sang 
Handel’s  ‘‘Come  unto  Me,  ye  weary.” 

The  White  Gifts  Service  which  fol¬ 
lowed  was  Rita  Benton’s  lovely  ‘‘Christ¬ 
mas  Manger  Service,”  in  which  the 
younger  children  came  to  the  manger, 
as  the  shepherds  and  wise  men  bore  their 
gifts,  to  present  their  offerings  to  the 
Christ.  Our  feelings  were  put  into 
words  for  us  as  the  angels  closed  the 
service  with  the  theme-song : 

“What  can  I  give  Him, 

Poor  as  I  am? 

If  I  were  a  shepherd 
I  would  bring  Him  a  lamb! 

If  I  were  a  wise  man, 

I  would  do  my  part. 

Yet  what  I  can,  I  give  Him — 

Give  Him  my  heart.” 


Scene  III. 

Time:  Almost  any  afternoon  or  eve¬ 
ning  of  the  week  before  Christmas. 
Place;  The  Neighborhood  House. 

A  jolly  Christmas  party  was^  under 
way  for  one  or  another  of  the  different 
age  groups,  eight  parties  in  all,  with 
Christmas  games  and  “eats”  and  Santa 
with  his  pack.  We  had  suspected  that 
Santa  might  not  get  around,  so  planned 
the  good  times  to  make  up,  but  our 
friends  in  the  local  churches  came  to  his 
aid  so  generously  that  none  was  missed. 
In  fact,  the  gifts  were  finer  than  usual, 
and  we  were  glad,  for  in  many  homes 
there  could  be  no  other  gifts. 

Scene  IV. 

Time:  A  dark,  rainy  night  before 

Christmas,  the  streets  covered  with 
ice. 

Characters:  Forty-five  Christian  En- 
deavorers,  met  to  go  caroling. 

The  weather  was  forbidding  but 
youthful  spirits  are  not  easily  dampened. 
Song  sheets  had  been  prepared  and  some 
one  had  suggested  candles.  The  idea 
was  a  beautiful  one,  but  the  rain  soaked 
the  papers  and  the  wind  put  out  the 
candles  and  we  had  to  depend  on  mem¬ 
ory.  Two  little  incidents  stand  out : 
One,  a  foreign  man  showing  his  appreci¬ 
ation  by  coming  out  in  the  rain  to  hold 
a  flashlight  for  our  pastor ;  the  other, 
the  picture  of  four  little  kiddies,  in  their 
white  nighties,  with  hands  and  faces 
pressed  against  the  window-pane,  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  songs. 

Scene  V. 

The  church  packed  with  kindergarten 
and  primary  children  gathered  for  their 
Christmas  fun. 

First  there  was  a  very  fine  little 
Christmas  program,  which  especially 
gladdened  the  heart  of  the  missionary 
because  teachers  and  pupils  had  prepared 
it  as  a  “surprise”  for  her,  and  she  had 
not  even  been  admitted  to  rehearsals. 
Truly  a  wonderful  surprise* 

Just  at  the  right  moment  Santa  came 
dashing  in,  a  jolly,  friendly  Santa,  who 
romped  with  the  children  and  held  them 
on  his  knee,  and  who  had  gifts  enough 
for  all. 


{Continued  o-n  page  309) 


THE  CHILDREN  OF  THE  VILLAGE 


“About  the  Villages,  Teaching” 

By  Winifred  Shannon 

The  summer  activities  o£  the  teachers  and  students  of  the  American  Junior  College  in 
Beirut  Syria,  will  be  very  interesting  to  the  women  of  the  missionary  organization 
in  America,  who  have  helped  so  loyally  to  make  this  school  possible.  A  very  real  {wece 
of  home  mission  work  the  past  summer’s  activities  have  proved.  Miss  Shannon  is 
vice  principal  of  the  college. 


(4'T^HEY’VE  come!  They’ve  cornel 
I  The  teachers  have  come  1”  Glad 
voices  and  shining  eyes  welcomed 
us,  while  from  all  sides  of  the  car  hands 
stretched  in  to  help  carry  up  parcels. 
“Here’s  Miss  Sophie!  Where’s  Miss 
Rose,  and  Miss  Ferideh?  New  teachers 
this  year?” 

With  quite  as  much  curiosity  as  their 
prospective  students  viewed  them,  the 
new  teachers  were  looking  at  the  chil¬ 
dren.  “Such  dirty  youngsters,”  they 
murmured,  under  breath.  But  what 
could  one  expect,  when  only  a  month’s 
program  had  been  carried  on  last  year  ? 
Still,  the  children  proudly  announced 
that  they  could  yet  repeat  parts  of  the 
pageant,  and  next  morning  they_  pre¬ 
sented  themselves  for  health  inspection. 

“Why  can’t  I  have  a  red  rose,  am  I 
not  very  clean  and  tidy  ?”  asked  small 
Sikneh. 

“Your  hair  is  very  untidy.  And  your 
fingernails — ”  the  teacher  stopped  for 
lack  of  words  to  express  her  opinion  of 
the  encrusted  nails. 


“My  hair?”  Sikneh  exclaimed  indig¬ 
nantly,  “Why,  I  combed  it  just  yester¬ 
day — or  the  day  before  that,”  she  fin¬ 
ished  a  bit  lamely. 

“But  I  assure  you  they  were  much, 
much  worse  at  the  beginning  last  year  1” 
Sophie,  who  had  been  in  Bint  Jubail 
with  the  first  team,  thus  always  assured 
the  skeptical  newcomers. 

Things  were  changed  however.  Where 
were  the  babies,  and  the  little  one  and 
two  year  olds  that  hung  all  over  their 
older  sisters  and  made  difficult  and  noisy 
each  session  of  the  health  school  r 
“Sick,”  or,  “Died  last  week,”  they  told 
us  as  we  asked  about  different  ones. 

“The  measles  are  very  bad  this  year,” 
one  of  the  more  enlightened  women  told 
us.  “For  more  than  a  month  now 
every  day  from  four  to  five  children  die. 
They  are  not  closing  the  graves,  so  soon 
must  they  be  opened  again.  Yesterday 
there  were  twelve.  Very  quickly  they 
die — the  rash  comes,  they  begin  to  cough, 
and  the  next  day  they  choke  and  are 
gone.  It  is  because  their  mothers  are 
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asses:  they  wash  them  with  a  big  pail 
of  holy  water  from  the  pool  while  they 
are  sick.  When  my  child  had  measles, 
many  came  and  told  me  to  wash  him 
from  the  pool,  but  I  knew  he  was  not 
to  be  washed  for  forty  days.  And  now,” 
she  finished  triumphantly,  “you  see  him 
alive!  Of  course  he  is  veiy  weak,  but 
he  lives.” 

Yes,  at  least  he  was  alive,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  of  the  two  treatments  no  bath  was 
a  lesser  evil  than  one  in  the  slimy  green 
filth  of  the  sacred  pool  where  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Bint  Jubail  consider  it  their' 
religious  duty  to  purify  themselves,  their 
dishes,  clothes,  household  utensils,  cows, 
camels,  donkeys,  sheep,  goats  and  dogs 
with  frequent  holy  rinses.  We  learned 
there  was  also  much  typhoid  in  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  one  of  our  own  number  fell 
grievously  ill  with  dysentery. 

‘This  year  we  must  do  something 
about  the  pool.  If  we  could  only  get  a 
few  to  stop  using  it,  perhaps  the  idea 
would  spread,”  Mary  kept  repeating. 
But  Sophie  was  worried  about  offend¬ 
ing  or  exciting  the  people,  who  are  ver}’ 
bigoted.  Mary  was  firm  in  her  purpose. 
"I  shall  go  talk  to  the  sheik  about  our 
plan,”  she  insisted. 


THE  HOLY  I'UOL 


That  very  afternoon  we  did  call  upon 
the  sheik,  and  to  everybody's  surprise 
the  old  man  admitted  they  should  not 
use  water  from  the  pool  because  their 
law  commanded  them  to  use  water  for 
purifying  only  when  it  was  clean,  odor¬ 
less  and  colorless. 

Thus  it  was  that  at  the  next  mothers’ 
meeting  the  women  listened  attentively 


while  Mary  explained  how  much  disease 
was  borne  by  water,  and  poured  out  for 
them  in  a  glass  some  of  the  pool  water 
which  even  in  this  small  quantity  was 
of  yellow  green  lute — and  into  anothei 
glass  some  of  the  clear  boiled  water  we 
were  using.  A  drop  of  each  of  these 
two  waters  had  been  smeared  out  on 
bacteriological  media,  and  the  pool  plate, 
thick  with  colonies,  was  passed  around 
with  a  magnifying  glass.  Of  course 
these  ignorant  women  did  not  really  un¬ 
derstand  this,  but  many  of  them  got  the 
idea.  These  exclaimed,  ‘Then  disease 
can  come  from  water,  not  all  from  God? 
May  you  be  greatly  blessed!  We  shall 
never  use  that  water  again,  and  we  shall 
tell  our  neighbors.” 

But  just  talking  was  not  going  to 
teach  the  mothers  how  to  care  for  sick 
children,  and  so  we  were  very  glad  when, 
a  little  later.  Miss  Nicol,  our  new  mis¬ 
sion  nurse,  came  for  nearly  a  week,  and 
also  when  the  American  consul’s  wife 
allowed  her  private  nurse  to  use  two 
weeks  of  her  vacation  helping.  At  first 
the  people  were  very  suspicious  and  un¬ 
cooperative  ;  but  when  a  child  from  one 
of  the  more  influential  homes  had  been 
first  despaired  of,  then  saved  by  follow¬ 
ing  the  nurse’s  advice,  the  village  was 
grateful. 

Six  weeks  passed  quickly.  As  last 
vear,  our  program  consisted  of  a  health 
school  each  morning  for  the  girls  (even 
very  small  boys  cannot  go  to  school  with 
the  girls,  so  conservative  is  the  village), 
visiting  in  the  afternoons,  a  practical 
discussion  and  demonstration  at  the 
mothers’  club  on  Friday  afternoons,  Sun¬ 
day  school  for  the  very  jealous  little  boys 
on  Sunday  afternoon — though  usually 
they  began  sitting  in  long,  patient  lines 
before  noon,  so  eager  were  they  not  to 
miss  their  turn.  One  Sunday,  when 
many  were  gathered  at  the  door,  a 
teacher  went  out  and  told  them  to  go 
home  and  not  to  come  back  for  Sunday 
school  for  at  least  an  hour.  Some  of 
them,  wanting  to  know  exactly  how  long 
she  meant  to  have  them  away,  asked, 
‘‘An  hour  according  to  your  calculation 
or  to  ours  ?” 

‘‘What  difference  does  it  make  whether 
it  is  according  to  your  time  or  to  ours?” 
asked  the  teacher. 
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“The  Arab  hour  is  shorter  than  yonr 
‘franjie’  (foreign)  one!”  proudly  an¬ 
swered  one  lad  who  thought  he  knew. 

This  year,  the  Junior  College  project 
stretched  to  many  other  villages.  In  six 
villages  teams  of  students  ran  essentially 
the  same  health  program  in  their  own 
home  towns.  A  great  deal  of  time  had 
been  spent  translating  into  Arabic  the 
health  and  action  songs  that 
children  love  (and  of  which 
there  are  very  few  in  Arabic), 
making  health  readers  for  several 
grades  with  attractive  handwork 
based  on  the  health  lessons,  and 
coordinating  the  recreation  pro¬ 
gram.  Everywhere  the  children 
were  entranced,  and  each  village 
exulted  in  this  new  kind  of 
school  where  learning  was  a 
pleasure.  One  Junior  College 
student,  who  had  over  a  hundred 
children  in  her  school,  reports, 

“I  am  visiting  the  houses  of  my 
pupils  to  see  their  health  condi¬ 
tions  and  to  explain  to  the 
mothers,  as  well  as  to  scold  the  children, 
for  not  improving  their  condition  accord¬ 
ing  to  what  they  learn  in  school.  One  of 
the  houses  was  greatly  improved  when 
Elias,  my  pupil,  removed  big  heaps  of 
manure  which  were  around  his  home  and 
scattered  them  on  the  fields.” 

Of  all  the  “high”  points  of  the  sum¬ 
mer  to  me,  there  was  no  more  inspiring 
hour  than  the  morning  I  visited  that  par¬ 
ticular  school  and  found  this  girl’s 
father,  a  blind  Arab  poet,  leading  a 
Bible  class  which  was  reading  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Mark  in  so  telling  and  vital  a 
fashion  that  every  one  of  the  forty  faces 
was  glowing  with  interest. 

The  most  extensive  part  of  the  project 
was  carried  out  in  the  northern  part  of 
Syria.  In  a  v^'indy  valley  over  an  hour’s 
ride  north  of  Hama,  lies  a  group  of  vil¬ 
lages  quite  untouched  with  any  form  of 
education.  In  every  aspect  of  life  they 
are  still  primitive.  Some  are  registered 
as  Christian,  others  as  Moslem  villages, 
but  they  are  almost  equally  superstitious. 
In  one  nominally  Moslem  village  where 
we  worked,  the  chief  object  of  worship 
is  apparently  the  moon,  and  in  their 
barnyards  we  found  stuffed  sheepskins 
which  were  left  lying  about  to  engender 


the  production  of  more  of  its  kind — sym¬ 
pathetic  magic  in  its  unadulterated  form. 
In  another  village  the  extent  of  the 
Christianity  may  be  ascertained  from 
this  statement  in  the  diary  of  one  of 
the  Junior  College  team;  “Today  I  had 
a  chat  with  the  sheik’s  sister.  She  told 
me  about  some  sacred  stones,  near  the 
sheik’s  house,  where  she  said  the  Virgin 


Mary  appears  every  now  and  then. 
Whenever  the  villagers  have  a  sick  per¬ 
son,  they  cook  some  food  and  put  it  on 
those  stones  as  an  offering  to  the  Virgin. 
The  Kurdish  tribes  pass  by  and  eat  the 
food.  The  people  do  not  understand 
anything  about  religion  except  supersti¬ 
tion,  fasting,  and  feasts.” 

To  these  villages  in  July  went  a  team 
of  seven — five  Junior  College  students 
and  two  graduate  nurses  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  hospitals,  the  latter  to  help  Miss 
Slack,  and  Miss  Slack,  a  nurse  with  the 
Near  East  Foundation  who  has  minis¬ 
tered  to  the  physical  needs  of  the  people 
for  the  last  three  years.  The  villagers 
are  devoted  to  her,  and  welcomed  us  as 
her  friends.  We  made  headquarters  in 
a  village,  and  teams  went  out  each  day 
to  neighboring  villages.  In  each  village 
it  was  a  room  in  the  sheik’s  own  house 
that  was  put  at  our  disposal  for  the 
Irealth  school.  So  eager  were  the  elders 
that  they,  too.  gathered  in  the  room, 
peered  over  their  children’s  shoulders  as 
they  learned  to  read,  scolded  them_  if 
they  were  noisy  or  did  not  answer  quick¬ 
ly.  Sometimes  the  crowd  became  so 
dense  that  we  were  forced  to  send  the 
elders  out. 


THE  BOYS  WAITED  FOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
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On  one  such  occasion,  a  woman  said, 
“You  are  right,  we  must  go  out.  The 
children  get  shy  when  we  are  with  them 
and  cannot  read  well.”  Then  quickly 
she  went  to  her  daughter  and  said  to 
her,  “Read,  and  let  me  hear  you  before 
I  go.”  They  were  almost  pitiful  in  their 
earnest  question  of  the  college  girls, 
“Was  it  this  way  you  learned?  Do  peo¬ 
ple  get  educated  like  this?” 

The  sheiks  were  particularly  proud 
that  something  was  happening  in  their 
villages.  Sheik  Ibrahim  told  us  enthusi¬ 
astically:  “The  children  know  more 

than  their  mothers!  My  little  daughter 


said  yesterday  to  her  mother,  ‘We  must 
keep  the  flies  away  from  the  baby.  Flies 
bring  malaria,  and  that  is  very  bad.’  ” 
Whether  the  sheik  did  not  hear  correctly, 
or  whether  his  daughter  had  mixed  the 
lessons  on  flies  and  mosquitoes  we  do 
not  know.  But  it  was  good  advice  for 
there  is  much  malaria  in  the  region,  as 
well  as  trachoma,  typhoid,  dysenter}' 
and  other  diseases,  so  that  keeping  any 
kind  of  insects  away  from  small  children 
gives  them  just  that  much  more  chance 
of  life. 

I  have  never  seen  happier  children 
than  those  in  these  very  primitive  vil¬ 
lages  when  they  were  allowed  to  have 
fancy  paper  costumes  for  the  final  health 
pageant.  There  was  only  one  lamp  in 
the  village,  and  as  we  were  using  the 
magic  lantern  and  headlights  of  the 
Near  East  Foundation  truck  to  throw 
light  on  the  stage,  it  was  necessary  to 
costume  the  children  before  sunset.  For 
more  than  an  hour,  until  it  was  dark 
enough  to  use  the  lights,  they  stood  pa¬ 
tiently  and  quietly,  fearful  if  they  should 


sit  down  or  move  about  the  lovely  cos¬ 
tumes  would  be  spoiled. 

When  the  crowd  had  gathered,  the 
sheik  exhorted  them  to  silence.  Your 
children  have  learned  much  from  these 
teachers,  and  you  must  listen  now  that 
you  may  learn  a  little,  too,”  he  told  them. 
And  a  quieter  audience  I  have  seldom 
seen — at  least  in  the  Near  East.  When 
the  teachers  went  away  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  all  the  children  wept  bitterly,  and 
the  sheik  repeated  his  frequently  reiter¬ 
ated  hope  that  they  might  have  a  perma¬ 
nent  school  in  this  village. 

Nearly  five  hundred  children  through¬ 
out  the  villages  have  benefited 
from  these  programs,  and  prob¬ 
ably  twice  that  many  adults  have 
attended  mothers’  clubs,  pageants 
and  other  activities  connected 
with  the  health  schools.  We  do 
not  expect  the  villages  to  be  revo¬ 
lutionized  after  a  four  or  six 
weeks'  program,  though  the  pos¬ 
sible  benefits  are  probably 
greater  than  appear  on  the  sur¬ 
face,  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
villagers  have  nothing  to  talk 
about  during  the  winter  except 
to  repeat  what  has  been  said  in 
the  summer. 

But  there  is  no  question  about  the 
benefit  to  those  who  served !  Every  one 
of  the  eighty  or  more  students  in  the 
Junior  College  last  year,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  the  alumnae,  contributed  in 
some  way  to  the  financial  support  and 
in  preparing  materials  for  this  project. 
Nearly  twenty  were  actively  engaged  in 
the  work,  and  this  fall,  when  college 
opens  in  the  new  Administration  Build¬ 
ing  (our  first  permanent  structure), 
they  will  have  many  enthusiastic  tales 
to  tell  to  their  classmates.  Undoubtedly 
to  tliese  first  more  highly  educated 
women  in  the  Near  East  there  has  come 
a  vision  of  service,  a  realization  of  the 
real  needs  of  their  people,  a  knowledge 
of  fields,  “White  unto  the  harvest.”  In 
the  method  our  Master  worked  out  so 
efifcctively  in  this  land  many  years  ago, 
they  have  gone  “around  about  the  vil¬ 
lages,  teaching.” 

"Do  what  you  can  with  what  you  have  where 
you  are  today." — Anon. 
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Mormons  May  Change:  Mormonism  Never 

By  Claude  Richmond 

Rev.  Claude  Richmond,  BA.,  B.D.,  is  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Pocatello,  Idaho,  and  chairman  of  the  NationaJ  Missions  committee  of  Kendall  Presby¬ 
tery.  He  has  lived  for  five  years  in  this  area,  where_  the  population  has  a  higher 
percentage  of  Mormons  than  in  Salt  Lake  'City  itself.  His  information  is  derived  from 
the  study  of  Mormon  books  and  frwn  conversations  with  Mormon  workers,  from  ward 
bishops  to  a  member  of  the  first  presidency. 


People  approach  the  study  of  our 
National  Missions  work  in  the  Mor¬ 
mon  Area  with  various  ideas  con¬ 
cerning  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  now  a  little  more 
than  a  century  old  and  numbering  over 
three-quarters  of  a  million  people,  who 
reside  chiefly  in  the  104  “Stakes  of 
Zion"  surrounding  Salt  Lake  City.  This 
term,  “stakes,”  for  a  geographical  unit 
of  their  church  has  a 
reference  to  tent 
stakes,  with  Isaiah 
54 :2  as  a  Biblical 
reference  to  continu¬ 
ally  remind  their 
people  to  push  out 
and  make  the  church 
larger. 

As  a  child,  my 
first  conception  of 
Mormons  was  that 
of  a  different  race, 
like  Indians.  As  a 
minister  in  other 
sections  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  I  thought  of  the 
Mormons  chiefly  as 
a  sect  having  a 
couple  of  thousand 
proselyters  to  spread 
a  religion  remark¬ 
ably  like  the  Mo¬ 
hammedan.  The  term 
“proselyte”  is,  cor¬ 
rectly  enough,  regularly  used  by  this 
church  whose  missionaries  seek  converts 
chiefly  from  the  membership  of  other 
churties. 

But  now,  after  some  years  of  residence 
in  communities  where  the  Latter-day 
Saints  outnumber  the  “Gentiles”  ap¬ 
proximately  two  to  one,  I  have  found 
these  people  a  very  human  sort  of  being, 
neither  so  saintly  as  to  be  sprouting 
wings  nor  at  all  demoniac.  I  have  formed 

1933 


many  strong  friendships  among  them, 
and  certainly  intend  no  attack  on  my 
neighbors  in  this  article — much  less  to 
ridicule  any  person’s  religious  faith — ex¬ 
cept  in  so  far  as  an  honest  attempt  at 
explanation  may  be  so  considered.  Cer¬ 
tainly  I  have  not  found  the  Mormons  of 
today  to  be  the  sort  indicated  by  stories 
of  avenging  angels,  the  blood  atonement, 
and  the  Mountain  Meadow  massacre. 

Since  one  cannot  re¬ 
ject  these  stories  en¬ 
tirely,  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion 
that  Mormons  have 
changed,  at  least  in 
their  relations  with 
Gentiles. 

But  I  have  also 
found  them  a  strong¬ 
ly  organized,  abun- 
d  a  n  1 1  y  financed, 
rather  self-contained 
group,  unwaveringly 
supporting  the  faith 
and  organization 
promulgated  by  Jo¬ 
seph  Smith.  As  the 
death  of  Smith — 
martyrdom,  they  call 
it — and  the  adminis¬ 
trative  genius  o  f 
Brigham  Young  pre¬ 
vented  this  system 
from  being  de¬ 
stroyed  in  its  early  days,  so  the  organ¬ 
ization  uniting  its  every  member,  from 
Utah  to  South  Africa,  gives  the  soli¬ 
darity  so  marked  today.  Thus  my  con¬ 
viction  is  that,  while  Mormons  may  have 
changed,  the  system,  both  in  doctrine 
and  in  fundamental  policy,  is  still  the 
same  as  in  the  early  days  which  gave 
rise  to  such  lurid  stories  of  persecution 
on  both  sides.  And  I  have  developed  a 
gp-eat  respect  and  an  abiding  affection  for 
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my  brothers  and  neighbors  who  labor  in 
this  area  as  missionary  pastors  under 
our  Board  of  National  Missions,  and 
pray  that  their  numbers  may  increase. 

In  place  of  the  stories  of  early  perse¬ 
cution,  I  can  tell  of  growing  friendship 
and  cooperation.  One  of  their  educa¬ 
tional  leaders  and  I  campaigned  together 
for  prohibition  with  as  close  fellowship 
as  though  we  had  been  of  the  same 
faith.  In  place  of  stories  of  elections 
won  or  lost  because  of  church  orders,  I 
can  tell  of  hearing  an  official  near  the 
head  of  their  church  warning  their  work¬ 
ers  not  to  issue  church  orders  as  to  vot¬ 
ing,  upholding  the  principle  of  separation 
of  church  and  state.  Perhaps  an  even 
better  indication  of  the  change  in  the 
political  influence  of  the  church  is  the 
failure  of  many  Mormons  to  vote  as 
their  president  announced  he  intended  to, 
in  the  last  general  election. 

A  somewhat  slower  change  is  manifest 
in  the  attitude  of  Mormons  toward  their 
women.  Only  recently  have  they  fol¬ 
lowed  the  example  of  other  bodies  in 
sending  out  young  women  to  help  in 
their  missionary  work ;  but  even  yet  they 
cannot  become  regular  proselyters,  as 
these  are  taken  from  the  priesthood. 
Both  the  lower,  or  Aaronic,  and  the 
higher,  or  Melchizedek,  priesthoods  are 
still  closed  to  women,  although  every 
boy  at  the  age  of  twelve  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  lower  order.  The  chief 
tasks  for  women  are  still  to  keep  the 
home  fires  burning  brightly  enough  to 
support  their  men  on  missions,  and  to 
■become  mothers  of  many  future  mission¬ 
aries.  Mormon  women  are  doing  a  very 
fine  piece  of  work  in  their  relief  society, 
and  the  Young  Ladies’  Mutual  Improve¬ 
ment  Society  is  a  great  force  in  the  rec¬ 
reational  life  of  the  church,  as  well  as 
educational.  The  Mormon  educational 
program  parallels  the  work  of  the  public 
schools  all  the  way  from  their  primaries, 
through  seminaries  for  the  high  school 
ages,  to  the  institutes  for  college  men 
and  women.  The  work  on  missions 
comes,  preferably,  before  the  boy’s 
junior  year  in  college,  and  is  valued  for 
the  training  it  gives  the  boy  and  the 
prestige  among  his  people,  as  for  the 
number  of  converts  he  may  make. 

One  of  the  greatest  apparent  changes 


in  Mormonism  is  the  present  financial 
status,  in  contrast  with  the  simple  pio¬ 
neer  beginnings.  Yet  this  they  attribute 
simply  to  their  emphasis  on  tithing,  one 
of,  the  important  tenets  of  the  church. 
Their  payments  are  said  to  be  voluntary, 
and  are  made  to  the  church  office  or 
through  collectors.  It  is  their  pride  that 
no  collections  may  be  taken  in  their  serv¬ 
ices,  and  ordinarily  none  may  be  taken 
in  their  buildings,  even  for  union  meet¬ 
ings.  Each  member’s  account  is  kept  in 
the  financial  office  in  the  Bishop’s  Build¬ 
ing  in  Salt  Lake  City.  There  one  is 
rated  as  a  full  tither,  or  perhaps  credited 
with  one-half  a  tithe  for  a  given  month, 
as  the  case  may  be.  (A  caviler  might 
feel  that  this  rating  and  the  prestige 
which  comes  from  standing  well  in  the 
church  would  influence  the  voluntariness 
of  the  tithe.)  A  list  of  the  properties 
owned  by  the  church  in  and  around  Salt 
Lake  City,  together  with  a  statement  of 
their  financial  interests  in  many  and 
various  enterprises,  show  how  the  church 
has  grown  into  one  of  the  strongest 
financial  corporations  of  the  day. 

In  strange  contrast  to  their  modern 
atmosphere  of  fine  buildings  and  pros¬ 
perous  business,  the  Mormon  religion 
presents  a  picture  of  what  I  can  call  by 
no  better  name  than  superstition — the  old 
doctrines  and  practices  set  forth  by  the 
peep-stone  seer.  This  is  because  of  the 
reverence,  little  short  of  actual  worship, 
of  him  whom  they  accept  as  the  one  true 
“revelator”  and  modem  prophet,  Joseph 
Smith,  Jr.  It  is  practically  the  doctrine 
of  infallibility.  Every  worker,  especially 
their  missionaries  and  Sunday  school 
teachers,  is  required  to  give  his  testi¬ 
mony,  the  chief  point  in  which  is  usually 
in  about  these  words:  “I  know  that 
Joseph  Smith  was  a  true  prophet  of 
God,  and  that  the  words  he  spoke  are  as 
true  as  those  of  Isaiah,  or  John,  or  any 
other  Bible  character.”  There  must  be 
no  uncertainty,  and  no  qualifying  of  the 
term  “know.” 

Thus  Mormons  still  wear  the  approved 
garments  as  directed  by  Smith,  although 
buttons  may  replace  the  tape,  and  mod¬ 
ern  styles  may  have  curtailed  their 
length — by  permission  received  through 
new  revelations.  Good  Mormons  will 
not  purchase  these  union  suits,  no  matter 
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what  the  qualit}'  or  price,  unless  they 
bear  the  stamp  of  approval  of  the 
church.  The  garments  are  then  cut  and 
marked  as  reminders  of  the  solemn  and 
terrible  oaths  which  were  taken  during 
the  temple  ceremonies,  and  they  are 
worn  with  the  feeling  of  safety  which 
nothing  else  gives. 

The  two  important*  tenets  of  Mormon- 
ism  appearing  as  superstition  to  outsid¬ 
ers  are  their  continued  belief  in  modern 
revelation  and  modern  miracles.  Their 
whole  system  is  based  on  directions  of 
their  prophet  which  he  grounded,  not  on 
the  Bible,  but  on  new  revelations  to  him. 
A  statement  of  Joseph  Smith’s  often 
quoted  as  a  fulfilled  prophecy  proving 
his  authority  as  a  prophet,  is  one  con¬ 
cerning  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  to  the  effect 
that  he  would  want  to  become  President 
of  the  United  States,  but  that  God  would 
prevent  the  fulfilment  of  this  ambition 
should  Douglas  ever  speak  against  the 
Mormons.  Douglas  did  make  such  a 
speech,  and  he  did  not  become  President. 

But  some  of  us  have  read  more  of  this 
same  prophecy.  It  contains  the  state¬ 
ment,  as  part  of  the  same  revelation, 
that  the  United  States,  unless  it  re¬ 
dressed  the  wrongs  to  the  Mormons  and 
punished  its  officers  for  persecuting 
them,  would  be  punished:  “that  in  a 
few  years  the  government  will  be  utterly 
overthrown  and  wasted,  and  there  will 
not  so  so  much  as  a  potsherd  left,  for 
their  wickedness.”  Mormonism  must 
stand  or  fall  with  the  authority  of  the 
prophet  who  said  that. 

A  marked  peculiarity  is  the  Mormon 
doctrine  of  celestial  marriage,  which  is 
not  “until  death  do  us  part”  but  “for 
time  and  eternity.”  The  Mormon  doc¬ 
trine  of  man  includes  his  pre-natal  state 
as  disembodied  spirit,  born  by  direct 
procreation  by  God  himself,  his  state 
here  after  being  given  a  body  by  his 
earthly  parents,  and  his  progress  in  three 
states  of  glory  after  death.  The  full  en¬ 
joyment  of  heaven  requires  celestial 
marriage  and  the  sealing  of  children  to 
parents  for  the  heavenly  family  relation. 
They  deny  the  existence  of  hell,  but 
those  who  have  not  done  the  works  of 
Mormonism  will  require  extra  centuries 
to  progress  through  glory.  Salvation  is 
by  faith  in  the  atonement  of  Jesus,  plus 


the  works  required  by  their  church,  and 
may  be  received  even  after  death.  For 
the  spirits  of  dead  Mormon  elders  are 
bedieved  to  be  preaching  to  spirits  who 
may  have  the  material  works  necessary 
for  salvation  and  progress  (baptism  by 
immersion  and  endowments)  performed 
by  proxies  on  earth.  Temple  records  in 
1928  showed  more  than  12,000,000  or¬ 
dinances  performed  in  behalf  of  the 
dead.  In  order  that  duplications  may 
be  prevented,  when  different  persons 
might  wish  to  do  temple  work  for  a 
common  relative,  and  to  keep  the  perma¬ 
nent  record,  the  Latterday  Saints  have 
developed  a  truly  remarkable  genealogi¬ 
cal  library,  and  genealogical  societies 
work  in  each  stake. 

Thus  Mormonism  at  heart,  despite  its 
modern  dress  and  manners,  holds  the 
conceptions  of  the  boy  prophet  of  a  cen- 
tury  ago.  As  the  late  Dr.  James  E. 
Talmage,  one  of  the  twelve  apostles  of 
their  church  and  perhaps  their  greatest 
theologian,  told  me,  their  church  must 
stand  or  fall  with  the  authority  of  its 
prophet.  For,  although  Bible  texts  are 
often  used,  all  that  is  peculiarly  Mormon 
came  from  Smith  and  his  revelations. 
Another  Mormon  author,  J.  H.  Evans, 
would  stake  all  on  the  one  first  revela¬ 
tion,  or  vision  of  Smith’s.  “If  this  be 
a  figment  of  Joseph  Smith’s  imagina¬ 
tion,”  he  writes,  “then  our  religion  is 
what  its  detractors  have  always  declared 
it  to  be, — a  soul-destroying  imposture. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  this  revela¬ 
tion  is  a  reality,  Mormonism  alone,  of  all 
the  religious  organizations  of  the  world, 
is  the  true  Church  of  Christ.” 

No  matter  how  modern  workers  may 
fraternize,  there  is  always  that  opposi¬ 
tion  which  must  make  members  of  one 
church  look  upon  members  of  the  other 
as  fit  objects  for  their  missionary  ac¬ 
tivity.  We  need  not  say  that  Mormons 
are  lost,  but  their  fundamental  belief 
makes  the  proposition  clear.  We  cannot 
both  be  right.  So,  while  our  workers 
today  do  not  have  to  face  Mormon 
avenging  angels,  nor  carry  a  constant 
warfare  with  physical  weapons,  they 
must  constantly  guard  against  the  easy 
acceptance  of  Mormon  belief  and  prac¬ 
tice  by  Gentiles,  and  do  what  is  possible 
to  win  the  Mormons. 


A  MOSLEM  HOLIDAY  AT  ISFAHAN,  PERSIA 


Persian  Panorama 

By  Ruth  Elliott 

Miss  Elliott,  assistant  secretary  in  the  Department  for  Specific  Work  in  the  B^rd  of 
Foreign  Missions,  recently  visited  several  of  the  mission  fields  in  the  Near  h^st. 


U/^ET  them  luncheon  invitation 

(  Tf  in  typical  Persian  home,”  was 
the  message  telegraphed  from 
Teheran  to  our  prospective  missionary 
hostess  in  Daulatabad.  The  hostess 
nobly  rose  to  the  occasion,  and  so  did 
the  Persian  family  whom  she  is  glad  to 
count  among  her  friends. 

It  was  our  one  experience  of  sharing 
a  meal  with  Persians  in  true  Persian 
fashion.  After  sitting  in  the  “living 
room”  for  a  short  time,  enjoying  the 
comfort  of  the  cushions  and  pillows  on 
the  low  divans  lining  the  walls,  we  were 
escorted  into  the  “dining  room”  where 
luncheon  was  served — on  the  floor !  The 
center  of  the  floor  was  spread  with  a 
cloth  on  which  were  set  many  dishes  of 
food — rice,  stew,  onions,  sour  cream  or 
moste,  honey,  a  kind  of  blanc  mange^ 
and  other  delicacies.  About  the  edge  of 
the  cloth  were  pieces  of  Persian  bread 
forming  a  complete  border.  It  was  a 
temptation  to  keep  on  eating  the  border, 
for  Persian  bread  with  honey  or  jam  is 
especially  good.  The  entire  family  sat 
about  the  “table,”  men  and  women.  This 
was  evidently  a  liberal-minded  home, 
but  it  was  quite  in  keeping  with  the  fact 
that  one  son  had  been  to  the  University 
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of  Beirut  and  at  least  two  members  of 
the  group  spoke  or  understood  English. 

After  we  returned  to  the  living  room 
ice  cream  was  served;  later,  coffee  and 
tea;  and  still  later,  sweets.  Conversa¬ 
tion  was  kept  up  mainly  by  the  Persian- 
speal<ing  members  of  the  company,  while 
we  who  were  thus  being  introduced  to  a 
typical  Persian  home  admired  the  rugs 
and  hangings,  and  lounged  upon  the 
cushions.  At  the  proper  moment  we 
rose  to  take  our  departure,  genuinely 
grateful  to  these  Persian  friends  who 
had  allowed  themselves  to  be  a  “demon¬ 
stration”  of  Persian  hospitality.  We  shall 
not  soon  forget  their  kindness. 

Most  important  of  all,  however,  was 
the  evidence  of  fellowship  between  mis¬ 
sionary  and  Persian  which  made  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  missionary  to  secure  such 
an  invitation  on  a  moment’s  notice.  One 
is  Impressed  by  this  friendly  relation¬ 
ship  wherever  our  missionaries  are  lo¬ 
cated.  Of  course  it  would  be  expected 
between  Christians,  but  the  significance 
is  In  the  friendliness  of  non-Christians. 
Especially  in  the  medical  activities  does 
one  find  responsiveness  and  opportunity 
beyond  measure.  One’s  mind  invariably 
traveled  back  to  the  earlier  days  of  mis- 
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sionary  activity,  and  there  came  a  reali¬ 
zation  of  the  tremendous  debt  owed  to 
past  generations  'who  created  this  friend¬ 
ly  feeling  and  carried  it  through  the 
years  into  the  present. 

In  Persia  one’s  mind  is  always  hark¬ 
ing  back  to  other  days.  There  is  a 
quickening  of  interest  in  that  part  of 
the  Old  Testament  which  describes  deal¬ 
ings  between  Persia  and  the  Jews.  After 
standing  before  the  tomb  of  Esther  and 
Mordecai  in  Hamadan  (the  old  Ecba- 
tana)  one  must  immediately  re-read  the 
Book  of  Esther.  As  for  Ancient  His¬ 
tory,  that  bane  of  many  a  high  school 
student’s  life! — it  becomes  a  present  re¬ 
ality  when  one  walks  among  the  ruins 
of  Persepolis  and  sees  the  uncovering 
of  staircases  and  carvings  which  have 
been  buried  in  dirt  for  centuries.  To 
watch  the  actual  unearthing  of  hidden 
historical  treasure  is  to  feel  the  thrill  of 
discovery.  Yet  one  is  also  sobered  by 
the  responsibilities  resting  on  present 
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day  civilization — shall  we  be  able  rightly 
to  serve  our  time,  or  shall  we  too  merit 
the  epitaph, 

“Oh,  where  arc  Kings  and  Empires  now 
Of  old,  that  went  and  came?”^ 
Persia  is  physically  a  land  of  heights 
and  depths.  One  must  ascend  from  the 
coastal  plain  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  or 


from  the  river  valleys  of  Mesopotamia, 
or  from  the  Caspian  Sea  level,  to  reach 
its  vast  plateau.  Hamadan  is  six  thou¬ 
sand  feet  above  sea  level,  Teheran  is 
thirty-eight  hundred,  Tabriz  is  forty-six 
hundred.  Yet  when  one  is  in  these 
cities,  the  mountains  rise  higher  in  every 
direction.  The  snow  ranges  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  plateau  give  one  a  con¬ 
stant  sense  of  uplift  and  majesty.  The 
loveliest  vision  of  all  is  Mt.  Demavand, 
18,000  feet,  appearing  on  the  horizon 
many  miles  before  one  reaches  Teheran. 
Its  white,  cone-shaped  summit  tinged 
with  sunset  glow  is  something  to  haunt 
one’s  dreams. 

The  landscape  of  Persia  is  pictur¬ 
esquely  different.  No  lofty,  man-made 
buildings,  no  factory  or  powerhouse 
chimneys,  no  church  spires.  Instead, 
trains  of  camels  against  the  skyline, 
flocks  of  sheep  and  goats  scrambling 
wildly  away  from  the  roadside  as  the 
modern  automobile  speeds  by,  the  blue- 
tiled  dome  of  a  mosque  or  possibly  a 
gold  dome  catching  the  sunlight.  And 
the  colors  of  Persian  tiles  are  vivid  be¬ 
yond  description — gorgeous  blues  and 
yellows.  With  all  these  features,  how¬ 
ever,  there  is  much  of  barren  soil,  gray 
thornbush  in  the  valleys  between  moun¬ 
tain  ranges,  drab  mud  villages  hardly  to 
be  distinguished  from  the  hillside,  vast 
plains  spelling  loneliness  and  isolation, 
and  a  meager  population  for  so  great  a 
territory. 

What  of  the  people  in  this  land?  The 
men  wear  western  clothes,  the  only  dis¬ 
tinctive  requirement  for  a  Persian  citi¬ 
zen  being  the  “pahlevi”  hat  with  a  visor, 
somewhat  like  that  of  a  Pullman  porter, 
or  “red  cap.”  Women  also  wear  west¬ 
ern  clothes,  but  the  conservatives  still 
keep  to  the  indoor  chuddar,  of  some 
figured  or  flowered  material  thrown  over 
the  skirt  and  blouse  and  drawn  up  over 
the  head.  The  conservative  outdoor 
chuddar  is  black  and  the  face  is  covered. 
Shoes  are  modern  and  western.  A  visitor 
standing  outside  the  entrance  to  the 
Iran  Bethel  girls’  school  compound  in 
Teheran  is  confronted  with  a  doorway 
across  which  hangs  a  curtain,  sufficient 
notice  that  no  men  are  allowed.  The 
Persian  girls  come  through  the  city 
streets  to  the  doorway  wearing  their 
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chuddars,  but  once  inside  the  safety  of 
the  school  grounds  the  chuddar  is  dis¬ 
carded.  It  was  a  surprise  to  find  that 
the  class  soccer  teams  are  so  modern  as 
to  wear  bloomers.  Other  modern  activi¬ 
ties  in  this  institution  are  an  interna¬ 
tional  relations  club  for  discussion  of 
current  events,  an  alumnae  association 
which  boasts  an  alumnae  room  in  the 
school  building  and  frequent  meetings, 
practical  social  service  work  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  needy  districts  of  the  city, 
etc.  With  such  a  widening  of  horizons 
the  chuddar  and  what  it  stands  for  will 
eventually  be  relegated  to  the  past. 

Persia  is  inconsistent — what  nation  is 
not?  It  desires  to  be  modern  and  to 
have  a  place  in  the  family  of  nations. 
To  that  end  streets  are  widened,  miles 
of  covered  bazaar  and  beautiful  tiled 
city  gates  in  Teheran  being  destroyed  in 
the  process;  the  French  system  of  edu¬ 
cation  is  copied;  sacred  mosques  have 
been  opened  to  foreign  visitors  in  the 
last  two  years;  there  are  jazz  restau¬ 
rants  and  a  big  “City  Hotel,  ‘  brilliantly 
lighted  at  night,  in  Teheran;  two  or 
three  years  ago  a  gorgeous  white  and 
gold  Pierce  Arrow  state  car  was  specially 
made  in  the  United  States  and  sent  out 
to  the  Shah,  and  there  are  elaborate 
plans  for  railroads  and  highways.  In 
contrast  to  this,  the  nationalistic  spirit 
has  impelled  the  government  to  control 
all  elementary  education  up  to  the 
seventh  grade,  and  foreigners  can  no 
longer  sponsor  or  teach  these  grades. 
Some  of  our  beautiful  school  buildings 
are  more  than  half  empty  as  a  result  of 
this  sudden  withdrawal  of  pupils.^ 

One  comes  away  from  Persia  with 
several  definite  impressions  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  enterprise  there.  Outstanding  is 
the  strong  spirit  of  cooperation  between 
Presbyterians  in  the  north  and  the 
Church  of  England  Mission  _  in  the 
south.  This  has  many  illustrations:  the 
Presbyterian  Mission  treasurer  gets  a 
stove  through  customs  for  the  British 
missionary ;  Mr.  Thompson  of  Isfahan 
comes  to  Teheran  to  preach  on  Easter 
and  Mr.  Miller  of  Teheran  goes  to 
Isfahan  for  a  series  of  evangelistic  serv¬ 
ices;  plans  are  being  discussed  to  have 
a  theological  course  offered  in  Teheran, 
while  courses  for  lay  workers  will  be 


emphasized  in  Isfahan.  The  personal 
experience  I  shall  always  remember  cen¬ 
ters  around  that  morning  In  Isfahan 
when  we  united  with  the  faculty  of  the 
men’s  college  in  their  daily  prayer  circle. 
As  we  knelt  together,  men  and  women, 
Presbyterian  and  Anglican,  we  used  the 
Intermission  Cycle  of  Prayer,  and  the 
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evangelist  whose  name  appeared  for  that 
day  was  Mr.  Khoobyar,  the  national 
pastor  of  our  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Tabriz,  far  off  in  the  northwest  of 
Persia.  One  cannot  soon  lose  that  sense 
of  fellowship  in  a  united  task  with  al¬ 
legiance  to  one  Lord  and  Master. 

Another  impression  is  that  Persia  is 
a  difficult  field — for  that  reason  it  all 
the  more  needs  our  prayers.  There  is 
active  hostility  by  Baha’ism — and  by  other 
groups  on  various  occasions.  And  yet 
the  Church  of  Christ  has  a  growing  num¬ 
ber  of  Moslem  converts,  plus  widespread 
Christian  influence  in  many  other  phases 
of  Persian  life.  In  addition,  the  mis¬ 
sions  have  through  the  years  nurtured 
and  reinvigorated  the  old  Christian 
churches,  Assyrian  and  Armenian.  The 
last  night  that  we  were  in  Teheran,  Mr. 
Cady  Allen  of  Hamadan  had  come  to 
the  capital  to  conduct  a  week  of  evan¬ 
gelistic  services.  The  church  in  the 
mission  compound  was  packed — mostly 
men,  all  very  attentive,  all  deeply  inter¬ 
ested.  A  message  which  could  draw 
that  group  together,  in  spite  of  opposi- 
(Cemtinued  on  page  308) 
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A  College  in  the  Desert 

By  Herbert  W.  Reherd 

President  of  Westminster  College  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 


WHEN  Dr.  Duncan  J.  McMillan 
was  developing  in  Utah  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  school  system  which  be¬ 
gan  in  1875  with  the  Salt  Lake  Collegiate 
Institute  and  Wasatch  Academy,  he 
visioned  a  central  college  fed  by  a  group 
of  academies.  Sheldon  Jackson  made 
that  dream  come  real  by  founding  West¬ 
minster  College  in  1897,  grafting  it  on 
to  the  Salt  Lake  Collegiate  Institute. 

Twenty-two  years  ago  the  new  campus 
on  the  southeast  bench  of  Salt  Lake  City 
was  occupied,  the  college  giving  up  its 
original  location  in  the  downtown  sec¬ 
tion.  The  forty  acre  campus  with  its 
ten  buildings,  its  spacious  lawns,  its 
orchards,  gardens  and  alfalfa  fields  is  a 
most  attractive  site,  backed  by  the 
Wasatch  mountains  and  looking  down  on 
city  and  valley. 

It  was  a  wise  choice  which  placed  in 
Salt  Lake  City  this  school,  now  the  only 
Protestant  Christian  college  in  Utah  and 
the  four  contiguous  states  of  Wyoming, 
Nevada,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  No 
place  between  Denver  and  the  Pacific 
coast  has  such  a  commanding  influence 
as  this  capital  city  of  the  Mormon  Em¬ 


pire.  Westminster  has  a  great  field,  a 
great  opportunity  and  a  great  responsi¬ 
bility  as  the  only  Protestant  college  in 
the  United  States  working  at  the  Mor¬ 
mon  problem. 

.  While  Westminster  is  a  Presbyterian 
college,  it  has  the  cooperation  of  six  de¬ 
nominations  working  in  Utah  and  stands 
as  the  representative  of  each  of  them. 
It  is  a  striking  example  of  the  local  co¬ 
operation  of  all  Protestant  denominations 
in  a  state  where  only  one  Protestant 
college  is  possible  or  desirable. 

Westminster  is  filling  a  particular 
need  in  Utah’s  educational  life.  In  the 
midst  of  large  city  high  schools  and  the 
two  large  universities  of  Mormon  Utah, 
she  is  conducting  a  cultural  school  of  the 
arts  and  sciences,  offering  the  two  top 
years  of  high  school  and  the  two  first 
years  of  college  work.  Her  students 
range  in  years  from  fifteen  to  twenty, 
an  impressionable  period  for  young  peo¬ 
ple.  It  is  a  great  opportunity  to  touch 
such  prospective  leaders  with  the  Chris¬ 
tian  spirit  through  Bible  study  and  the 
constant  influence  of  Christian  teachers. 
The  excellent  record  of  many  of  these 
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students  engaged  in  advanced  study  in 
leading  universities  is  proof  of  the  solid 
foundations  Westminster  lays. 

As  in  perhaps  no  other  state,  Utah  s 
synodical  college  is  tied  up  with  national 
missions.  Westminster  inherited  her 
preparatory  department  and  a 
endowment  fund  from  the  Woman  s 
Board  of  Home  Missions.  She  takes 
the  graduates  of  the  national  mission 
academies  of  the  state  and  young  people 
from  home  mission  churches,  gives  them 
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Christian  education  and  turns  many  of 
them  back  into  the  churches  of  the  Mor¬ 
mon  area. 

A  cross  section  of  student  life  this 
year  shows  eleven  denominations  and  re¬ 
ligious  faiths.  The  percentage  of  the 
more  nimierous  groups  are :  Presby¬ 
terians  28%  ;  Mormons  17.8%  ;  Episco¬ 
palians  12.7%;  Methodists  11.5%;  Bap¬ 
tists  3.8%  ;  Congregationalists  3.1  %  ; 
Catholics  no  preference  14%. 

The  number  of  Mormon  students  has 
steadily  increased  in  recent  years  here 
in  the  chief  non-Mormon  or  “Gentile” 
section  of  the  state.  It  has  grown  in  the 
past  four  years  from  8^  to  nearly  18%, 
indicating  a  growing  liberality  toward 


“Gentile”  education  and  a  recognition  of 
the  superior  type  of  work  done  at  West¬ 
minster.  This  growth  is  in  the  face  of 
the  fact  that  Mormon  students  are  re¬ 
quired  to  study  the  English  Bible  at  the 
hands  of  a  Presbyterian  professor,  at¬ 
tend  chapel  daily  and  receive  all  their 
instruction  from  the  hands  of  outspoken 
Christian  men  and  women. 

The  enrollment  for  this  year  shows 
the  largest  number  of  Junior  college  stu¬ 
dents  in  its  history  and  is  character¬ 
ized,  first,  by  the  greater  maturity  of 
the  students,  many  of  whom  have  been 
out  of  school  for  a  year  or  more;  sec¬ 
ond,  by  the  poverty  of  the  students — 
never  has  the  college  found  it  necessary 
to  spread  the  payment  of  bills  so  thor¬ 
oughly  over  the  year;  third,  closed  banks 
and  other  financial  troubles  have  made 
necessary  a  system  of  barter  by  which 
college  bills  are  being  paid  by  livestock, 
poultry,  honey,  fruit,  vegetables,  grocer¬ 
ies  and  dressmaking.  The  college  is  ab¬ 
sorbing  these  products  through  its  vari¬ 
ous  departments. 

What  does  Westminster  mean  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  to  Protestant¬ 
ism  in  Utah?  The  late  Dr.  Henry  C. 
Swearingen  spoke  in  Utah  as  Moderator, 
saying,  “It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
the  future  of  Protestantism  in  Utah  is 
bound  up  with  the  success  of  Westmin¬ 
ster  College.”  Westminster  trains  and 
molds  young  people  from  many  Mormon 
communities  of  the  state,  sending  them 
back  into  the  little  churches  to  help  main¬ 
tain  Christian  standards  of  life  and 
service. 

What  of  the  future?  Westminster 
has  a  campus  ample  for  1,000  students 
and  a  campus  plan  for  buildings  suffi¬ 
cient  for  their  use.  Its  educational  foun¬ 
dations  are  soundly  laid.  Its  product  is 
justifying  the  expense  of  operation.  For 
the  time  being  Westminster  must  con¬ 
tinue  a  missionary  college,  drawing 
much  support  from  centers  of  Presby¬ 
terian  wealth  and  influence.  In  time, 
the  potential  wealth  of  the  far  v/est  will 
become  real  wealth  and  some  of  it  will 
be  devoted  to  this  college  of  the  desert. 
Steadily  its  influence  should  spread 
through  the  Mormon  area,  touching 
strong  lives  with  the  influence  of  Christ 
and  his  gospel. 


Problems  of  Religious  Liberty  in  Near  East 

By  Robert  E.  Speer 

Senior  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 


iN  each  of  the  countries  of  the  Near 
East  grave  questions  have  arisen 
with  reference  to  the  issue  of  relig¬ 
ious  liberty.  At  times  these  may  be 
easily  confused  with  the  (juite  different 
but  clearly  related  issue  of  secular  na¬ 
tionalism.  In  Persia,  for  example,  gov¬ 
ernment  regulations  have  during  the  past 
year  forbidden  the  conduct  of  elemen¬ 
tary  schools  by  foreigners  and  have  re¬ 
quired  of  doctors  seeking  permission  to 
practice  in  Persia  a  five  year  experience 
in  medical  practice  elsewhere  before 
coming  to  Persia  and  a  year’s  experience 
also  in  the  case  of  nurses.  These  regu¬ 
lations  have  destroyed  the  large  and  use¬ 
ful  elementary  schools  conducted  by  the 
missionaries  and  have  increased  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  staffing  mission  hospitals.  But 
they  have  not  been  aimed  at  missions  as 
such,  and  have  not  been  related  to  the 
issue  of  religious  liberty.  If,  as  is  pos¬ 
sible,  restrictions  should  be  imposed 
upon  evangelism,  or  if  any  city  or  terri¬ 
tory  should  be  closed  to  missionary  work 
or  schools,  it  would  be  a  vastly  more 
serious  question.  This  would  be  a  dis¬ 
tinctly  retrograde  measure  on  the  part 
of  Persia,  which  has  been  moving 
steadily  forward  in  its  development  of 
a  free  and  liberal  national  life,  increas¬ 
ingly  recognizing  the  principle  of  free¬ 
dom  of  conscience  and  religion. 

In  Turkey  the  State  has  gone  much 
further  and  has  forbidden  all  religious 
schools  and  general  propaganda.  Some 
foreign  schools  are  allowed  but  only  on 
the  condition  of  their  refraining  from  all 
religious  teaching  and  influence.  Theoret¬ 
ically,  religious  freedom  exists  for  adults 
in  that  each  is  free  to  choose  his  own 
religion,  but  in  truth  Moslems  are  not 
really  free  and  unhindered  if  they  desire 
to  become  Christians. 

The  situation  is,  perhaps,  most  acute 
at  present  in  Egypt,  where  political 
groups  are  seeking  to  make  political  capi¬ 
tal  out  of  religious  incidents.  It  seems 
not  unlikely  that  limitations  will  be 
thrown  around  the  missionaries  greatly 


curtailing  their  liberty.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  may  be  that  out  of  the  discus¬ 
sions  will  come  the  open  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  right  of  any  adult  to  choose 
his  own  religion  and  to  transfer,  if  he 
wishes,  with  no  less  freedom  from  Islam 
to  Christianity  than  from  Christianity  to 
Islam.  The  latter  course  has  always 
been  open  for  Christians  in  Moslem 
lands,  but  the  former  has  not  been  open 
for  Moslems.  This  Egyptian  question  is 
raised  today  in  Syria  also. 

The  most  tragic  situation  in  the  Near 
East  has  developed  in  the  past  few 
months  in  northern  Iraq  in  connection 
with  the  Assyrian  Christians.  Before 
the  World  War  there  were  perhaps  loo,- 
ooo  Assyrian  or  Nestorian  Christians 
living,  two-thirds  in  the  mountains  of 
eastern  Turkey  and  one-third  in  Persia 
in  the  Urumia  Plains.  The  nation  threw 
its  lot  with  the  Allies,  and  was  assured 
by  Great  Britain  of  protection  and  a 
racial  home  after  the  war.  Between  a 
half  and  two-thirds  of  the  people  were 
destroyed  by  the  War  and  the  shattered 
remnants  settled  some  in  their  old  home 
inUrumia.some  in  Baghdad, Kermanshah 
and  Hamadan,  but  most  of  them,  com¬ 
prising  those  driven  out  of  Turkey,  in 
northern  Iraq,  near  Mosul.  Here,  in  lieu 
of  the  impracticable  fulfillment  of  the 
promises  made  to  the  people  by  the 
British  representatives,  Great  Britain 
tried  to  settle  the  people  in  new 
villages  and  homes.  When  the  Mandate 
was  given  up  by  Great  Britain  and  Iraq 
became  independent,  the  Iraq  Govern¬ 
ment  undertook  to  carry  fonvard  the 
plans  of  the  British  administration.  A 
Land  Commission  was  appointed  by  the 
Iraq  Government  to  deal  with  disputes 
arising  out  of  the  division  of  government 
lands  in  tribal  areas,  and  a  special  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  commission,  Major  Thomp¬ 
son,  was  given  the  oversight  of  the  As¬ 
syrian  settlement.  He  arrived  in  Mosul 
in  May  of  this  year,  intending  to  proceed 
with  the  settlement. 

Mar  Shimun,  the  Assyrian  Patriarch, 
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has  been  opposed  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Iraq  Government  (as  distinct  from  the 
British  Administration)  to  cooperate  in 
settling  the  Assyrian  claims.  After  Iraq 
entered  the  League,  he  journeyed  to 
Geneva  to  lay  before  the  League  of  Na¬ 
tions  in  person  certain  petitions  express¬ 
ing  dissatisfaction  with  the  promised 
treatment  of  the  Assyrians  in  Iraq. 
These  petitions  were  refused,  and  Mar 
Shimun  returned  to  Iraq  unreconciled  to 
attempts  of  the  Iraq  government  to  settle 
the  Assyrians.  His  attitude  seems  to 
have  been  dictated  by  his  mistrust  of  the 
good  faith  of  the  Iraq  Government  and 
the  fact  that  the  proposed  settlement 
would  not  leave  the  Assyrians  intact  as 
a  political  unit  with  him  as  their  political 
head. 

It  is  easy  to  appreciate  his  attitude. 
In  the  old  days  his  family  had  been 
the  religious  and  civil  head  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  people,  and  it  was  the 
natural  ambition  of  the  people  to  main¬ 
tain  their  integrity,  although  there_  were 
various  conflicting  forces  at  work  in  the 
effort  at  leadership. 

During  May  and  June  of  this  year. 
Major  Thompson  began  the  groundwork 
of  settlement  by  calling  meetings  of  local 
Assyrian  leaders  in  the  hope  of  obtain¬ 
ing  their  cooperation  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  plans.  The  majority  of  the  tribes 
agreed  to  accept  the  proposed  settlement, 
but  a  party  of  malcontents  under  Yaqu 
bin  Malik  Ismail  of  Upper  Tiari  refused 
cooperation  in  any  way. 

On  the  loth  of  July,  the  Iraq  Gov¬ 
ernment  called  a  meeting  of  Assyrian 
leaders  in  Mosul  at  which  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  original  scheme  of  set¬ 
tlement  would  be  adhered  to,  and  that  if 
any  group  of  Assyrians  did  not  like  the 
plan  the  government  would  be  glad  to 
expedite  their  emigration.  Yaqu  and 
some  of  the  leaders  at  once  announced 
that  they  were  going  to  Baghdad  to  con¬ 
sult  with  Mar  Shimun,  who  was  then 
there.  A  few  days  later  it  was  reported 
that  they  had  appeared  in  the  northeast¬ 
ern  comer  of  Iraq,  and  had  crossed  into 
Syria  near  Peish-Khabur.  Apparently 
these  leaders  either  returned  to  Iraq  or 
sent  back  reports  that  the  Syrian  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  ready  to  welcome  Assyrian 
emigrants  and  provide  them  with  shel¬ 


ter,  for  shortly  after  this  a  body  of  men, 
estimated  at  from  1,300  2,000,  left 

their  families  in  the  villages  and  moved 
across  the  Tigris  river  into  Syria.  There 
seems  to  have  been  no  disorder  during 
this  emigration. 

Just  what  happened  next  is  difficult 
to  say.  The  Iraq  Government  dispatched 
soldiers  to  Peish-Khabur  with  the  orders 
to  disarm  all  Assyrians  who  desired  to 
return  to  Iraq.  A  large  party  started 
to  come  back  across  the  border,  promis¬ 
ing  to  give  up  their  arms,  and  some¬ 
how — either  by  accident  or  by  order  of 
the  extreme  malcontents — shots  were 
fired  and  a  general  engagement  took 
place  between  the  government  forces 
and  the  Assyrians.  The  fighting  lasted 
two  days,  August  4  and  5,  and  during 
its  course  one  hundred  Assyrians  were 
killed  and  thirty-five  Iraq  soldiers. 

The  troubles,  however,  did  not  end 
here.  After  considerable  looting  and 
disorder  there  occurred  a  tragic  and 
lamentable  incident. 

Some  miles  from  Mosul  there  is  an 
Assyrian  village  called  Sumeil.  It  lies 
in  the  plain  at  the  base  of  the  Kurdish 
hill  ranges,  and  near  it  are  several  other 
Assyrian  villages.  These  villages  did 
not  belong  to  the  disaffected  group. 
Their  men  had  not  left  to  cross  into 
Syria.  Many  of  the  villagers  were 
Iraq  citizens,  and  during  the  troubles 
had  remained  loyal  to  the  government. 
Although  the  orders  were  to  allow  all 
loyal  Assyrians  to  retain  their  arms, 
many  of  the  villagers  had  given  theirs 
up  to  the  police.  When  the  Kurds  and 
Arabs  started  to  loot,  the  government 
ordered  the  surrounding  villagers  to 
come  to  Sumeil  where  there  was  a  police 
post  and  they  could  be  protected ; 
but  in  this  defenseless  village,  packed 
with  refugees,  there  seems  to  have  been 
a  tragic  massacre.  The  small  Arab 
population  of  the  town  was  untouched. 
Estimates  of  the  number  killed  vary 
from  a  minimum  of  350  to  yoo. 

Some  other  Christian  villages  near 
Mosul  were  threatened  by  looters,  but 
they  escaped  with  little  damage — both 
because  many  of  the  villagers  were 
armed  and  because  the  Iraq  police  gave 
them  protection. 

Since  these  incidents  Mar  Shimun, 
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the  patriarch,  has  been  deported  to 
Cyprus  and  other  Assyrian  leaders  have 
been  taken  to  Baghdad  or  have  gone  to 
Syria. 

All  our  missionaries  were  requested 
by  our  American  Minister  to  withdraw 
to  Baghdad  but  are  now  back  at  their 
stations.  They  have  had  no  part,  of 
course,  in  any  of  the  political  troubles, 
but  have  gone  quietly  about  their  work 
trying  to  steady  and  reconcile  the  people 
and  to  promote  justice  and  order  and 
goodwill. 

These  matters,  it  would  appear,  are  to 
come  before  the  League  of  Nations  and 
the  Iraq  Government  has  appointed  a 
commission  including,  besides  members  of 
the  cabinet,  representatives  of  the  Chal¬ 
dean  Church  and  others,  to  represent  it. 


The  Iraq  Government  itself  now  belongs 
to  the  League  as  an  independent  govern¬ 
ment  and  has  given  assurances  that  while 
suppressing  lawlessness,  it  will  protect 
and  safeguard  the  Christian  minorities. 

Assyrians  in  America  have  naturally 
been  deeply  concerned  over  the  fate  of 
relatives  and  friends,  and  no  one  surely 
can  withhold  sympathy  both  from  the 
Iraq  Government  in  its  problem  and  from 
these  poor  people  who  have  suffered  so 
severely  and  who  no  doubt  have  made 
mistakes  in  their  efforts  to  secure  some 
fulfillment  of  the  pledges  made  to  them 
— which,  if  impossible  of  fulfillment, 
ought  to  have  been  (and  it  is  hoped  may 
be)  replaced  by  adequate  action  by  Great 
Britain,  the  League  of  Nations  and  the 
Government  of  Iraq. 


A  Brief  Visit  in  Iraq 


By  Belle  M.  King 


Readers  will  recall  the  accouat  hy  Noble  C.  Kins  in  the  Nov^^er  Wom^  and 

Missions  of  the  trip  through  the  Siam  field  which  she  and  Mr.  King  made  . 

three  years  of  voluntary  service  in  the  Philippines.  They  also  visited  Mesopotamia 
theirt  way  home,  and  now  Mrs.  King  gives  a  few  pictures  of  that  held. 


After  leaving  Siam  and  making  a  rapid 
^journey  from  Calcutta  to  the  North  India 
^Mission  and  then  to  Lahore,  in  the  Pun¬ 
jab,  we  crossed  the  Sindh  desert  by  rail  to 
the  seaport  of  Karachi.  From  there  we  sailed 
to  the  Persian  Gulf  and  into  the  delta!  of  the 
Euphrates  river,  entering  one  of  our  mission 
fields  which  is  perhaps  less  known  than  any 
other— the  United  Mission  in  Mesopotamia,  in 
which  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  (the 
“Dutch  Reformed”)  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.  S.  A.,  are  working  together.  The 
former  board  holds  the  work  at  Baghdad, 
Basrah,  and  the  southern  coast  of  Arabia  on 
the  Persian  Gulf,  while  we  have  the  work  at 
Hillah,  Mosul  and  Dohuk,  fifty  miles  north  of 
Mosul,  among  the  Kurds. 

But  three  couples  man  these  fields,  Rev.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwards  in  Hillah,  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willoughby  in  Mosul,  and  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cumberland  in  Dohuk.  The  Year  Book 
of  Prayer  lists  but  two  cliurches,  two  Sunday 
schools  and  one  school.  One  might  ask, 
“Why  the  meagerness  of  the  work?”  The 
answer  is  that  it  is  a  Mohammedan  country, 
unfriendly  to  Christianity,  and  the  growth  of 
the  work  is  very  slow  and  discouraging.  Per¬ 
haps  there  is  no  area  which  needs  more  the 


backing  of  sympathy  and  prayer  than  a  Mos¬ 
lem  field. 

At  Hillah,  near  old  Babylon,  we  stopped  at 
the  rest  house  provided  for  travelers;  and 
then,  securing  a  native  vehicle  which  from  its 
appearance  might  have  been  new  in  Daniel’s 
time,  we  drove  to  the  Edwards’  home.  The 
driver  told  us  that  he  knew  where  they  lived, 
but  when  he  slopped  in  front  of  an  old  gate 
in  a  wall,  we  were  sure  he  was  mistaken. 
We  were  ushered  into  a  court  and  up  a 
long  flight  of  stone  steps,  wondering  all  the 
time  if  any  of  our  Presbyterian  missionaries 
could  live  in  such  a  place.  Soon  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards  appeared  with  his  three  lively  boys,  and 
we  learned  that  Mrs.  Edwards  was  in  Bagh¬ 
dad  with  their  daughter  and  Mr.  Edwards  was 
keeping  house. 

Sunday  morning  a  little  church  service  was 
held  in  their  home,  the  audience  consisting 
of  the  preacher,  tliree  missionaries  from  the 
Friends  of  .\rahia  mission,  the  three  boys  and 
ourselves.  In  the  afternoon  we  strolled  over 
this  Moslem  city  of  dusty  streets,  dust-colored 
houses  and  walls.  Mission  churches,  schools 
and  hospitals  arc  absent.  The  work  is  difficult 
and  must  be  of  the  hand-to-hand  variety.  The 
{Continued  on  ["^ge  302) 
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HE  IS  GOD 

IBIirn  ffllfriat,  tiff  SorJi,  hjsh  bnr«,  it  toaa  atarligift 
■  njit  aKttliglft  ISIfpn  %  ffilfrwlraaa  atigpla  aang  % 
dloria  in  lExrplaiB,  it  mish  raibttigIfL  IJlffit  an  fflalttarg. 
tiff  &atttnr  af  tiff  roorlD  opftifb  tiff  SingSnia  nf  ilfaufu 
to  all  bflifisfra,  tlfprf  aiaB  barktipaa  oorr  tiff  ailiolf 
la«b.  0o«l.  mlfg  ia  llfia?  Wiig  bofB  €cJi  romr  in 
tiff  alfabmua?  3b  it  bpranaf  tiff  nslfotf  ninrlb  ia  atill, 
anb  nnr  fgaa  arf  rlrar?  Siffn  Irt  aa  at  tlfia  ffiSfriatmaa 
timf,  nilffn  tiff  ®iJ>  Pfar  Inma  ta  ttjf  SCpib.  bf  atill  anb 
knoiB  tliat  Mf  ia  ®nb. 

— Hisgli  Thompson  Kerr 


Our  Christmas  Messages 
We  call  special  attention  to  the  Christ¬ 
mas  messages  in  this  December  number 
of  Women  and  Missions — the  first,  by 
Dr.  McDowell,  our  church’s  Moderator, 
who  is  also  secretary  of  our  Board  of 
National  Missions,  and  the  shorter  mes¬ 
sage  on  this  editorial  page  by  Dr.  Kerr. 
Dr.  Kerr,  pastor  of  S'hadyside  Church 
in  Pittsburgh,  held  the  office  of  Modera¬ 
tor  in  1930.  He  used  these  words  in  a 
Christmas  message  to  his  own  church 
some  time  ago,  and  they  have  since  been 
set  to  music  and  made  into  an  anthem. 
Each  of  these  messages  has  a  special 
thought  for  our  women  of  the  mission¬ 
ary  organization,  in  this  year  when  we 
are  learning  to  go  deeper — learning  to 
find  the  riches  yet  unmined  in  our  spirit¬ 
ual  life,  the  truths  that  Jesus  came  to 
earth  to  teach,  but  wliich  far  too  many 
of  us  have  not  yet  learned — the  message 
of  the  Light  that  can  shine  in  all  darkness. 
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Lucy  Laney 

The  many  friends  of  our  Negro  con¬ 
stituency  will  mourn  with  it  the 
passing  of  Miss  Lucy  Craft  Laney,  out¬ 
standing  for  the  services  she  has  ren¬ 
dered  not  only  to  her  own  race  but  to 
humanity.  Not  only  did  Miss  Laney  do 
a  great  work  as  founder  and  principal 
of  Haines  Normal  and  Industrial  School, 
but  locally  and  nationally  she  has  served 
the  Negroes  of  her  country.  An  edi¬ 
torial  appearing  in  one  of  the  daily 
papers  of  Augusta,  her  home  town,  after 
her  death,  said  of  her,  in  part:  “Lucy 
Laney  was  great  because  she  loved  peo¬ 
ple.  .  .She  was  a  pioneer  for  prohibition, 
for  women’s  rights,  and  the  rights  of  all 
mankind. .  .She  labored  for  her  people 
that  the  soul  in  them  might  grow. .  .She 
could  see  the  sons  of  God  beneath  the 
mask  of  men... The  whole  population, 
white  and  colored,  respected  her... and 
there  are  many  on  the  streets  of  Augusta 
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who,  at  mention  of  her  name,  rise  up 
and  call  her  blessed.”  And  Women  and 
Missions  is  glad  that  the  Presbyterian 
Church  could  number  Lucy  Laney 
among  its  members. 

★  ★ 

Christian  Endeavor  Deter¬ 
mination 

The  young  people  of  the  International 
Society  of  Christian  Endeavor,  meeting 
for  their  thirty-fourth  convention  at 
Milwaukee  in  July,  set  forth  as  their 
great  objective  a  ‘‘firm  and  definite  pur¬ 
pose,”  with  a  well  defined  program,  for 
a  nation-wide,  and  perhaps  world-wide, 
endeavor  of  witnessing  for  Christ  “in 
my  own  life,  in  and  through  my  church, 
in  social  justice,  in  international  good 
will  and  peace.”  The  evening  sessions 
of  the  convention  were  attended  by  7,000 
or  more  young  persons.  If  even  one- 
half  of  these  actually  put  this  determina¬ 
tion  into  daily  life  the  coming  year,  it 
would  not  be  long  before  this  troubled 
world  would  receive'  a  new  impetus. 
Christ  commissioned  only  twelve.  Yet, 
more  than  2,000  years  later,  their  mes¬ 
sage  is  still  ringing  in  all  parts  of  the 


The  Power  Room 
With  this  number  of  Women  and 
Missions  we  come  to  the  end  of  The 
Power  Room.  For  two  years  now  Mrs. 
Sophia  C.  Prentice  has  rendered  Women 
and  Missions — and  the  women  of  the 
missionary  organization,  as  well  —  an 
invaluable  service  by  her  devotional  sug¬ 
gestions.  These  appeared  last  year  on 
the  front  page  of  the  magazine,  then 
this  year  as  a  special  department,  “The 
Power  Room.”  Many  of  our  readers 
have  thanked  us  for  the  help  these  pages 
have  been  in  their  individual  devotional 
life,  and  many  have  used  them  with 
benefit. 

★  ★  ★ 

She  Did  Much 

Readers  of  Women  and  Missions 
will  be  interested  in  the  item  appearing 
in  our  N.E.W.S.  page  this  month  asking 
for  letters  from  the  late  Mrs.  Cyrus  Hall 
McCormick,  who  in  her  long  lifetime 
rendered  so  many  benefits  to  Presbyterian 
missions  and  missionaries.  Her  interest 


in  missions  reached  practically  around 
the  world,  and  buildings  and  institutions 
of  which  Presbyterians  are  proud  today 
and  which  are  serving  thousands  of 
needy  were  the  result  of  her  enthusiasm 
and  gifts.  Her  family  are  gathering  to¬ 
gether  letters  which  she  wrote  to  her 
great  'host  of  friends,  especially  on  the 
mission  field  and  to  church  people  here 
in  America. 

★  ★  * 

Kidnapped  Missionary  Returned 

It  was  happy  news  in  October  to  learn 
from  the  daily  press  that  Dr.  Niels 
Nielsen,  missionary  of  the  Danish  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  in  Manchuria,  had  been 
released  by  bandit  kidnapers  after  more 
than  a  half-year  of  captivity.  Dr.  Niel¬ 
sen  was  carried  off  from  the  society’s 
hospital  at  Siuyen,  Manchuria,  in  April, 
the  brigands  demanding  $500,000  for  his 
return.  United  States  consular  officials 
and  Japanese  and  Manchukuo  military 
officers  have  been  conducting  negotia¬ 
tions  ever  since,  and  at  times  Japanese 
troops  pursued  the  kidnapers  into  moun¬ 
tain  regions.  The  authorities  have  con¬ 
tinually  opposed  payment  of  a  large  ran¬ 
som,  and  at  this  writing  it  is  not  known 
how  much  was  paid.  But  one  can 
imagine  the  Christmas  joy  in  the  Nielsen 
home,  with<  the  lost  one  returned  safely. 

+  ★  ★ 

Pkase, — ^Don’t  Send  Cash! 

Once  again  Women  and  Missions 
reiterates  its  oft-given  warning  to  sub¬ 
scribers  not  to  send  bills  or  currency  with 
orders  for  the  magazine.  Every  month 
the  magazine  urges,  in  its  directions  for 
forwarding  subscriptions  (printed  on  the 
“Contents”  page),  that  only  draft,  postal 
money  order  or  check  be  sent.  Yet  daily 
our  office  receives  from  one  to  twenty 
or  more  dollars  in  bills  and  stamps,  from 
subscribers  who  apparently  have  no 
checking  account,  yet  feel  they  cannot 
take  time  to  go  to  the  bank  for.  a  draft, 
or  to  the  post  office  for  a  money  order. 
And  every  once  in  a  while,  we — and  the 
unhappy  sender — discover  that  subscrip¬ 
tion  and  money  have  not  reached  us. 

Of  late  we  have  had  several  such  com¬ 
plaints.  Just  recently  a  secretary  for 
literature  wrote  that  she  had  sent  to  us 
an  envelope  containing  four  one  dollar 
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bills,  and  she  finds  it  hard  to  believe  that 
Women  and  Missions  did  not  receive 
this  because  her  return  address  was  on 
the  outside  of  the  envelope.  She  had 
sent  other  cash  subscriptions  to  us  in 
previous  years,  and  they  had  reached  us 
safely.  But  this  one  did  not. 

The  postal  authorities  continually 
warn  patrons  against  sending  money 
through  the  mails,  unregistered,  and  urge 
that  money  orders  be  used.  Women 
AND  Missions  appreciates  the  fact  that 
frequently  a  secretary  for  literature  lives 
inconveniently  distant  from  a  post  office, 
and  in  her  eagerness  to  send  subscrip¬ 


tions  promptly,  feels  she  must  risk  send¬ 
ing  cash.  But  it  would  be  far,  far  better 
to  take  the  time  to  go  to  town  to  the 
post  office,  or  to  the  local  bank,  to 


post  OlllCC,  Ul  lliv.  XV.-—  --  - 

lose  the  money  entrusted  to  her  by  the 
ladies  who  have  “subscribed  and  paid. 


laUlCS  Wll'-'  iiayv.  - -  . 

Not  only  must  the  secretary  for^  litera¬ 
ture  suffer  the  necessity  of  replacing  the 
lost  money,  but  would-be  subscribe!  s 
experience  a  certain  sense  of  annoyance 
with  Women  and  Missions  itself  when 

they  do  not  get  their  magazines,  and  the 
secretaiy,  or  her  successor,  finds  ditti- 
culty  in  securing  these  renewals  the  tol- 
lowing  year. 


Brief  Visit  to  Iraq 

{Coniinned  from  fage  299) 
streets  and  coffee  shops  constitute  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards’  field  of  operations.  He  enters,  sits 
down,  orders  his  coffee  and  begins  to  read  a 
little  book — his  Testament.  Now,  if  an  Arab 
has  more  of  one  thing  than  anotiier,  it  is 
curiosity,  and  so  it  is  only  a  few  moments 
until  some  one  wants  to  know  what  that  book 
is  about.  Then  Mr.  Edwards  has  his  oppor¬ 
tunity.  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Light  of 
the  World  is  brought  into  one  more  darkened 
life.  The  first  contact  is  made — the  seed 
sown ;  it  is  God  who  gives  the  increase. 

The  one  happy  thing  we  saw  in  Hillah  was 
the  new  home  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards 
which  was  nearing  completion.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  usual  bedrooms,  dining  room, 
kitchen,  etc.,  there  is  a  special  room  for  in¬ 
quiring  visitors  interested  in  hearing  more 
about  the  Christian  religion.  And  the  house 
is  surrounded  by  a  shady  yard — a  lovely  play¬ 
ground  for  the  children,  far  better  than  the 
prison-like  court  in  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  confined. 

A  week  in  Baghdad  gave  us  the  opportunity 
to  see  this  field,  which  is  held  by  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America 
(the  "Dutch  Reformed”) — a  fine  group,  whose 
names  we  wished  might  have  place  in  our 
Presbyterian  Year  Book  of  Prayer  along  with 
our  own  missionaries.  After  two  days  at  the 
hotel  we  were  invited  to  move  to  the  home 
of  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Badeau,  and  there  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  whole  group,  to¬ 
gether  with  our  own  Miss  Ackerman,  who  was 
in  Baghdad  studying  the  language.  The  mission¬ 
ary  residence  is  a  combination  church  and 
house,  on  a  quiet,  retired  street  where  inter¬ 
ested  inquirers  come  without  observation  and 
attend  services  or  lectures.  It  was  very  cool 
when  we  were  in  Baghdad,  but  they  told  us 


that  in  summer  the  heat  was  terrific  with  no 
relief  nearer  than  Persia  or  the  Lebanons. 
The  upstairs  rooms  are  then  abandoned  and 
the  daily  siesta  is  taken  in  a  room  m  the 
basement,  fitted  for  the  purpose.  The  nights 
are  spent  on  the  roof.  My  admiration  for 
these  missionaries  is  unbounded— willing  to 
live  in  such  a  climate,  with  its  dust  storms 
and  unfriendly  people,  and  not  only  willing 
but  enthusiastic  over  the  many  opportunities 
for  gaining  a  hold  upon  these  fanatical  people. 

I  visited  the  school  for  Moslem  girls.  There 
were  125  girls  in  the  school,  and  many  of 
them  could  only  attend  with  a  woman  servant, 
and  heavily  veiled.  In  the  building,  however, 
veils  were  thrown  aside,  and  the  girls  were 
as  lively  and  bright  as  American  girls.  They 
were  eager  to  repeat  verses  of)  Scripture  and 
hymns  which  they  had  learned,  and  even  to 
offer  prayer. 

Baghdad  no  longer  has  the  glamour  of  a 
city  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  but  still  has  much 
of  interest,  with  its  long  main  street,  its  two 
enormous  pontoon  bridges,  its  museum  en¬ 
riched  by  many  finds  from  the  excavations 
at  Ur,  and  its  valiant  group  of  missionaries. 
The  World  Day  of  Prayer  was  celebrated  the 
week  we  were  there  in  the  home  of  one  of  the 
missionaries,  and  there  was  a  thrill  in  hearing 
the  Assyrian  women  offering  their  contribution 
of  prayer  for  the  people  of  other  nations,  in¬ 
cluding  our  own. 

Our  week  in  Baghdad  was  soon  over  and 
then  came  the  Arabian  desert,  Damascus  and 
Syria.  What  a  contrast,  after  the  drabness 
of  Mesopotamia,  were  the  apricot  trees  in  full 
bloom,  the  beautiful  snow-capped  Lebanons, 
and  the  blue  Mediterranean !  The  lives  of  the 
people  are  as  drab  a.s  is  their  country,  but 
some  day  opposition  will  cease,  and  the  Light 
of  Christ,  who  is  the  Light  of  the  World, 
will  break  through.  Then  they  will  blossom 
and  bear  fruit  for  Him. 


A  STREET  IN  A  PERSIAN  TOWN 


Christ  Comes  to  the  Village 

By  Jessie  Lee  Ellis 

Mrs  Wilder  P.  Ellis  is  a  member  of  the  missionary  force  at  Rezaieh,  Urumia,  where 
her  ’  husband  is  physician  in  charge  of  Cochran  Memorial  Hospital.  Mrs.  Ellis'  v,-ork  is 
particularly  among  women  and  girls,  and  her  outreach  Is  wide. 


The  hush  of  the  Sabbath  lies  on  the  village 
of  Seir.  The  rude  farm  implements  are 
laid  aside,  the  burly  oxen  stand  con¬ 
tentedly  basking  in  the  shade  of  the  willows 
on  the  hillside.  Lazy  smoke  rises  from  the 
flat  roofs  of  the  stone  houses  as  Sunday 
dinners,  the  first  hot  meal  of  the  week,  sim¬ 
mer  in  the  great  black  pots  down  in  the 
bottom  of  the  fandjiras  (native  bake  ovens,  a 
hole  in  the  ground).  The  children  are  clean 
and  wearing  their  Sunday  garments,  though 
these  are  ill  fitting  and  patched,  and  bright 
Sunday  faces  smile  radiantly  as  they  trot 
behind  their  parents  down  the  steep  village 
street,  toward  the  little  mud  mission  house  on 
tile  edge  of  the  village. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  missionary  has  been 
struggling  to  reach  the  village  in  his  Ford. 
He  has  spent  an  hour  wrestling' with  the  gluey 
stickiness  of  a  mudhole,  and  now,  looking 
as  though  he  Had  been  dipped  in  it  himself, 
he  drives  carefully  up  the  steep  slope  over 
the  boulders  and  bridges,  perilous  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  As  he  nears  the  stream  at  the  foot 
of  the  town,  he  hears  the  church  bell.  This 
is  a  v/ooden  mallet  tapped  against  a  walnut 
board.  The  “bell  ringer”  is  a  man  standing 
on  the  roof  of  the  mission  house,  who  has 
seen  that  the  missionary  has  reached  the  vil¬ 


lage.  Though  the  harsh  sound  of  the  "bell” 
little  resembles  a  campanile,  it  brings  joy  to 
the  hearts  of  the  villagers,  for  it  has  been  a 
month  since  an  evangelist  has  been  able  to 
come  to  their  village  and  they  are  feeling  the 
need  of  spiritual  refreshment  and  a  tender 
listening  ear  into  which  to  pour  their  troubles. 

■While  the  villagers  find  their  places  on 
the  freshly  swept  khaleems,  the  missionary 
brushes  away  some  of  the  mud  that  has  dried, 
sips  a  friendly  cup  of  tea,  or  eats  a  generous 
slice  of  juicy  melon.  A  native  brother  slips 
up  to  him. 

“Sir,”  he  says,  "it  has  been  a  long  time 
since  we  have  had  the  communion,  and  there 
have  been  some  bad  quarrels  in  the  village. 
We  need  you  to  stay  today  and  straighten 
some  of  them  out.  Shimsoon  and  Yohannan 
are  not  on  speaking  terms,  and  some  of  the 
women  have  joined  the  fight,  and  practically 
the  whole  village  is  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
There  is  bitterness  and  bad  talk  everywhere.” 

The  missionary  considers.  “I  was  going  on 
to  Diza  for  services  this  afternoon,  but  if  I 
am  needed  here  I  will  stay  and  go  on  to¬ 
morrow.  It  is  true  we  must  straighten  out 
these  tangles  here.  How  can  we  expect  Mos¬ 
lems  to  accept  our  faith  if  we  present  such 
a  spectacle  in  their  midst?  But  enlighten  me.” 
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He  listened  patiently  as  the  tale  was  un¬ 
raveled. 

"A  few  days  ago  Murium  and  Sergis  were 
married.  The  present  of  Sergis’  parents  to 
the  groom  was  one  hundred  manure  cakes  for 
fuel.  But  before  the  bride  had  been  brought 
to  her  father-in-law’s  home  to,  live,  the  army 
conscripted  Sergis  and  so  he  had  to  go  at 
once  to  the  city  to  enter  the  army.  Murium 
decided  not  to  go  to  her  father-in-law’s  to 
live  till  that  term  of  service  with  the  army  is 
over,  but  just  to  stay  at  home.  She  went  out 
the  day  after  the  summons  came  to  Sergis 
to  collect  her  manure  cakes  from  the  wall 
where  they  had  been  plastered  to  dry.  But 
Sergis’  mother  objected,  saying  that  Murium 
could  not  have  them  since  she  was  not  com¬ 
ing  immediately  to  her  father-in-law  s  house 
to  live  (and  be  the  slave),  so  they  had  a 
quarrel.  The  parents  of  both  bride  and  groom 
have  taken  it  up,  and  as  most  of  the  people 
in  the  village  are  related  either  to  one  fam¬ 
ily  or  the  other,  all  have  taken  sides  in  the 
fight.  Now,  we  can  not  allow  this  to  go 
on  and  of  course  none  will  take  communion 
while  they  are  in  tliis  frame  of  mind.  We 
must  have  several  meetings  and  some  house 
to  house  visiting,  until  we  get  them  at  peace 
again.” 

The  missionary  agreed  that  something  should 
be  done.  Finally,  he  went  out  to  the  porch 
where  the  people  were  assembled  for  the 
service,  the  men  seated  on  one  side  of  the 
porch,  the  women  and  little  children  on  the 
other.  Nearly  every  woman  had  a  nursing 
baby  or  held  a  little  toddler.  The  mission¬ 
ary  knelt  behind  the  rude  table  in  prayer, 
then  rising,  announced  the  first  hymn.  A  for¬ 
mer  schoolgirl  pitched  tlie  tune  and  gradually 
all  the  others  joined  in,  each  providing  a  new 
key,  till  the  effect  was  weird  and  a  bit  dis¬ 
concerting  to  the  preacher  as  he  vainly  tried 
to  hold  a  middle  course  in  the  medley.  A 
hush  fell  over  the  little  group  as  the  mission¬ 
ary  prayed,  the  babies  scarcely  stirring.  Then 
the  sermon,  in  simple  phrases,  seeking  out  the 
needs  of  each  heart. 

At  the  end  of  the  sermon  a  quiet  appeal 
was  made  for  peace  and  reconciliation.  A 
woman  rose,  wiped  the  sweat  from  her  brow 
with  her  checked  apron,  and  walked  across 
the  uneven  floor  to  the  men’s  side  and  kissed 
a  man  fervently  on  the  cheek.  A  second 


woman  followed  and  kissed  a  man  in  the 
same  manner.  Five  more  women  rose  and 
did  the  same,  each  choosing  a  different  man. 
Then  silence  reigned  in  the  little  gathering. 
Some  one  yawned,  long  and  loud.  None  of 
the  men  rose  to  return  the  salutes  of  the 
women,  so  at  length  the  missionary  raised  his 
hands  and  pronounced  the  benediction. 

At  lunch,  partaken  of  on  the  floor  of  a 
native  home,  the  missionary  listened  while  a 
native  brother  advised  with  him. 

"You  see,  this  morning  seven  women  made 
peace  and  asked  forgiveness  for  their  part 
of  the  fight,”  he  said,  "but  there  are  twenty- 
one  left.  I  will  go  about  the  village  this 
afternoon  and  visit  the  homes,  and  then  we 
must  have  several  more  meetings  before  this 
evening  and  try  to  get  every  one  reconciled.” 

"I  also  will  call,  if  you  think  best,"  said 
tile  missionary. 

"Oh,  never  mind,”  said  tlie  adviser,  "I  think 
I  cart  fix  this  thing  up  all  right.  Let  us  call 
another  meeting  for  three  o’clock  and  see  if 
they  will  not  be  ready  to  make  up,  all  of 
them.” 

At  three  o’clock  the  little  congregation  once 
more  filed  down  the  hill  and  sat  on  the  cool 
veranda.  A  hymn,  a  prayer,  then  quiet.  Soon, 
here  amd  there,  women  began  to  rise  and 
cross  to  kiss  the  men  on  the  other  side.  By 
and  by  a  man  arose  and  crossed  over  and 
clumsily  returned  the  salutation.  Still  there 
were  a  few  left.  Again  silence,  and  then 
some  more  men  gained  courage  and  paid  their 
respects  neatly  on  the  cheeks  across  the  room. 
A  few  brief  words  spoken  by  the  missionary, 
and  again  the  little  congregation  filed  out,  to 
meet  in  an  hour  for  a  last  reconciliation. 

The  hour  later  found  them  all  looking  much 
more  happy  and  carefree.  The  men  had  met 
together  in  the  yard  and  talked  together  in 
good  spirit,  and  had  shaken  hands  in  a  broth¬ 
erly  way,  asked  each  other’s  forgiveness,  and 
once  more  were  friends,  Only  a  few  remained 
who  now  rose  to  publicly  make  known  their 
reconciliation  by  the  forgiving  kiss. 

The  communion  hour  had  been  set  for  six 
o’clock,  and  when  the  little  group  assembled 
for  its  observance  they  felt  it  had  been  a  day 
of  rich  blessing.  In  tlie  hush  of  the  twilight 
hour  the  united  group  partook  together  of 
the  blessed  sacrament,  and  their  spirits  com¬ 
muned  richly  with  their  Redeemer. 


Seek  Not 

SEEK  not  God  on  mountains  high, 
In  deserts,  or  the  boundless  sky ; 
Seek  in  the  busy,  crowded  mart, 

God  dwells  in  every  human  heart. 

— Florence  C.  Dyer. 


THK  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  AND  MANSE  AT  LOGAN,  UTAH 


A  New  Day  in  Mormonism! 

By  T.  Ross  Paden,  Jr. 


Mr  Paden  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Logan,  Utah,  and  a  worker  under  the 
of  National  Missions,  is  a  nephew  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  M.  Paden,  who  was  so  long 
intdndent  of  Presbyterian  work  apioag  Mormons  in  Utah. 
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Has  a  new  day  come  for  Mormonism? 
On  a  Sunday  evening  in  July,  1  visited  a 
Mormon  service  in  one  of  the  ward 
meeting  houses.  I  went  with  a  feeling  of  self- 
consciousness,  knowing  that  all  of  the  Mor¬ 
mon  brethren  would  recognize  me  as  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  minister,  and  would  no  doubt  wonder 
whether  I  came  in  a  friendly  or  a  Critical 
spirit. 

I  was  in  a  highly  expectant  mood.  It  had 
been  announced  that  a  certain  young  man,  a 
returned  missionary,  was  to  give  reminiscences 
of  his  mission  in  Germany  and  Austria. 
Would  he  tell  as  many  “far  fetched"  stories  as 
these  Mormon  missionaries  are  frequently 
given  credit  for  telling?  Would  I  hear 
statements  that  would  influence  my  concep¬ 
tion  of  Mormonism  for  the  good  or  for  the 
bad? 

My  first  impression  of  the  service  was 
very  favorable.  The  organist  was  playing  a 
beautiful  sacred  number.  The  atmosphere 
was  quiet  and  reverent.  The  remainder  of 
the  opening  exercises  brought  mingled  feel¬ 
ings,  however.  Two  semi-popular  musical 
numbers  were  sung  by  two  young  ladies,  then 
two  sacred  solos  were  rendered  by  a  young 
man.  One  of  these  was  the  beautiful  song, 
“Open  the  Gates  of  the  Temple.”  The  hymn 
which  followed,  sung  by  the  congregation,  was 
of  a  neutral  variety,  a  rather  sentimental 
piece  about  nature  in  the  “Mountain  Home." 
The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  a  young 


man  of  twenty-five  years,  who  impressed  me 
as  very  sincere  and  as  one  who  had  been 
doing  considerable  thinking  for  himself.  He 
had  chosen  for  his  subject,  “The  Message 
of  Mormonism  for  the  World.” 

“The  Message  of  Mormonism  for  the 
World !”  I  gave  closer  attention,  thinking  that 
surely  I  would  hear  a  bit  of  “pure"  Mormon¬ 
ism  from  this  young  elder  in  his  own  congre¬ 
gation.  But  as  he  continued  his  address  it 
was  apparent  that  in  one  sense  I  was  to  be 
disappointed.  On  the  other  hand  I  was  in¬ 
wardly  thrilled,  for  the  message  of  Mormon¬ 
ism  for  the  world,  as  outlined  by  the  speaker, 
is  that  men  must  return  to  the  simplicity  of 
the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  must  follow  them 
more  closely.  Could  I  believe  my  ears?  Were 
such  sentiments  coming  from  the  lips  of  a 
Mormon  missionary,  or  from  the  lips  of  an 
earnest  minister  of  an  evangelical  church? 

The  address  closed  with  a  statement  to  the 
effect  that  the  difl'erence  between  Mormonism 
and  Christianity  as  it  has  been  handed  down 
to  us  relates  to  the  way  Mormons  follow  the 
simplicity  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  After 
the  young  speaker  had  finished,  the  President 
of  the  Stake  was  called  upon  for  a  few  re¬ 
marks.  He  briefly  complimented  the  young 
speaker,  and  then  went  on  to  add  that  it  had 
been  much  on  his  mind  that  day  that  what 
the  world  needs  most  is  to  return  to  the  way 
of  life  taught  by  Jesus  Christ. 

The  fact  that  seems  so  significant  is  not 
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alone  what  was  said,  but  also  what  was  left 
unsaid.  Not  a  word  was  mentioned  about 
loseph  Smith,  or  the  secret  Temple  ordi¬ 
nances,  or  the  Mormon  scriptures.  All  tliai 
was  proclaimed  came  unquestionably  from  our 
Christian  Bible!  .  . 

Tlie  strange  thing  about  it  all  is  this.  The 
young  Mormon  thought  he  was  making  a 
distinction  between  Mormonism  and  Christian¬ 
ity  as  conceived  by  other  churches,  in  that 
the  Mormons  hold  strongly  to  the  simple 
faith  of  Jesus.  He  did  not  realize  that  he 
was  preaching  truths  which  others  have  tried 
to  preach  for  centuries. 

This  leads  to  two  observations.  First:  It 
indicates  that  the  Mormon  people  misunder¬ 
stand  or  misinterpret  those  of  other  Chris¬ 
tian  denominations.  Doubtless  their  early  ex¬ 


periences  have  left  prejudices  to  be  overcome. 
(This  mav  be  said  of  us  as  well.)  _ 

Second:  Here  is  a  challenge  to  other  Chris¬ 
tians.  Must  we  not  show'  by  our  preaching 
and  our  living  that  we,  too,  are  seeking  to 
follow  the  simple  teacliings  of  Christ?  And 
must  wc  not  eventually  come  closer  to  the 
Mormons  on  this  basis,  that  we  are  all  pledg¬ 
ing  our  common  allegiance  to  the  same  Christ 
and  endeavoring  to  live  as  He  would  have  us 
live?  . 

A  new’  day  has  come  in  Mormonism.  The 
younger  generation,  as  it  grow's  to  maturity, 
is  laying  hold  on  the  central  truths  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  recognizing  in  them  the  things 
essential  for  abundant  and  everlasting  life. 
No  one  can  say  that  Christian  mission  efforts 
in  Utah  have  been  unfruitful. 


In  Memoriam 


Lucy  C.  Laney 

Miss  Lucy  C.  Laney,  founder  of  Haines 
Normal  and  Industrial  Institute  at  Atlan^, 
Ga.,  and  one  of  the  most  beloved  Negro  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Board  of  National  Missions, 
died  Oct.  23,  after  a  long  illness. 

Miss  Laney  was  born  in  Macon,  Ga.,  six 
years  before  Abraham  Lincoln  signed  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation.  Though  her 
parents  were  slaves,  her  childhood  was  one 
of  rather  unusual  opportunity,  for  her  fatlier 
was  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  her  motlier 
had  access,  for  herself  and  her  child,  to  her 
master’s  excellent  library.  With  the  help  of 
their  former  master,  Miss  Laney’s  father  and 
mother  gave  her  an  education,  sending  her  to 
Atlanta  University,  from  which  she  w’as  grad¬ 
uated  before  she  was  eighteen. 

Her  ambition  was  to  establish  a  school  for 
neglected  colored  boys  and  girls.  In  1883  she 
started  out  by  teaching  a  class  of  six  boys  in 
the  basement  of  one  of  Augusta’s  Presbyterian 
churches.  Within  two  months  her  quarters 
were  crowded,  whereupon  she  rented  a  two- 
story  house  for  a  home  and  a  dormitory,  and 
made  a  school  out  of  an  old  barn.  From  the 
little  school  of  six  pupils,  beginning  in  the 
basement  of  this  church,  grew  Haines  Normal 
and  Industrial  Institute. 

In  the  beginning  Miss  Laney  ran  her  school 
unassisted.  Never  could  she  turn  an  eager 
child  away,  yet  so  many  pupils  came  that  she 
was  forced  not  only  to  use  up  all  the  tuition, 
but  to  sink  her  own  savings  and  to  borrow' 
money.  Later,  though  the  Board  for  Freed- 
men  commissioned  her,  she  served  for  three 
years  w'ithout  salary.  Then,  after  an  unremit¬ 


ting  struggle  to  make  ends  meet.  Miss  Laney 
girded  herself  and  went  to  the  General  As¬ 
sembly.  As  a  result,  her  school  was  definitely 
taken  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  for  Freedmen. 

Always  Miss  Laney  lived  simply,  sacrificing 
personal  needs  for  the  good  of  others.  She 
skimped  on  clothes,  wearing  her  sh^s  till 
their  soles  were  gone,  slept  with  a  minimum 
of  covering  and  ate  as  little  as  possible.^  It 
has  been  said  that  all  her  personal  belongings 
could  easily  be  packed  in  a  small  overnight 
bag,  and  that  although  she  was  ever  in  the 
public  eye  addressing  important  groups,  she 
never  gave  much  attention  to  dress. 

Lucy  Laney  was  unquestionably  the  most 
outstanding  Negro  woman  in  America.  As 
a  member  of  the  first  Women’s  General  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Interracial  Commission  she  was 
a  national  leader  in  creating  the  sentiment  of 
equitable  educational  and  economic  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  the  Negro.  Locally  she  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  improvement  of  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  in  Augusta  Negro  quarters.  She  per¬ 
suaded  the  City  Council  to  give  her  the  con¬ 
trol  of  2)  Negro  dance  hall  and  saloon,  which 
she  turned  into  a  hospital  for  Negroes  and 
a  nurses’  training  school.  She  it  w'as  who 
introduced  the  idea  of  having  trained  colored 
nurses  in  Augusta,  in  this  way  opening  a  new 
vocation  to  Negro  women. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Gaston  represented  the 
Board  of  National  Missions  and  the  Board 
of  Missions  for  Freedmen  at  the  funeral  on 
Oct.  26  in  Augusta.  On  that  same  evening 
memorial  services  for  her  were  held  in  St. 
James  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  City. 


THE  MESHED  HOSPITAL  STAFF 


Paragraphs  from  a  Doctor’s  Letters 


Dr.  K-ibbe 


By  Adelaide  Kibbe 

api»ointc<!  to  the  Persia  Mission  in  1920.  She  is  stationed  at  Meshed 
the  American  Christian  Hospital. 


IN  Persia  a  house  call  for  the  doctor  can 
be  more  or  less  of  an  adventure.  Where 
will  it  be,  in  the  city?  What  kind  of  a 
home,  clean  or  dirty?  A  spacious  courtyard, 
or  a  cramped  little 
place?  Friendly  people, 
or  strict  Mohammedans 
who  will  eye  me  with 
distrust?  And,  of  course, 
will  my  knowledge  and 
experience  be  equal  to 
the  'task  ahead  of  me? 

I  have  time  enough  to 
thus  contemplate  as  I  jog 
along  in  a  droshky — only 
occasionally  I  am  whisked  to  my  destination  in 
a  comfortable  motor  car.  As  a  rule,  one  learns 
little  from  the  relative  or  friend  sent  as  guide, 
for  clothes  and  general  appearance  are  deceiving 
in  this  country,  and  the  information  the  mes¬ 
senger  has  to  impart  somehow  is  always  insuf¬ 
ficient  and  inaccurate.  If  it  is  night,  and  win¬ 
ter,  much  bundling  up  in  coats,  sweaters, 
scarfs,  mittens  and  galoshes  is  necessary  for 
the  probably  long  ride  and  late  return;  but 


ill  summer  there  is  the  joy  of  only  a  light 
coat,  hat,  my  trusty  handbag  and  a  flash 
light.  Our  horses  trot  along  over  rough 
cobblestones,  around  sharp,  narrow  corners, _  in 
and  out  of  traffic,  avoiding  by  only  a  hair’s 
breadth  donkeys  and  heedless  pedestrians  who 
care  little  for'  traffic  and  use  sidewalk  or 
street  indiscriminately. 

Now  we  have  arrived  in  the  older  part  of 
the  city,  and  leave  the  carriage  to  go  down 
tlie  narrow  street  to  the  little  door  at  the 
end..  The  small  courtyard  is  filled,  so  it  seems, 
with  children  of  all  ages,  for  several  families 
live  here.  I  am  led  up  high,  steep,  outside 
steps  to  tho  second  floor,  and  there,  in  a  hot, 
stuffy  little  room  inconceivably  ill  kept,  have 
gathered  the  usual  number  of  neighbors  to 
talk  and  argue  and  suggest.  The  patient  is 
a  weak,  long  suffering  little  woman,  twenty- 
two  years  old,  who  has  been  married  eight 
years  and  has  had  six  children.  The  relatives 
tell  me  they  have  done  everylhing  to  help 
her — burned  all  manner  of  incense,  held  a 
pan  of  coals  over  her  head,  torn  her  chuddar 
in  half,  poured  water  through  her  husband’s 
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shirt  and  given  her  the  water  to  drink,  and 
even  shaken  her  in  a  blanket;  but  to  no  avail. 
Contrary  to  the  usual  thing,  I  am  able  to  per¬ 
suade  them  to  bring  her  to  the  hospital,  her 
only  chance — for  possibly  we  can  help  her. 
But  God  knows  better,  and  once  again  a  Per¬ 
sian  mother  gives  her  life. 

Business  at  the  hospital  is  quite  brisk  and 
our  beds  are  nearly  full.  Recently  we  decided 
to  discharge  a  patient — a  young  girl  who, 
while  out  in  the  fields,  was  shot.  How  she 
was  shot,  or  why,  no  one  knows,  but  the 
bullet  scraped  across  her  chest,  fracturing  and 
smashing  a  rib,  then  entered  her  right  arm  and 
shattered  the  upper  bone  badly.  Her  friends 
had  of  course  nicely  smeared  her  wounds 
with  ashes  and  dirt.  While  in  the  hospital 
she  had  a  tiny  seven  months’  baby.  She  was 
just  beginning  to  improve  a  bit  when  her  rela¬ 
tives  came  and  insisted  on  taking  her  home. 

Many  who  come  to  the  city  on  pilgrimage 
can  stay  only  a  few  days— just  as  long  as  the 
whole  caravan  stops;  and  when  their  fellow 
travelers  decide  to  go  they  have  to  go  too, 
regardless.  Frequently  we  have  to  refuse  to 
operate  on  some  one  unless  they  promise  she 
can  stay  the  necessary  length  of  time.  We  know 
that  two  or  three  days  of  medicine  will  not 
do  them  any  good,  yet  they  confidently  expect 
a  cure. 

The  other  day  we  had  an  emergency  call 
to  go  out  to  the  leper  village.  Two  lepers 
came  late  in  the  evening  to  say  that  one  of 
their  number  had  been  found  out  in  the  fields 
with  his  throat  cut — an  apparent  attempt  at 
suicide.  We  gathered  up  what  emergency 
things  we  needed,  including  a  kerosene  lan¬ 
tern,  pails,  sterile  water,  instruments,  band¬ 
ages,  and  quickly  hired  a  carriage  and  were 
off.  It  was  over  a  rough  mountain  road  that 
we  went,  and  then  over  ditches  and  across 
fields  where  the  road  was  dim.  As  we  ap¬ 
proached  the  village  we  saw  a  group  of  men 


gathered  around  a  lantern.  In  the  center  was 
the  poor  victim,  lying  in  a  pool  of  blood.  We 
had  him  carried  into  the  treatment  room,  and 
there,  on  the  table,  we  could  see  the  extent 
of  the  damage.  The  lepers  crowded  close— 
they  have  little  enough  excitement  m  their 
lives.  But  we  had  to  shoo  them  out  as  the 
case  was  so  serious. 

The  attempted  suicide  had  cut  his  throat, — 
and  had  tried  to  make  a  good  job  of  it.  In 
that  rough  little  room,  lighted  by  two  or 
three  kerosene  lanterns  held  by  the  lepers, 
their  disfigured  sad  faces  and  hoarse  voices 
before  us  as  we  worked,  we  did  our  best. 
But  the  next  morning  they  brought  news 
that  the  man  had  died  during  the  night.  He 
was  an  advanced  case  of  leprosy,  and  probably 
thought  he  was  better  off  dead  than  living. 

Many  of  our  patients  do  not  seem  overly 
fond  of  their  husbands.  I  ask  a  woman  if 
she  has  a  husband,  and  she  answers,  "Yes,  but 
it’s  just  as  though  I  didn’t.  He  is  no  good.” 
Sometimes  she  even  says  “no,”  but  on  further 
questioning  I  find  she  has  one,  but  she  doesn’t 
like  him!  They  love  to  say,  “Tm  alone, 
alone — I  have  no  one  but  God  and  you.”  Then 
the  question,  "Do  you  have  a  husband?”  “Yes.” 
“Do  you  have  a  sister?”  “One.”  "Any  broth¬ 
ers?”  “Two.”  “But  I  thought  you  said 
you  had  no  one.”  Thus  they  go  on.  Some 
don’t  even  know  their  age.  "You  know  bet¬ 
ter  than  I  how  old  I  am !” 

And  now  it  is  nearly  Christmas  again.  After 
another  year  of  seeing,  hearing,  and  trying  to 
better  understand  the  ways  of  Islam,  I  am 
more  sure  than  ever  that  only  the  principles 
and  teachings  of  Jesus  can  help  Persia.  For 
there  is  so  much  inward  rottenness,  unhappi¬ 
ness,  and  ignorance  in  the  homes,  and  so 
little  peace,  love  and  cooperation!  The  old 
saying  still  holds,  “the  strength  of  a  nation 
is  in  its  homes.”  Pray  that  Christ  may"  enter 
the  homes  of  Persia! 


Persian  Panorama 

(Continued  from  page  294) 

tlon  and  even  intimidation,  shows  its 
power  and  its  appeal  to  seeking  hearts 
everywhere.  Nor  shall  we  soon  forget 
the  afternoon  prayer  meeting  in  Kerman- 
shah  on  the  hillside  back  of  the  mission¬ 
ary  residence.  The  women  on  one  side 
and  the  men  on  the  other  listened  while 
the  visitors’  remarks  were  translated  into 
Persian.  Then  the  pastor  rose  and  asked 
that  we  visitors  take  greetings  back  to 
America  and  urge  American  Christians 
to  pray  for  this  young  Persian  Church. 

The  spirit  of  Persia  is  no  longer  rep¬ 


resented  by  the  cynical  poetry  of  Omar 
Khayyam : 

“Then  to  the  rolling  Heav’n  itself 
I  cried, 

Asking,  ‘What  lamp  had  Destiny 
to  guide 

Her  little  children  stumbling  in 
the  dark?’ 

And  —  ‘A  blind  understanding,’ 
Heav’n  replied.” 

Persia  asks  questions  today  and  is  not 
satisfied  with  “a  blind  understanding.” 
Let  us  pray  at  this  Christmas  season 
that  once  again  the  seekers  from  Persia 
may  find  their  answer  in  the  Love  of 
God  incarnate  in  Bethelehem. 


In  the  Dispensary 

By  Robert  N.  Wright 

Dr  Wr.lelit  is  stationed  at  Ihc  American  hospital  in  Tabriz,  Persia. 


ii'VT'ES,  we  can  fix  that  all  right,”  re- 
X  marked  the  doctor  as  he  looked  at  the 
little  girl’s  hand.  “The  fingers  should 
have  been  separated  after  the  burn,  so  that 
they  would  not  have  grown  together  this 
way.” 

“Will  you  promise  that  it  will  be  just  as 
good  as  it  was  before  it  was  burned?”  asked 
the  mother. 

“We  never  promise  anybody  anything,  an¬ 
nounced  the  doctor,  “but  in  all  probability  she 
will  have  a  hand  that  will  be  of  more  use 
to  her,  and  look  better,  too.” 

“Qh,  I  do  so  hope  it  will  look  well.”  The 
mother  peeked  out  of  the  depths  of  her  black 
charsab.  “We  may  have  trouble  marrying 
her  off  if  she  is  crippled.” 

“Marrying  her  off !”  cried  the  nurse.  “Why, 
the  child  can’t  be  more  than  eight  years  old !” 

“Well,  you  see,”  said  the  mother,  “my  hus¬ 
band  has  divorced  me  because  I’ve  only  had 
two  girls  and  now  don’t  have  any  more_  chil¬ 
dren.  I  have  a  hard  time  making  a  living, 
and  I  can’t  support  this  girl  much  longer.  In 
another  three  or  four  years  she’ll  be  ready 
to  marry,  and  it  docs  no  harm  to  look  out 
for  the  future." 

“Perhaps  you’ll  be  married  again  yourself 
by  that  time,”  remarked  the  nurse. 

“Perhaps,  why  not?  God  is  gracious!  That 
old  rascal  of  a  husband  of  mine  now  has  a 
young  wife  who  has  borne  him  a  son.  He 
is  now  very  proud  and  struts  around  as  if 
he  owned  the  town.  Perhaps  you  have  seen 
him.  He  is  a  Sayid  (descendent  of  the  Pro¬ 
phet  Mohammed)  and  wears  a  green  turban 
on  his  head.  He  comes  from  Arabistan,  and 
wears  the  clothes  of  an  Arab.” 

“Bring  the  little  girl  at  eight  o’clock  Thurs¬ 
day  morning.  And  don’t  give  her  any  break¬ 
fast,”  said  the  doctor. 

“On  my  head,”  responded  the  mother.  “I'll 
just  give  her  a  little  tea  and  a  few  cakes 
so  she  will  have  some  strength.” 

“If  you  give  her  those  she’ll  give  them 
back  to  us.  Give  her  nothing  to  eat  in  the 
morning,  understand?  Nothing!” 

“On  my  eye,  doctor!  Just  perhaps  a  little 
milk?  She  is  so  weak.” 

“Call  in  the  next  patient.  And  have  a  good 
sized  bucket  ready  when  you  start  that  anes¬ 
thetic  tomorrow,”  said  the  doctor  curtly  to 
the  nurse. 

The  next  patient  was  a  woman  who  wanted 
medicine  so  that  she  might  have  children. 
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Another  wanted  medicine  so  that  she  wouidn  t 
have  any  more  children.  Then  came  a  young 
woman,  not  over  seventeen,  carrying  a  small 
boy.  With  her  was  a  tall,  swarthy  Arab,  a 
green  turban  on  liis  head  and  a  green  shawl 
wound  about  his  waist.  Over  his  shoulders 
hung  a  long  flowing  cloak,  or  abba. 

“This  woman  hasn’t  been  taking  very  good 
care  of  this  child,”  he  said.  “She  took  him 
out  and  gave  him  a  bath  in  the  stream  run¬ 
ning  down  the  middle  of  the  street,  and  now 
he  has  a  cough.” 

The  doctor  looked  over  the  child’s  chest 
and  ordered  some  medicine.  The  nurse  gave 
a  few  simple  instructions  as  to  the  care  and 
feeding  of  children. 

“By  the  way,”  said  the  Sayid  as  he  was 
paying  his  bill,  “there  was  a  girl  in  here  a 
little  while  ago  with  a  deformed  hand.  Can 
you  do  anything  for  her?  The  woman  bring¬ 
ing  her  in  was  my  mother-in-law.” 

“Mother-in-law  nothing!”  flared  up  the 
nurse.  “She  was  your  wife!” 

"Oh,  so  she  told  you,  did  she?”  The 
Sayid  walked  out  the  door,  followed  by  his  . 
new  wife  and  offspring.  “Khudafis!  (May 
God  keep  you!)  You  know  All  (peace  on 
him!)  said,  ‘Woman,  is  evil,  she  is  altogether 
evil;  but  a  very  necessary  evil.’  Goodby. 
May  your  shadow  not  grow  less.” 

Christmas  in  a  Mining  Town 

{ConUnued  from  Page  284) 

Scene  VI. 

Time:  Midnight,  Christmas  Eve. 
Place:  The  Community  Church. 

The  church  lighted  entirely  by  can¬ 
dles.  Silently  the  people  came  in  and 
took  their  places,  till  the  room  was  filled 
with  those  who  had  come  to  worship. 
And  Christmas  became  very  real  as  they 
sang  the  old  carols  and  joined  in  the 
service,  which  one  woman  described  as 
the  most  beautiful  ever  held  in  the  camp. 

“How  silently,  how  silently. 

The  wondrous  gift  is  given!” 

Christmas  1932!  And  we  know  that 
Christmas  of  1933  will  be  Christmas 
still,  for  with  an  even  deeper,  truer 
meaning  we  can  say, 

“Yet  what  I  can,  I  give  Him— 

Give  Him  my  heart.” 
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For  All  Church  W^omen 


ON  September  25  a  group  of  women  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation,  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the 
Board  of  National  Missions  met  informally  in 
Philadelphia  to  discuss  matters  of  common  in¬ 
terest.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  plans  were  un¬ 
der  consideration  for  a  Spiritual  Recovery  En¬ 
deavor  in  our  church  at  large,  the  feeling  and 
desire  of  all  present  was  that  the  womanhood 
of  the  church  should  feel  a  real  personal  re¬ 
newal  of  her  spiritual  life,  a  re-dedication  to 
Him  who  calls  her  at  this  hour  of  urgent 
crisis.  The  following  objectives  were  worked 
out,  at  this  and  subsequent  small  conferences, 
which  it  is  hoped  may  be  helpful  and  stimulat¬ 
ing: 

T/ie  Objectives 

Representatives  of  the  women  of  the  Boards 
of  Missions  and  of  Christian  Education  in  in¬ 
formal  conference  formulated  the  following 
Spiritual  Objectives,  which  it  is  hoped  all  the 
women  of  the  church  may  make  their  own. 

Realizing  that  destructive  forces  are  running 
through  all  our  American  life  today  and  that 
the  church  has  come  to  a  crisis  of  oppor¬ 
tunity,  we,  as  a  body  of  '  Christian  women, 
desire  to  experience  a  more  vital  and  personal 
relationship  to  Jesus  Christ,  attained  tlirough 
daily  communion  and  fellowship  with  Him. 
Vitalized  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  let 
us  go  forward  into  a  more  abundant  life.  To 
this  end  the  following  objectives  are  offered: 

I.  That  the  women  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  dedicate  themselves  to  a  truer 
devotion  to  Christ. 

2.  That  the  lives  and  words  of  Christian 
women  witness  increasingly  to  the  joy  and 
privilege  of  complete  surrender  to  Christ. 

3.  That  women  seek  to  bring  other  women 
to  Christ. 

4.  That  there  be  more  faithfulness  in  prayer 
and  understanding  of  its  meaning. 

$.  That  there  be  more  basic  study  for  a  real 
knowledge  of  the  word  of  God. 

6.  That  there  be  conscientious  stewardship 
of  time,  talents  and  possessions. 

7.  That  there  be  greater  loyalty  to  the 
church,  expressed  by, 
a.  More  faithful  attendance  at  church 
services. 

b.  Fuller  participation  in  the  activities 
of  the  local  church. 

8.  That  there  be  more  definite  commitment 
to  the  great  causes  of  the  Church  at  home 
and  abroad. 

9.  That  there  be  a  positive  interest  in  every 
social  ill,  seeking  to  apply  the  principles  of 
Christianity  to  their  solutions  in  all  per¬ 


sonal  and  community  relatioiiships,  as  well 
as  national  and  international,  facing  |oca 
prejudices  courageously  but  in  a  spirit  of 
gentleness. 

Through  the  Spiritual  Life  Groups,  women 
throughout  the  church  have  been  already  think¬ 
ing  deeply  and  preparing  their  hearts  and 
minds  for  just  such  objectives  as  these,  the 
drinking  deeply  of  the  wells  of  life  and  power 
that  we  may  impart  to  others. 

What  is  my  answer?  What  is  yours f 

— M.  W.  H.  M. 


Spiritual  Life  Groups 

From  Oregon: 

0  aid  in  tlie  organization  of  Spiritual  Life 
Groups,  the  stewardship  synodical  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  Oregon  Synodical  Society  mailed 
copies  of  Bible  prayers,  each  with  reference, 
to  the  presbyterial  stewardship  secretaries. 
These  in  turn  were  sent  to  the  local  steward¬ 
ship  secretaries,  to  be  used  as  a  study  and 
model  of  prayer. 

From  Puerto  Rico: 

UTV/E  were  glad  to  receive  the  pamphlets 
in  Marina  Neighborhood  House,  be¬ 
cause  in  these  days  of  trial  we  all  need  the 
inspiration  and  help  that  come  from  prayer.  I 
have  ordered  a  complete  set  for  our  use  at 
Marina  ...  and  a  set  to  be  used  at  the  Union 
Church  Missionary  Society  at  San  Juan." 

From  Michigan:  _  c  •  • 

tfVY/E  are  trying  to  organize  Spiritual 
W  Life  Groups,  although  it  is  slow  work 
to  get  the  women  to  set  aside  a  certain  definite 
lime  for  these  group  meetings  and  keep  it  un¬ 
disturbed  by  other  things.  However,  they  more 
willingly  agree  to  a  private  devotional  period.” 

have  had  great  inspiration  in  the 
W  desire  of  a  frail  little  invalid  who  has 
longed  for  just  such  fellowship  in  prayer.  She 
was  too  weak  to  have  us  come  to  her  bedside, 
so  we  agreed  to  set  a  time,  3:30  o’clock  each 
Monday,  for  a  little  group  to  meet  in  my  home, 
and  she  studies  the  same  material  and  prays 
for  the  same  things  we  do,  alone  in  her  quiet 
room  with  her  Lord.  It  has  proved  a  joy  to 
her  hungry  heart  and  an  inspiration  to  us. 

‘T  have  in  my  group  an  aged  friend  of 
eighty-seven  whose  mind  is  so  keen,  her  mem¬ 
ory  so  stored  with  glorious  experiences  and 
her  spirit  so  radiant  that  it  is  a  blessed  hour 
of  sitting  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ 
Jesus." 
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The  Power  Room 
"Aiid  I  ivill  give  power  unto  my 
witnesses."  (Rev.  11:13) 


Spiritual  Radiance  —  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
“The  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ’’— “the  brightness  of  His  Father's  glory.” 

“Christ,  whose  glory  fills  the  skies,  Christ  tlie  true,  the  only  light. 

Sun  of  Righteousness,  arise,  triumph  o’er  the  shades  of  night! 

Dayspring  from  on  high,  be  near!  Daystar,  in  my  heart  appear! 


During  the  season  just  before  us,  the 
face  of  the  Christ  Child  will  smile  up 
at  us  from  many  a  Christmas  card.  So 
far  as  we  know,  no  likeness  of  Christ’s  face 
was  ever  made  during  his  life  on  earth.  What 
a  treasure  such  a  likeness  would  be!  Yet 
the  world  is  full  of  his  pictures,  each  one 
the  effort  of  some  earnest  artist  soul  to 
express  his  conception  of  that  wonderful  face 
of  Qirist.  Many  of  these  pictures  hang  on 
the  walls  of  our  homes,  and  a  light  seems  to 
shine  from  every  one.  In  the  secret  recesses 
of  our  hearts,  too,  each  one  of  us  treasures 
our  own  likeness  of  the  Lord  as  we  have 
seemed  to  see  him  in  the  deep  experiences 
of  our  lives. 

During  the  years  of  Christ’s  life  on  earth, 
human  tenderness  gently  veiled  the  glory  of 
His  face,  except  on  that  high  mountain  apart, 
with  Peter,  James,  and  John,  where  he  was 
transfigured  before  them.  “His  face  did  shine 
as  the  sun,”  even  his  raiment  was  white  as 
the  light.”  Was  it  of  this  experience  that  John 
wrote  long  afterward,  “We  behold  his  glory, 
the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 

“Show  me  Thy  face  I 
My  faith  and  love 
Shall  henceforth  fixed  be. 

And  notliing  here  have  power 
to  move 

My  soul’s  serenity. 


full  of  grace  and  truth”?  To  John  also  was 
given  in  the  Revelation  that  vision  of  the  Son 
of  Man  with  "his  countenance  as  the  sun 
shineth  in  his  strength,”  and  of  the  holy  Jeru¬ 
salem,  where  “tlie  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof.” 
When  “his  servatits  shall  serve  him”  there 
forever,  “they  shall  see  his  face”  and  shall 
be  “satisfied  with  his  likeness.” 

Twice  in  John’s  Gospel,  Christ  described 
himself  as  the  Light  of  the  world,  and  added, 
“He  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in 
darkness  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life.” 
Here  we  find  the  clue  to  the  radiant  living 
possible  for  every  Christian : 

“Beholding  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  we  are 
changed  into  the  same  image;”  following 
him,  we  shall  have  the  light  of  life. 

Prayer 

“Cod,  thou  art  my  God;  early  will  I  seek 
thee;  my  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  to  see  thy 
power  and  thy  glory.  I  beseech  tliee,  show 
me  thy  glory.  Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to 
present  us  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his 
glory,  to  the  only  wise  God,  our  Savior,  be 
glory  both  now  and  ever.  Amen.” 

“Show  me  Tliy  face. 

And  I  shall  be 
In  heart  and  mind  renewed, 
With  w'isdom,  grace  and 
energy. 

To  work  Thy  work  endued.” 
Sophia  C.  Prentice. 


"Show  me  Thy  face  1 
The  heaviest  cross 
Will  then  seem  light  to  bear; 
There  will  be  gain  in  every 
loss 

And  peace  with  every  care. 


Word  From  Logan  Academy 
HL  school  is  full,  and  we  have  more  town 
girls  than  for  a  number  of  years.  Because 
of  our  large  graduating  class  last  year,  we 
had  more  vacancies  this  fall  than  usual,  so 
have  more  new  girls  than  we  ordinarily  have 
at  one  time.  One  former  student,  who  had 
been  out  of  school  for  two  years,  returned  to 
complete  her  high  school  work  and  brought 
with  her  another  girl  who  had  been  retarded 
and  out  of  school,  who  is  doing  excellent 
work. 


We  are  having  our  Bible  classes  three  times 
a  week  this  year  instead  of  two,  and  believe  it 
is  going  to  be  a  more  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ment  than  twice  a  week. 

Several  of  our  graduates  of  last  spring  are 
going  to  college,  and  a  few  have  been  success¬ 
ful  in  obtaining  jobs  so  as  to  be  almost  self- 
supporting.  The  two  who  went  into  nurse’s 
training  are  blissfully  happy,  and  working  very 
hard.  We  are  gratified  to  have  so  many  of 
them  doing  so  well. 

— Margery  Frink,  Logan.  Utah. 


Young  People’s  Department 


The  Hope  of  the  Ages  (A  Pageant) 

Mra.  Charles  J.  Beck,  of  Summit,  N  J  .pro.ides  this  deseriptioh  of  a  Christmas  pageaot 
for  the  Tumor  Department. 


Last  fail  the  Junior  Department  of  Central 
Church  of  Summit,  N.  J.,  studied  "How 
We  Get  Our  Bible.’’  As  Christmas  drew 
near  they  gave  an  original  pageant  telling  the 
fascinating  story  of  Jiow  the  Word  of  God  has 
come  to  us,  and  the  joy  that  the  Bible  has 
brouglit  to  boys  and  girls  around  the  world.  The 
pageant  was  given  in  the  church  auditorium, 
which  was  dimly  lighted.  Colored  spot-lights, 
which  changed  from  green  to  blue,  to  amber, 
to  red,  and  to  white,  according  to  the  scene 
portrayed,  added  much  to  the  beauty  of  the 
production. 

Episode  I.  As  the  organ  played  softly  “The 
Whole  World  Was  Lost  in  the  Darkness  of 
Sitij’’  a  boy  in  oriental  costume  announced 
the  first  episode.  (Blue  light.) 

Boy  :  "When  Jesus  was  a  boy  in  Nazareth,  he 
went  to  school  in  the  synagogue.  There  the 
Rabbi  taught  all  the  village  boys  their  les¬ 
sons  from  the  Bible.  The  Bible  then  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  Old  Testament  only,  for  the 
new  Testament  was  not  written  until  after 
Jesus  returned  to  heaven.  The  boys  received 
their  lessons  from  scrolls  made  of  papyrus 
and  they  probably  wrote  on  wax  tablets. 
They  learned  the  stories  of  Moses  and  Abra¬ 
ham  and  other  heroes  of  Israel,  and  memo¬ 
rized  much  of  the  Law  and  Prophets.” 
(Rabbi  enters  and  stands  in  synagogue;  boys 
enter  one  by  one,  bowitig  low,  take  seats.) 
Rabbi  :  My  lads,  I  trust  you  have  learned 
your  lessons  well.  Simon,  will  you  read  6rst 
from  the  Law  of  Moses?  (Amber  light.) 
Simon:  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  that 
thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land  which  the 
Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee. 

Rabbi  :  Lay  this  lesson  to  heart,  and  recite  it 
from  memory  tomorrow.  Now,  the  lesson 
from  the  Prophets,  James. 

James:  The  people  that  walked  in  darkness 
have  seen  a  great  light.  For  unto  us  a 
Child  is  born,  unto  us  a  Son  is  given. 

Rabbi;  Matthew,  read  also  from  the  Prophets. 
Matthew  :  He  shall  feed  His  flock  like  a 
shepherd ;  He  shall  gather  the  lambs  in  His 
arm,  and  carry  them  in  His  bosom. 

Rabbi  :  My  lads,  we  eagerly  look  forward  to 
the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy,  for  we  long 
for  the  coming  of  the  Messiah.  Tomorrow, 
learn  this  lesson  from  the  Prophet  Isaiah : 
"And  His  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful, 


Counsellor,  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting 
Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace.”  Now  you  may 
go.  and  peace  be  with  you. 

(Organ  plays  chorus  of  “The  Whole  World 
Was  Lost  in  the  Darkness  of  Sin’’  during 
exit.) 

Episode  II  told  of  the  Psalms,  the  hymn- 
book  Jesus  used.  After  the  Announcer  told 
the  story  of  Psalm  24,  about  forty  Juniors 
dramatized  it  in  song.  There  were  groups  in 
the  right  and  left  towers  in  the  walls  of  Jeru¬ 
salem,  shiging  antiphoMlly,  and  David  and 
his  menl  brought  the  ark  to  the  gates,  svngi^ 
in  chorus,  and  at  times  a  solo.  From  inside 
the  gates  a  solo  voice  challenged,  "Who 
is  the  King  of  Glory  f”  The  answer  came  back 
from  the  whole  group  outside  the  gates,  The 
Lord,  strong  and  mighty,  The  Lord,  mighty  in 
battle.”  Again  the  challenge  came,^and  the 
answer  was  a  triumphant  climax  in  which 
every  one  joined,  "The  Lord  of  hosts.  He  is 
the  King  of  Glory.” 

Episode  III  related  the  story  of  the  writing 
ofl  the  Epistles.  (Blue  light.) 

Announcer:  In  the  New  Testament  there  are 
many  letters  written  by  friends  of  Jesus. 
These  are  called  Epistles.  Most  of  them 
were  written  by  the  great  Apostle  Paul  to 
his  friends  in  the  churches  in  other  cities. 
One  day  when  Paul  was  visiting  in  Corinth 
he  wanted  to  write  a  long  letter  to  his 
friends  in  Rome,  but  lie  was  very  weary. 
So  he  sent  for  a  scribe  named  Tertlus  whose 
business  it  was  to  write  letters.  Paul  dic¬ 
tated  to  Tertius  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans. 
(Terlius  is  seated  copying  on  scroll.  Red 
light.  Enter  Jdessenger.) 

Messenger:  Tertius,  my  friend,  may  the  peace 
of  God  be  with  thee. 

Tertius  :  May  God's  peace  rest  upon  thee  also. 

Is  there  aught  I  can  do  for  thee? 
Messenger:  Our  beloved  teacher  Paul  is  a 
guest  in  tlie  house  of  Gaius  of  Corinth.  He 
desires  to  send  letters  to  friends  in  Rome 
and  possibly  elsewhere.  He  has  heard  that 
thou  art  a  skillful  scribe,  Tertius,  and  has 
sent  me  to  ask  if  thou  wouldst  be  willing 
to  write  these  letters  for  him? 

Tertius  :  Carry  my  greetings  to  the  teacher 
Paul,  and  tell  him  that  I  shall  come  to  him 
this  very  day.  (Exit  messenger.)  For  long 
letters  I  must  have  papyrus.  I  shall  take 
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several  pieces  of  different  lengths,  then  I 
shall  be  ready  to  write  a  letter  of  any 
length.  Now.  I  am  ready.  Let  me  see.  wax 
tablets,  papyrus,  pens.  {Puls  in  broad  girdle 
which  serves  as  pocket.)  Yes,  everything 
but  ink.  How  fortunate  that  I  remembered. 
(Exit.) 

{Enter  Paul  on  other  side,  and  sits  on  bench. 
Enter  Tertius.  Green  licjht.) 

Paul;  Greetings,  Tertius!  It  is  good  of  thee 
to  come  to  my  help.  Sit  there  and  we  will 
get  to  our  writing  with  all  speed,  for  there 
will  be  letters  of  some  length.  {Dictates.) 
Paul,  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ,  called  to  be 
an  Apostle.  {Tertius  carefully  rolls  sheet 
and  ties  it  with  cord  to  be  addressed.) 
Tertius,  my  son,  thou  hast  helped  me  great¬ 
ly.  I  thank  God  continually  for  the  friends 
who  meet  my  every  need.  {Exit  Paul.) 
Tertius:  {Departhig)  I  am  only  Tertius,  a 
scribe,  but  the  great  teacher  Paul  needed 
me,  and  I  was  able  to  help  him  in  send¬ 
ing  the  Light  of  Jesus  to  others.  {Exit.) 
Epistle  IV. — Choir  sings  first  verse  of  “The 
Whole  World  Was  Lost  in  the  Darkness  of 
Sm"  as  Terth(S  leaves* stage  and  the  reader  of 
the  fourth  episode  appears.  During  the  reading 
of  the  following,  the  entire  episode  is  por¬ 
trayed  in  pantomime.  A  junior  boy  took  the 
part  of  Caedmon,  and  when  commanded  to 
sing  by  the  angel  who  represented  the  heavenly 
vision,  he  sang  two  verses  of  “This  Is  My 
Fathers  World.” 

Boy  :  Twelve  hundred  j'cars  ago  in  England 
there  lived  a  cowherd  by  the  name  of  Caed¬ 
mon.  He  was  an  ignorant  fellow  who 
thought  that  he  would  never  be  able  to  do 
anything  but  herd  the  cattle.  One  evening 
he  and  his  friends  were  gathered  together 
in  the  great  hall  of  his  master  tor  an  en¬ 
tertainment.  {Amber  light.)  As  was  the 
custom,  each  person  was  asked  to  sing. 
Many  of  the  songs  were  stories  in  rhyme, 
and  the  singer  played  also  on  the  harp. 
Caedmon  could  not  play,  neither  could  he 
sing.  So  he  stole  away  before  his  turn  came 
and  he  went  to  his  cattle  shed  with  a  sad 
heart.  While  he  slept  he  dreamed  that  3. 
heavenly  vision  {Blue  light)  lighted  up  his 
stall  and  a  voice  said  to  him,  “Sing,  Caed¬ 
mon,  sing  some  song  to  me.”  “I  cannot 
sing,”  was  Caedmon’s  sorrowful  answer. 
“Yet,”  said  the  one  who  stood  before  him, 
“yet  shalt  thou  sing  to  me !”  “What  shall  I 
sing?”  he  asked.  “Sing  to  me  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  created  things."  Thereupon  a  divine 
power  seemed  to  come  to  him  and  he  sang 
a  song  of  praise  to  God.  {White  light.) 
And  so  the  vision  passed.  But  the  power 
remained  with  Caedmon,  and  he  went  out 
from  the  cattle  stall  transformed  into  a  great 


poet  and  sang  for  the  people.  The  Abbess 
of  a  great  convent  heard  of  Caedmon  s  songs 
and  called  him  to  her.  {Red  light.)  I 
believe  thou  hast  the  gift  of  song,”  she  said, 
and  she  translated  for  him  a  part  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  which  in  those  times  were 
written  only  in  Latin  for  scholars  and  priests 
to  be  read.  Thereafter,  whenever  Caedmon 
heard  any  of  the  Bible  translated  and  ex¬ 
plained  to  him,  he  immediately  put  it  into 
verse  and  sang  it  to  the  people  of  England. 
{The  Junior  Department  sang  one  verse  of 
“Tell  Me  the  Story  of  Jesus”  as  the  scene 
tvas  made  ready  for  another  pantomime  of 
Bede’s  translation  of  St.  John’s  Gospel,  during 
the  follozving  reading.) 

Announcer:  In  a  narrow  cell  in  a  monastery 
in.  England,  in  735  A.D.,  lay  an  aged  monk, 
the  venerable  Bede,  the  most  brilliant  scholar 
of  Europe.  {Green  light.)  Feebly  he  dic¬ 
tated  his  translations  of  St.  John’s  Gospel. 
Although  desperately  ill  he  would  not  rest 
from  his  labors.  “Go  on  quickly,”  he  com¬ 
manded  the  Scribe.  “I  know  not  how  soon 
my  Master  will  call  me  hence.  I  do  not 
want  my  friends  to  read  a  lie  or  to  work 
to  no  purpose  after  I  am  gone.”  {A7nber 
light.)  All  day  long  they  worked  and  when 
the  rays  of  the  setting  sun  gilded  the  cell, 
the  task  was  almost  done.  "There  remains 
but  one  chapter,”  said  the  Scribe,  "will  you 
not  rest  now?’*  “Nay,  we  must  go  on,”  Bede 
replied.  “Take  up  thy  pen  and  write  quick¬ 
ly.”  The  Scribe  wrote  on.  “And  now, 
father,"  said  he,  "only  one  sentence  remains.” 
{Red  light.)  Painfully  the  old  man  gasped 
the  words.  "It  is  finished,”  said  the  youth. 
"Ay,  it  is  finished,”  echoed  the  saint.  “Lift 
me  up!  Now,  glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to 
the  Son  and  to  tlie  Holy  Ghost.”  He  came 
to  the  end  of  life’s  journey  with  his  task 
complete. 

{Softly  the  choir  sings  one  verse  of  “I  Love 
to  Tell  the  Story”  as  Bede  and  the  scribe  leave 
the  platform.) 

Announcer:  A  brave  English  priest  named 
John  Wycliffe  was  hated  by  other  priests 
because  he  dared  to  find  fault  with  their 
greediness  and  selfishness.  He  preached  that 
tho  best  way  for  people  to  learn  how  to  be 
good  is  to  read  in  the  Bible  about  the  beau¬ 
tiful  life  of  Jesus.  {Blue  light.)  So  he  set 
to  work  on  a  translation  into  English  of 
the  entire  Bible,  the  first  one  ever  made 
from  tlie  Latin.  This  made  the  priests  still 
more  angry,  for  they  said:  "If  we  let  com¬ 
mon  men  and  women  know  as  much  about 
the  Bible  as  learned  priests  do,  we  are  let¬ 
ting  the  pearl  of  the  Gospel  be  trodden 
under  foot  of  swine.”  John  Wycliffe  sent 
out  his  hand-written  Bibles  to  be  read  to 
the  people  in  secret  by  young  priests  who 


314 


WOMEN  AND  MISSIONS 


December 


were  his  friends.  These  traveling  priests 
were  called  Lollards,  and  their  lives  were 
always  in  danger,  for  their  enemies  hunted 
them  down.  Readers  of  the  English  Bible 
were  burned  with  the  Bibles  round  their 
necks ;  and  mothers  and  fathers  were  killed 
for  teaching  their  children  the  Lord’s  Prayer 
and  the  Ten  Commandments  in  English.  But, 
in  spite  of  the  danger,  God’s  Word  was 
taken  to  those  who  loved  it. 

(Grctm  light.  Wycliff.e  stands  at  doorivay, 
saying  farezvell  to  the  Lollards  who  are  ready, 
Bible  in  hand,  to  start  on  their  travels.) 
Wycliffe:  Take,  then,  these  holy  Books  and 
read  them  to  all  who  love  the  Lord,  for 
without  his  guiding  words  they  are  straying 
children.  (Looking  up.)  “Thy  word  is  a 
lamp  unto  my  feet  and  a  light  unto  my 
path.”  The  words  are  life  unto  those  who 
find  them.  (To  Lollards)  I  am  sending  you 
forth  like  sheep  among  wolves.  Will  you 
face  the  danger  of  death  bravely?”  (Am¬ 
ber  light.) 

1ST  Lollard;  Yes,  God  will  direct  our  paths. 

We  are  not  afraid,  for  we  walk  with  Him. 
2ND  Lollard:  We  will  take  his  Holy  Word 
to  his  people,  for  they  beg  for  it.  A  man 
in  our  village  has  offered  a  load  of  hay  if 
he  may  read  the  Bible  for  one  hour  a 
day. 

3RD  Lollard:  In  my  town  there  lives  a  girl 
who  has  learned  the  Ten  Commandments 
and  parts  of  the  New  Testament,  and  the 
people  send  for  her  often  to  recite  those 
words.  They  love  the  Word  of  God. 
Wycliffe:  My  friends,  take  care  that  you 
walk  worthy  of  Him.  “Wherewithal  shall 
a  young  man  cleanse  his  way?” 

Lollards  :  “By  taking  heed  thereto,  according 
to  thy  Word.” 

Wycliffe:  (Raising  hands  in  blessing,  while 
Lollards  sink  to  one  knee  before  him.)  And 
now  remember  the  words  of  Christ,  “Who¬ 
soever  shall  lose  his  life  for  my  sake  and 
the  gospel's,  the  same  shall  save  it.”  (Red 
light.  Lollards  rise  and  stand  facing  him. 
As  Wycliffe  finishes,  they  raise  Bibles  high 
before  them  as  final  salute.) 

Wycliffe:  "The  grass  withereth,  the  flower 
fadeth,  but  the  Word  of  our  God  shall  stand 
forever.”  (He  stands  at  doorway,  with  arm 
outstretched.  Lollards  lozver  Bibles,  turn 
slowly  and  walk  across  stage  to  exit.  As 
they  leave  the  platform  the  choir  sings  third 
verse  of  “Til  Go  Where  You  Want  Me  To 
Go.”) 

The  story  of  Tyndale  was  portrayed  as  fol¬ 
lows:  As  Uncle  John  told  the  story,  seated 
on  the  left  side  of  platform,  to  his  nephnvs, 
the  story  was  acted  on  the  right  side  of  plat¬ 
form.  Even  the  buT^iing  at  the  stake  was 
reverently  and  effectively  done  by  the  boys. 


(Amber  light.  Enter  hogs,  followed  by 

Uncle.) 

Boys  :  Welcome  home.  Uncle  John. 

Clifton  ;  What  did  you  see  while  you  were 
in  Europe,  Uncle  John? 

Uncle:  VVell,  boys,  while  in  England  I  saw  a 
book  that  you  would  have  much  to  see. 

Boys:  What  book  was  that? 

Uncle:  It  was  the  translation  by  William 
Tyndale  of  the  New  Testament,  the  very 
first  part  of  the  Bible  printed  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  language. 

Russell:  I  thought  Wycliffe's  was  the  first. 

Bud:  His  wasn’t  printed.  The  printing  press 
wasn’t  even  invented  when  he  translated  the 
Bible.  He  had  people  copy  it  by  hand. 

Uncle:  The  King  and  the  high  churchmen  in 
Tyndale’s  day  did  not  want  the  Bible  print¬ 
ed,  so  they  bought  all  the  copies  they  could 
find,  and  burned  them.  But  the  people  hid 
their  copies  and  lent  them  to  one  another. 

Clifton:  I  suppose  all  the  work  had  to  be 
done  secretly  by  Tyndale,  but  it  must  have 
been  hard  to  keep  the  secret,  Did  he  print 
it  in  England? 

Uncle:  No,  even  before  it  was  ready  for 
printing  he  had  to  go  to  Germany,  for  he 
said,  “There  is  no  place  in  all  England  to 
translate  the  Bible.”  It  was  an  exciting  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  work  was  done. 

Henry:  Did  the  printer  keep  the  secret? 

Uncle:  I  am  sorry  to  say  he  did  not,  or  rather, 
his  workmen  did  not.  One  of  Tyndale’s  ene¬ 
mies  gave  them  wine  to  drink,  so  they  for¬ 
got  their  promise  to  keep  the  secret,  and 
they  said,  “We  are  printing  3,000  copies  of 
the  New  Testament  in  English  for  Tyndale, 
to  be  secretly  distributed  in  England.”  (Blue 
light.)  His  enemy  spread  the  news,  and 
Tjmdale  had  to  hastily  seize  his  precious 
manuscript  and  escape  to  another  city. 

Russell:  What  did  he  do  there? 

Uncle:  He  had  the  Bible  printed  there  and 
secretly  sent  to  England. 

Bud:  How  did  they  send  them? 

Uncle:  TTie  Bibles  were  hidden  inside  great 
bales  of  cloth  and  a  small  mark  put  on 
those  special  bales. 

Clifton  :  I  know  how  they  could  do  it !  Some 
of  the  workmen  on  the  docks  in  England 
who  helped  unload  the  ships  would  be  told 
the  secret.  They’d  set  aside  the  queerly 
marked  bales,  and  open  those  after  dark, 
and  take  out  the  Bibles  and  distribute  them. 

Uncle:  That  was  exactly  what  they  did. 

Henry  :  That  was  when  the  churchmen  burned 
all  his  books  they  could  find,  wasn’t  it? 

Bud:  But  they  didn't  burn  them  before  lots 
of  folks  had  time  to  read  them. 

Uncle:  As  fast  as  the  churchmen  burned  the 
Bibles,  Tyndale  printed  more  Bibles.  (Amber 
light.)  Then  the  people  remembered  that  he 
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had  said  that  one  day  he  would  put  a  Bible 
into  the  hands  of  every  plowboy  in  Eiighmd. 
His  promise  had  almost  come  true. 

Russell:  Probably  the  bishops  would  like 
to  have  got  their  hands  on  Tyiidalc  himself 
as  well  as  on  his  Bibles. 

Uncle:  They  did  get  tlieir  hands  on  him.  They 
sent  a  spy  to  Germany — a  man  who  found 
his  hiding  place  and  pretended  to  be  his 
friend.  He  had  Tyndale  arrested,  and  he 
was  sentenced  to  be  burned  at  the  stake. 

Bud:  So  he  lost  out  after  all. 

Uncle:  Lost  out?  Not  by  a  great  deal,  my 
boy.  He  lost  his  life,  but  he  won  out  glori¬ 
ously.  {Blue  light.)  For  Tyndale  prayed, 
as  he  died.  "Lord !  open  the  eyes  of  the 
King  of  England!”  And  his  prayer  was  an¬ 
swered.  Within  a  year  after  his  death,  the 
Bible  was  being  openly  sold  to  the  English 
people  by  the  King’s  orders. 

Henry  :  Then  he  did  what  he  set  out  to  do. 
He  put  the  Bible  into  the  hands  of  every 
plowboy  in  England. 

Uncle:  And  into  your  hands  and  mine. 

•  {All  leave  the  platform  as  one  verse  of 
"Faith  of  Our  Fathers"  is  sung.  The  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  department  enters.  Red  light.) 
Superintendent:  Throughout  the  centuries 
God  has  preserved  his  Book,  and  today  it 
is  in  your  hands  and  mine.  What  a  different 
world  this  would  be  if  no  one  had  heard, 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  do  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  ye  do  it  unto  me,”  or 
"Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature.” 

Then  the  superintendent  told  the  story,  "If 
He  Had  Not  Come,”  found  in  Junior  Teachers 
Quarterly,  Oct.,  Nov.,  Dec..  1932.  about  Billy 
who  went  to  bed  Christmas  Eve  full  of  ex¬ 
pectancy,  but  on  arising  the  next  morning 
found  no  Christmas  tree  nor  gifts;  the  fac¬ 
tories  and  stores  open ;  no  church  on  the  cor¬ 
ner,  only  a  vacant  lot ;  no  orphanage  to  which 
he  thought  his  Sunday  school  sent  Christmas 
gifts;  no  hospitals,  no  rescue  missions.  Upon 
returning  home  he  picked  up  his  Bible  and 
found  no  New  Testament— only  the  words,  "If 
He  Had  Not  Come.”  faintly  written  on  the 
blank  pages.  Then  the  organ  chimed  “Joy  to 
The  World,  The  Lord  is  Come,”  and  Billy  runs 
up  to  the  superintendent,  rubbing  his  eyes  ani 
saying,  as  superintendent  leaves  platform : 
Billy:  Oh,  goody!  It  ts  Christmas.  It  was  just 
a  dream,  and  what  a  dreadful  one.  If  He  had 
not  cornel  {Looking  up.  Amber  light.) 
Dear  God,  how  thankful  I  am  to  you  for  send¬ 
ing  Jesus  into  the  world.  If  He  had  not  come 
— what  a  dreary  world  it  would  be." 

(Juniors  representing  all  the  foreign  mission 
stations  supported  by  our  Presbyterian  chil¬ 
dren  under  twelve  appear  »»  costume.) 
China:  It  was  a  dreary  world  for  me  be¬ 


cause  we  did  not  know  that  He  had  come 
until  we  learned  about  it  through  Miss 
Dickie.  I  can’t  bear  to  think  of  what  my 
life  would  have  been,  and  that  of  the  other 
hoys  and  girls,  if  we  hadn  t  learned  that 
Jesus  came!  Now  it  means  Merry  Christ¬ 
mas  to  all  of  us. 

Japan;  I’ll  say  "Merry  Christmas!"  That  is 
what  it  is  coming  to  be  in  very  many  places 
in  Japan  now.  He  came  to  me,  and  to  many 
like  me,  through  the  kindergarten  at  Kana¬ 
zawa  Station,  supported  by  Presbyterian  girls 
and  boys  in  America.  So  it's  Merry  Christ¬ 
mas  for  us  in  Japan. 

Africa:  If  He  had  not  come?  {Blue  light.) 
Then  the  boys  and  girls  in  Foulassi,  Afri^, 
would  never  have  known  our  missionaries 
there.  My  mother  said  he  came  to  us  through 
Mrs.  McNeill— and  if  he  had  not  come,  we 
would  be  living  the  same  old  black  way  the 
people  in  Africa  had  been  living  for  years. 
But  life  is  like  sunshine  since  we  know  that 
He  has  come. 

Siam  :  If  He  had  not  come,  I  never  could  be 
happily  singing  about  Him  and  having  a 
wonderful  Christmas  at  the  mission  station 
with  Miss  Starling.  Do  you  know  how  I’d 
be  if  he  had  not  come?  Afraid!  Fright¬ 
fully  afraid  of  all  the  evil  spirits  in  the  ani¬ 
mals  that  would  get  you;  in  the  thunder,  in 
the  lightning,  in  all  kinds  of  sickne.ss.  If  He 
had  not  come,  we  would  never  have  known 

those  words,  “Be  not  afraid - for  I  am 

with  you  always.” 

India:  I  know  that  "He  is  love.”  If  He 
had  not  come,  I  would  still  be  a  despised 
and  sorrowful  little  widow,  sold  into 
slavery.  {Green  light)  But  through  Miss 
Peterson  at  the  mission  school  in  Saharan- 
pur  I  found  a  Christian  home,  and  I  go 
to  school.  It  was  there  I  first  heard  of  how 
He  did  come  a  little  baby  on  Christmas. 
Mexico;  {Holding,  aloft  a  Bible).  This  is 
how  we  learned  about  Jesus  in  Mexico,  all 
for  ourselves.  Through  its  pages  we  came 
to  know  that  we  could  talk  to  Him  all  by 
ourselves,  too.  Before  we  had  this  Book, 
we  knew  only  what  the  priests  told  us  about 
the  name  of  Jesus.  But  we  did  not  know 
Him.  Thanks  to  the  Mission  in  Mexico 
City,  supported  by  your  gifts,  now  we  know 
the  story  the  angels  sang  so  long  ago. 
Persia:  Your  own  missionaries,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cumberland,  are  telling  about  how  He 
came  in  Persia  {Red  light)  not  so  far 
from  where  the  shepherds  heard  the 
angels’  Christmas  song.  All  over  Persia 
we  are  beginning  to  listen  to  'that  song. 
The  music  of  it  is  changing  our  country 
gradually. 

Alaska  :  Haines  House !  Does  that  mean 
anything  to  you?  It  does  to  me,  and  to 
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other  boys  and  girls  who  have  found  such 
a  good  home  there.  Witli  no  mother  and 
no  father,  and  no  home  for  any  of  us,  can 
you  think  what  it  has  done  for  us  to  have 
you  support  that  fine  work  at  Haines  House 
whidt  never  would  have  happened  if  He 
had  not  come? 

Philippine:s  :  We  come  straight  from  j'our 
own  missionaries,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunn,  flicy 
say  that  the  Philippines  are  happily  join¬ 
ing  in  the  Christmas  song— for  it  is  joy 
to  the  Filipinos,  the  Lord  is  come ! 
American  Indian  :  Here  am  I,  right  from 
our  own  country.  I  was  just  a  hopeless 
Indian,  until  I  went  to  school  at  tlie  Ganatlo 
mission  station.  {Ainber  light.)  This  sta¬ 
tion,  like  those  represented  by  the  other 
girls  of  our  class,  is  supported  by  Presby¬ 
terian  boys  and  girls  in  America.  The 
Bibles  which  we  carry  are  written  in  the 
languages  of  the  countries  we  represent. 
Blind  Girl:  And  here  is  the  last  of  all. 
You  could  not  guess  whom  I  represent. 
No,  not  any  mission  stations— and  yet  how 
glad  I  am  that  He  has  come  to  the  boys 
and  girls  all  over  the  world  who  are  sight¬ 
less!  You  have  the  Bible  translated  into 
your  own  language,  through  which  He  has 
come  to  you.  The  most  wonderful  thing 
that  ever  happened  to  blind  boys  and  girls 
is  that  they,  too,  may  read  the  Bible  them¬ 
selves,  through  the  Braille  system.  And 
how  they  love  it!  “For  God  so  loved  the 
world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten 
Son”  means  to  them  that  He  gave  them 
insight  into  the  best  of  books  through  their 
finger  tips.  They  truly  say,  “Once  I  was 
blind,  but  now  I  can  see.” 

Choir  (sings  softly) : 

“Come  to  the  Light,  'tis  shining  for  thee ; 
Sweetly  the  Light  has  dawned  upon  me, 
Once  I  was  blind,  but  now  I  can  see. 

The  Light  of  the  world  is  Jesus.” 

Billy:  (with  a  great  deal  of  feeling.  Amber 
light)  If  we  could,  wouldn’t  we  all  just 
love  to  go  to  Jesus 
And  kneel  beside  his  bed, 

And  feel  those  hands  of  blessing 
Rest  softly  on  our  head? 

Billy  turns  to  the  right  side  of  the  plat¬ 
form,  followed  by  all  the  foreign  children. 
While  the  choir  sings  ‘'Silent  Night"  the 
Angels,  who  have  silently  come  to  the  plat¬ 
form,  withdraw  to  an  upper  level  of  the 
platform,  revealing  a  manger  scene  in 
tableau.  The  children  of  the  world  ‘‘kneel 
beside  His  bed."  As  the  second,  third,  and 
fourth  stanzas  of  “Silent  Night,  Holy 
Nighf  are  sung,  the  shepherds  and  Wise 
Men  come  and  kneel  in  adoration,  while 
more  angels  join  those  already  present. 


standing  above  the  kneeling  throng.  All  siy 
in  a  glorious.  Irininphant  fiiutle.  Inst  slansa. 


Query  Corner 

I.  Wliere  did  guests  eat  the  table  border? 

2  Where  were  callers  surprised. 

3.  What  pageant  was  given  by  children. 

4.  What  was  held  on  Sept.  25? 

5.  What  is  unique  in  five  states. 

6.  Who  always  wanted  a  camel  story. 

7.  Where  did  kisses  mean  something? 

8.  What  is  an  important  shop? 

g  Where  were  bloomers  a  surprise. 

10.  What  did  a  young  Mormon  preach. 

11.  Who  frequently  deny  having  husbands. 

12.  Where  did  snickers  change  to  reverence. 

13.  What  has  increased  ten  percent  m  four 
years? 

14.  What  tragedy  occurred  recently?  _ 

15  Where  were  Presbyterian  missionaries  re¬ 
quested  to  withdraw  from  their  fields? 

16.  What  is  it  hoped  all  church  women  will 
do? 

17.  What  are  two  observations  on  Mormon- 
ism? 

18.  Where  is  there  a  difference  in  time? 

19.  When  must  doctors  refuse  to  operate? 

20.  What  gift  can  the  poorest  offer? 

21.  What  did  a  sheik  say? 

22.  W^here  find  a  clue  to  radiant  living? 

23.  Why  did  the  missionary  wait  over  a  day? 

24.  Who  mailed  copies  of  Bible  prayers? 

25.  Whose  letters  are  asked  for? 

October  Answers  Were  Found — 

1.  Page  217,  column  i,  paragraph  2. 

2.  Page  230,  col.  2,  par.  2. 

3.  Page  211,  col.  I,  par.  3- 

4.  Page  224,  col.  2,  par.  1. 

5.  Page  227,  col.  I.  par.  2. 

6.  Page  230,  col.  2,  par.  3. 

7.  Page  220,  col.  1,  par.  i. 

8.  Page  222,  col.  i,  par.  4. 
g.  Page  214,  col.  i,  par.  4. 

10.  Page  223,  col.  I,  last  par. 

II.  Page  228,  col.  2,  par.  2. 

12.  Page  215,  col.  2,  par.  i. 

13.  Page  214,  col.  2,  last  par. 

14.  Page  225,  col.  I,  par.  4. 

15.  Page  219,  col.  I,  par.  i. 

16.  Page  212,  col.  I,  par.  1. 

17.  Page  221,  col.  2,  par.  2. 

18.  Page  214,  col.  I,  par.  i. 

19.  Page  226,  col.  I,  par.  2. 

20.  Page  216,  col.  I,  par.  i. 

21.  Page  209. 

22.  Page  213,  col.  I,  par.  3. 

23.  Page  235,  col.  I,  par.  2. 

24.  Page  234,  col.  I,  par.  2. 

25.  Page  233,  col.  I,  par.  4. 
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In  Interest  of  Foreign  Missions 
HOUSANDS  of  church  people  attended 
the  United  Foreign  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ences  in  Greater  New  York  Oct.  29-Nov.  3. 
Mass  meetings,  young  people’s  mass  meetings, 
women’s  meetings,  luncheons,  dinners,  interde¬ 
nominational  conferences,  and  separate  confer¬ 
ences  for  pastors  were  held  throughout  the 
city,  all  to  arouse  the  church  anew  to  the  vital 
importance  of  foreign  missions.  Dr.  E.  Stanley 
Jones,  Bishop  Root  of  China,  Miss  Lillian  L. 
Picken  of  India,  Dr.  Herman  Liu  of  China, 
Dr.  Yi-Fang  Wu,  first  Chinese  woman  presi¬ 
dent  of  Ginling  (China),  and  many  mission 
board  secretaries,  spoke  in  the  different 
churches,  at  clubs,  etc.  These  conferences  in 
the  interest  of  foreign  missions  are  being  con¬ 
ducted  in  large  centers  all  over  the  country 
this  fall  and  winter,  to  bring  foreign  missions 
to  the  attention  of  church  people  as  perhaps 
never  before.* 


guest  speakers  at  morning  and  afternoon  ses¬ 
sions  were  Miss  Mary  E.  Moore,  secretary 
for  Young  People  in  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  and  Miss  Martha  Skillia,  an  honor 
student  from  Alaska,  who  represented  the 
Board  of  National  Missions.  Reports  on  mis¬ 
sion  study,  children’s  work,  young  ^jeople’s 
work,  finances,  were  given  by  Miss  Cora  Cody, 
Mrs.  M.  Cruikshank,  Mrs.  N.  C.  Roy,  and 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Baker.  The  inspirational  service 
was  conducted  by  Mrs.  George  E.  Dunham. 
An  unexpected  visitor  was  the  editor  of 
Women  and  Missions,  who  spoke  briefly  on 
the  magazine.  A  young  .people’s  rally  and 
banquet,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Roy,  secretary 
for  young  people  in  the  presbyterial  society, 
crowded  the  dining  room  of  the  church  in  the 
evening  with  an  earnest  group  of  young  men 
and  women.  Miss  Moore  and  Miss  Skillia 
were  the  principal  speakers  here  also. 

The  Gift  Shop 


•  See  WoME.N  AND  Missions,  May,  1933,  p.  35- 

Leper  Missions’'  Annual  Meeting 
'■'THE  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Mis- 
sion  to  Lepers  was  held  in  Fi6th  Avenue 
Church'  in  New  York  Oct.  18  and  19.  Among 
the  speakers  at  the  various  sessions  were  Dr. 
J’ames  W.  McKean,  founder  and  for  many 
years  superintendent  of  the  Chiengmai  Leper 
Colony  in  Siam;  Dr.  A.  D.  Helser,  organizer 
of  the  Leper  Colony  and  traveling  clinics  in 
Nigeria;  Dr.  W.  Griffith  Evans,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  Leper  House,  Moulmein,  Burma;  Dr. 
Victor  G.  Heiser,  Far  East  director  of  the 
Rockefeller  Foundation  and  president  of  the 
International  Leprosy  Association;  Mrs.  W. 
M.  Danner,  who  told  of  the  recent  dedication 
of  Meriwether  Chapel  in  the  Virgin  Islands; 
Secretary  William  M.  Danner,  and  others.  Dr. 
Minot  C.  Morgan,  former  associate  pastor  of 
Fifth  Avenue  Church ;  Dr.  William  Jay  Schief- 
felin,  president  of  the  American  Mission  to 
Lepers,  and  Dr.  William  1.  Chamberlain,  the 
vice  president,  presided  at  the  various  ses¬ 
sions. 

Presbyterial  Holds  Mid-Winter 
Meeting 

UTICA  Presbyterial  Society  held  a  very 
successful  semi-annual  meeting  at  Clin¬ 
ton,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  6.  Beautiful  weather  brought 
a  large  attendance,  and  the  hospitality  of  the 
Stone  Church  women  and  a  carefully  planned 
program  made  the  day  a  delightful  one.  The 


H'^HE  Christmas  Gift  Shop  of  the  Board  of 
i  National  Missions  opened  its  season  Nov. 

1.  This  year  the  shop  is  located  in  the  balcony 
of  tlie  Book  Store  in  the  Presbyterian  Build¬ 
ing  (156  Fifth  Avenue)  in  New  York.  The 
articles  show  the  same  wide  variety  and  at¬ 
tractiveness  as  in  the  past  years. 

Gifts  purchased  through  the  Gift  Shop  arc 
of  direct  benefit  to  the  mission  field.  Since  the 
shop  was  opened  in  1927,  $12,620  has  been  sent 
back  to  schools,  community  centers,  and  in¬ 
dividuals  for  articles  -sold.  In  addition  $2,146 
has  gone  into  educational,  medical,  and  evan¬ 
gelistic  work  on  the  various  fields.  Thus  every 
purchase  benefits  not  only  the  buyer,  but  the 
mission  field  as  well. 

Letters  Desired 

T  ETTERS  of  Nettie  Fowler  McCormick, 
•L#  wife  of  Cyrus  Hall  McCormick,  inventor 
of  the  reaper,  are  desired  by  her  children.  For 
this  purpose  the  Nettie  Fowler  McCormick 
Biographical  Association  requests  that  persons 
having  any  of  her  writings  kindly  send  them 
to  the  address  below.  The  family  of  Nettie 
Fowler  McCormick  will  be  grateful  for  co¬ 
operation  and  glad  to  make  appropriate  pay¬ 
ment  for  sucli  papers.  Address  Nettie  Fowler 
McCormick  Biographical  Association,  664 
North  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  III. 

Content  not  thyself  that  tliou  are  virtuous  in 
general.  For  one  link  becoming  wanting,  the 
chain  is  defective. — Anon. 
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THE  LITERATURE  TABLE 


Central  Oastribnting  Department  of  tlie  Mission  Boards 

Order  literature,  Year  Books  of  Prayer,  etc.,  from  your  nearest  C.  D.  D.  office. 


Wabash  Ave. 
Chicago,  III. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
JANUARY— CHINA 
ON  THE  TOPIC 

Chinese  Play  Hour . os 

Game."!  and  storic.s  for  children. 

David  Gregg  Hospital . Free 

Glnllng  College  for  Women  (Quantity  limited).  .Free 

Huts  and  Homes  in  Rural  China . Free 

It's  Happening  in  Peiping . Free 

Presbyterian  Missions  In  China . 05 

Twins  Travelogues . So 

A  booklet  of  stories  with  sheets  of  colored 
pictures  to  be  cut  out. 

You  Are  Just  Like  Us . os 

A  story  of  Chinese  gentlewomen, 

PLAYS 


Color  Llne^  The  (6  char.  30  min.) . 

Deep  Waters  (13  char.  45  min.) . 

Honorable  Mrs.  Ling’s  Conversion,  The  (14  char. 

1  hr.) . 

Ho  Lantern  for  Wu  Lee  (16  char,  i  hr.) . 

Slave  Girl  and  School  Girl  (7  char.  30  min.)  — 

Tall  of  the  Dragon,  The  (s  char.  4S  uiin.) . 

Two  Masters  (8  char,  45  min.) .  . 

Wheelbarrowful  of  Life,  A  (ti  char,  as  min.)  — 
VISUAL  HELPS 

Note:  Plus  transportation  each  way. 

Write  for  catalogue. 

Stereoptlcon  Lectures  (colored  slides) 

9F — China  Today  and  Tomorrow  (Adults).  61 

slides  .  t.oo 

The  Christian  message  in  modern  China 
and  what  she  is  doing  witli  it. 

21F— Children  of  the  Flowery  Kingdom  (Chil¬ 
dren),  28  slides . 50 

Motion  Pictures  16  mm. 

China  Today  (3  reels).  First  reel,  $1.25.  Each 

additional  . ■■■■_ . 75 

(Each  reel  complete  in  itself.) 

Babes  in  Chinaland  (1  reel) .  1.25 

Picture  Enlargements 

Set  of  Nine  Enlargements  on  China.  16x20 
(Varied  scenes) 

These  may  be  obtained  from  the  New  \ork. 
Chicago  or  San  Francisco  depositories  and 
will  be  rented  at  25  cents  plus  postage. 
CHRISTMAS  SUGGESTIONS 

When  the  Christmas  Star  Shone  (Play) . 05 

A  lovely  play  for  children.  Language  simple 
and  beautiful.  Tlicme:  .Ml  the  children  in 
the  world. 

Chinese  Christmas  Story,  A . Free 

Christies  Around  the  World . Free 

Candy  and  Love  (Everyland  book  for  children)..  .25 


NATIONAL  MISSIONS 

JANUARY— NATIONAL  MISSIONS 
ON  THE  TOPIC 

Leaflets 

Annual  Report — .\bridgcd  Edition . >S 

Pith  and  Core . F^e 

Written  In  Lives . 

Reprint  of  Report  of  past  year  in  schools 
and  hospitals. 

According  to  the  Missionary . >5 

14  glimpses  of  National  Missions  through  in¬ 
terviews  with  missionaries. 

Traveling  Pictures— for  program  meetings 
The  Master  Teacher 
Sharing  the  Gospel 
The  Great  Physician 

Three  portfolios,  each  containing  ten  large 
pictures  {16x20)  with  accompanying  worship 
service  and  descriptive  material.  Order  in 
advance.  Rental,  25c.,  plus  postage  both  ways. 

Illustrated  Lectures— for  program  meetings 
Go  and  Tell  (Evangelistic)— Slides,  33 
As  Ye  Go,  Heal— (Medical)— Slides.  30 

;  Pattern  —  (Educational) 


According 
— Slides,  30 


worship  service.  Order  in 
advance,  Rental,  i.oo 

plus  transportation  both  ways. 

New  Leaflets 

In  the  Land  of  the  Laurel  (Mountain) . Free 

Let's  Go  to  Alaska . Free 

Christmas  Gift  Suggestions  for  Juniors 

Friendship  Paper  .Dolls— United  States . 25 

Picture  Map  of  the  United  States— with  cut¬ 
outs  —  (30  -x  s°)  . SO 

Jumping  Beans  (Child's  Edition) . Cloth,  1.00 

Windows  Into  Alaska  (Child's  Edition). ..Cloth,  .75 
Puerto  Rican  Neighbors  .  1.00 


LITERATURE  COMMON  TO  BOTH  BOARDS 

Officers’  Materials 

Handbook  for  Synodical,  Presbyterial,  and  Local  Officers . 

Secretary  for  Stewardship . 

Secretary  for  Membership . . 

Standards  of  Excellence  lor  Women’s  Societies . 

Year  Book  of  Prayer  for  Missions— 1934 . . 

May  be  sent  as  Christmas  gift,  with  personal  card,  if  desired, 

'^*A^^be^^itHu^°^bound'YiVtic  book 'giving'^  prayers,  and  meditations  from  great  periods 

the  history  of  the  Christian  Church. 


WOMEN  AND  MISSIONS 

Must  be  ordered  from,  and  checks  therefor  made  payable  to 
WOMEN  AND  MISSIONS,  Room  1032,  is6  Fifth  Avc.,  New  York  City 
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PROGRAM  FOR  JANUARY  MEETINGS 


CHINA—NATIONAL  MISSIONS 


The  January  meeting  is  the  last  chance  to  ensure 
the  best  Annual  Meeting  your  society  has  ever  had. 
the  last  opportunity  to  gather  all  the  loose  ends  of 
the  entire  year,  to  present  all  the  messages  which 
have  been  crowded  out  of  earlier  meetings.  It  is  a 
more  important  meeting  even  than  the  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing,  which  for  most  of  us  comes  in  February. 

The  time  available  for  presentation  of  field  program 
depends  upon  the  check-up  of  your  society’s  activities 
during  the  past  year,  reported  at  the  preceding  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  meeting.  (Would  that  every  Janu¬ 
ary  executive  committee  meeting  could  be  held  early 
in  December!) 

Build  your  program  on  questions  suggested  by  re¬ 
ports  at  that  meeting.  Perhaps  your  church  has  h.acl 
a  church  school  of  missions.  Is  your  society  to  have 
Mission  Study  Classes?  What  about  Goals,  or  society 
Objectives?  Many  societies  have  plans  for  special 
promotion  which  should  be  wisely  presented  and  fully 
discussed  at  the  first  program  meeting  of  the  new 
year. 


References:  Leadership  of  Adult  Mission  Study 
Groups  (.35) 

World  Service  Opportunities  for  Young 
People  (Free) 

How  to  Build  a  Program  (.05) 

Faith.  Fellowship  and  Future  (Free) 
Through  Opened  Doors  (Free) 

Eastern  Women  Today  and  Tomorrow 
(Paper,  .50) 

The  Never  Failing  Light  (Paper,  .60) 
How  Far  to  the  Nearest  Doctor  (Paper, 

•75) 

Standard  for  Excellence  (Free) 

World  Friendship  Reading  List  (Free) 
Materials  for  Missionary  Education 
(Free) 

The  Secretary  for  Membership  (Free) 
The  Secretary  for  Stewardship  (Free) 


Every  society  treasury  demands  most  prayerful 
study  at  the  January  meeting.  At  the  executive  meet- 
•  inE  held  previously,  make  a  careful  financial  survey. 
Know  exactly  how  much  must  be  secured  during  the 
last  quarter  to  complete  all  pledges;  carefuHy  esti¬ 
mate  your  resources.  In  some  sections,  the  financial 
situation  is  improving,  and  these  must  do  more  thwi 
they  promised  to  make  up  for  localities  where  the 
clouds  are  still  heavy.  Offer  to  help  your  treasurer 
to  make  charts  showing  exactly  how  much  must  be 
raised  by  March  3>st  to  complete  your  apportion¬ 
ment,  and  suggest  practical  plans  to  secure  money. 

At  this  Executive  Committee  meeting  appoint  a  spe¬ 
cial  committee  to  make  a  picture  map  of  the  United 
States  and  one  of  China,  also  to  gather  pictures  and 
curios.  All  of  this  takes  time,  but  the  more  wonieii 
and  young  people  j-ou  enlist,  the  better  will  be  the 
meeting.  ^E^ry  one  doing  something  is  advertising 
the  meeting. 

If  at  this  previous  executive  committee  meeting 
your  Stewardship  Secretary  reports  there  ''as  jjeen 
no  presentation  of  stewardship,  why  not  base  the  de¬ 
votional  service  of  your  meeting  on 
Partnership?”  (.10)  Or,  if  you  are  not  quite  happy 
about  the  place  Spiritual  Life  groups  appear  to  have 
taken  in  your  church,  base  your  "}«tl.latio  1  on  that 
theme.  The  material  on  Spiritual  Life  (groups  offered 
by  the  boards  is  very  suggestive  and  helpful. 

For  a  devotional  service  on  World  Peace,  “To  \  ou 
We  Throw  the  Torch"  (free  on  application)  is  rich 
in  suggestion. 

Any  of  these,  prayerfully  developed,  can  be  made 

a  tirnely  topic  for  the  prayer  service  of  the  firs 

meeting  of  the  New  Year.  Pick  ««  “'if. 

theme  that  will  bring  to  your  own  women  the  mes 
sace  which  will  deepen  their  faith,  cheer  their  hearts, 
give  their  lives  the  joy  Paul  writes  so  feelingly 
about  in  Phllippians. 


References:  In  Praise  of  the  Inexhaustible  Christ 

(.02  each) 

Spiritual  Life  Group  Packet  (.50) 
Ministry  of  Silence  &  Meditation 
Private  Prayer 
Great  Souls  at  Prayer 
“What  Lack  I  Yet?"  (Complete.  .30) 

With  the  devotional  theme  selected,  the  financial 
cooiieration  fully  prepared,  the  posters  and  curios 
planned,  the  presenUtion  of  special  society  activities 
arranged,  there  will  be  far  too  little  time  left  for  the 
missionary  topics,  But  much  can  be  accomplished  in 
a  very  short  time.  Avoid  a  long  meeting  and  a 
crowded  program.  The  maps,  pictures,  curios  and 
IKisters  attractively  arranged  will  be  telling  their  own 
.story. 


NATIONAL  MISSIONS 

Have  a  snappy,  five  minute  talk  on  National  Mis¬ 
sions  based  on  the  Annual  Report,  pages  12-18. 

Dramatize  briefly  the  school  or  hospital  you  help 
to  support — our  women  crave  specific  and  definite  in¬ 
formation,  so  give  it  to  them. 

If  your  members  are  well  informed  about  the  work 
they  support  and  demand  variety,  take  the  sketches, 
“From  920  to  China,”  in  March  1933  Women  and 
Missions,  and  “Farewell  America,”  in  the  _  August 
number,  and  have  two  women  tell  these  stones,  con¬ 
necting  the  idea  of  our  Christian  Chinese  here  and 
our  Chinese  in  China  all  working  together  for  King¬ 
dom  growth. 


References:  Pith  and  Core  (Free) 

Written  in  Lives  (.10)  Or.  Abridged 
Edition  of  the  Annual  Report  (.15) 
Cut-Outs  from  Missionary  Interviews 

(•03)  .  .  ^  ^ 

According  to  the  Missionary  (.15) 

The  Turquoise  Way  and  Other  Mono¬ 
logues  (.20) 


CHINA 

Again  a  vivid,  five  minute  map  talk,  including  out¬ 
standing  physical  characteristics,  locating  briefly  our 
seven  missions  in  China,  your  own  special  work  (if 
you  have  any  there)  and  the  place  where  live  and 
work  the  missionaries  listed  in  our  Year  Book  for  the 
day  your  meeting  is  in  session— also  give  any  other 
point  of  possible  interest  to  members  of  your  society. 
With  work,  this  feature  of  your  program  can  be  of 
compelling  interest.  Make  China  a  real  place,  actual¬ 
ly  our  neiglibor. 

Sherwood  Eddy  and  Dr.  Stanley  Jones  agree  that 
“China  is  the  world’s  greatest  evangelistic  opportunity 
at  present.  Why?"  Have  those  words  attractively 
printed  in  large  letters  so  that  all  can  read,  and  cl^ose 
your  program  with  a  brief  discussion  of  that  idea. 
Wisely  guided,  with  a  little  previous  coaching,  this 
could  be  made  of  deep  interest  to  your  women. 

References:  Presbyterian  Missions  in  China  (.05) 

It's  Happening  in  Peiping  (Free) 

Huts  and  Homes  in  Rural  China  (Free) 
David  Gregg  Hospital  (Free) 

You  Are  Just  Like  Us  (.05) 

Many  brief  prayers,  a  verse  of  familiar  hymns, 
and  your  vital  interest  will  make  a  meeting  most 
worth  while. 

Suggested  Hymns:  America,  the  Beautiful, 

O,  Jesus  I  have  promised, 
America. 

In  Christ  There  is  no  East  or 
West. 

— Jui-iA  Fraser. 
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WOMEN  AND  MISSIONS 

CHANGES  IN  THE  MISSIONARY  FORCE 


December 


Please  uolc  the  foUowhuj  chamjes  in  your  Year  Book  of  Prayer  a^ui  so  keep  it  up  to  dale. 

home  affairs,  deaths,  bring  constant  change  in  home  ani  foreign  fields. 


Marriage,  illttess. 


F&resgn  Field 


Al  New  York,  Sept.  25 — Clnra  Lloyd  from  India. 

Address,  156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York,  N. 

At  Seattle,  Sept.  26— Nettie  R.  Dejoiig  frorn  China. 

Address,  7s  West  jotli  St.,  Holland,  Mich. 

At  San  Francisco,  July  25 — Jean  Delmarter  from 
Chosen.  Address,  Ben  Lomond,  Calif. 

At  Laredo,  Texas,  Aug.  12 — Mrs.  R.  A.  Brown 
from  Mexico.  Address,  606  University  St., 
Wooster,  O. 

At  Key  West,  Fla.,  Oct.  ii— Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Crooks  from  Siam.  Address,  P.O.  Cox  165, 
Penney  Farms,  Fla. 


From  Portland,  Sept.  27— Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Coen 
and  children  returning  to  Chosen. 

From  Los  Angeles,  Sept.  17— Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  I-. 
Steiner  and  daugliter  returning  to  Clnna. 

Oct.  IS— Rev.  and  Mrs.  D- 
children  returning  to  China. 

Retirements: 

Manuella  1).  Morton  from  Central  China  Mission. 
Mr.  and*  Mrs.  K.  C.  Waddell  from  South  Brazil 
Mission. 


Marriage: 

Mamie  L.  Berry  of  Kiangan  Mission  to  Dr.  Logan 
H.  Roots  at  Kuling,  China,  Aug.  iS- 


From  New  York,  Oct.  2 — Rev.  F.  M.  Grissett  re¬ 
turning  tb  Africa. 

Oct.  12 — May  J.  Taylor  returning  to  Africa. 

Oct.  14— Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Browning  return¬ 
ing  to  Chile. 

Oct.  20 — Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  L.  Smith  and  children 
returning  to  Philippines. 

Oct.  3: — Elizabeth  Reynolds  returning  to  Persia. 

From  New  Orleans,  Oct.  9 — Etta  McClung  returning 
to  Mexico. 


Births: 

To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Dickson  of  Showchow, 
China,  a  daughter,  Mary  Ray.  May  29. 

To  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  McGaffin  of  Ningpo, 
China,  a  son.  James  Farr,  Sept.  22. 

To  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Eakin  of  Petchabnn, 
Siam,  a  son,  Oct.  ai. 


Death  : 

Mrs.  George  P.  Doolittle,  formerly  of  Syria  Mis¬ 
sion,  Oct.  19-  -  .  ^ 

W.  S.  Vannemaii,  M.D.,  of  Tabriz,  Persia,  Oct.  29. 


Ncs-tioftal  Field 


Appointments: 

Erma  Baronovitch  to  Haines  House,  Haines,  Alaska. 
Daniel  Vasquez  to  Chacon,  N.  M. 

Rev.  William  R.  McKim  to  Asheville  Normal  and 
Teachers  College,  Asheville,  N.  C. 


Resignations:  ,,  .  ,  , 

Margaret  Clarke  from  Sage  Memorial  Hospital, 
Ganado,  Ariz.  .  „  ' 

Pearl  Mark  from  Wooton  Community  Lenter, 
Wooton,  Ky. 


■‘Joy  To  the  World,  the  Lord  Is  Come” 

By  Ida  J,  Wight 


Mrs  Calvin  Wight  is  stationed  at  Tengchow.  i 
in  1900.  Mrs.  Wight  has  a  wide  circle  c 

CHRISTMAS  Eve.  The  sun  was  just  set¬ 
ting  behind  the  low-lying  hills.  The  mules 
jogged  their  way  along  the  slippery,  snowy 
roads— slowly,  too  slowly,  to  reach  the  jour¬ 
ney's  end  before  nightfall.  Christmas  Eve ! — 
and  still  traveling! 

In  the  field,  as  we  passed,  a  shepherd  was 
keeping  watch  over  his  flock.  Were  those  wise 
men.  jogging  along  just  ahead  of  us?  And 
were  these  magi,  these  men  tramping  in  single 
file  along  the  beaten  patli  by  the  roadside? 

At  nightfall  we  turned  into  the  crowded 
yard  of  the  inn.  As  the  innkeeper  lifted  the 
mule  litter  down  from  the  backs  of  the  mules, 
eager  for  their  mangers,  he  shouted  to  us, 
above  the  noise  of  braying  donkeys,  barking 
dogs,  and  the  sound  of  many  voices,  “There  is 
no  room  in  the  inn!” 

Thus  was  accorded  to  us  the  privilege  of 


n  the  Shantung  Mission  of  China.  Appointed 
)f  friends  both  in  China  and  America. 

spending  the  birth  night  of  our  King  under  the 
shelter  of  the  mat  covering  of  the  gypsy  litter, 
and  of  looking  up  into  the  sky.  “Lo,  a  bright 
star  in  the  East !  Come  to  my  heart,  Lord 
Jesus  i” 

Early  in  the  morning,  right  at  my  side,  the 
first  sight  that  greeted  glad  eyes  was  a  wooden 
manger.  It  was  empty.  "The  dayspring  from 
on  high  hath  visited  us!” 

What  wonder  that  later  on  Christmas  morn¬ 
ing,  in  the  voices  of  the  children  in  the  little 
school  at  Si  Ju,  Shantung,  there  was  a  new 
note  as  we  sang  together  “Joy  to  the  world, 
the  Lord  is  come!” 


There  is  no  way  to  attain  to  greater  meas¬ 
ures  of  grace  than  to  live  up  to  the  little  grace 
one  has. — Thomas  Brooks. 


Chinese  Rhymes  for  Children.  Translated  by 
Isaac  Taylor  Headland.  Fleming  H. 
Revell  Co.  Price  $2.00 
Tliis  book  will  make  a  deligliU'ul  Christmas 
gift  for  the  child  from  four  to  leu  years  old. 
It  is  a  successor  to  the  author’s  previous 
books,  Cliiucse  Mollicr  Goose  Rhyjiics  and  The 
Chi)icse  Boy  and  Girl.  Not  only  the  quaint  and 
delightful  rhymes,  but  the  delightful  pictures 
by  Sui  Wesley  Chan,  which  illustrate  every 
page,  will  entice  young  readers.  A  few  rhymes 
in  tiic  book  have  been  drawn  from  India,  Japan 
and  Korea,  and  a  preface  bj'  the  author  ex¬ 
plains  many  of  the  rhymes  to  the  adult, 

Let  There  Be  Light.  A  Pageant  Drama.  By 
Elliot  Field.  American  Bible  Society, 
New  York.  Price  $.25. 

This  pageant  drama  is  written  b3'  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Springfield 
Gardens.  N.  Y.,  who  has  written  many  plays 
for  the  Missionary  Education  Movement  and 
the  mission  boards.  His  interest  in  the  drama 
ns  a  field  for  the  presentation  of  biblical  ami 
religious  truth  has  been  shown  many  times 
in  liis  own  local  church,  and  he  is  the  organ¬ 


izer  and  vice  president  of  the  Religious  Drama 
of  Greater  New  York.  This  pageant  was  writ¬ 
ten  primarilj-  for  the  use  of  the  churches  on 
Universal  Bible  Sunda.v,  Dec.  10;  but  It  is 
suitable  for  any  other  time  of  year,  for  a 
weeknighi  or  a  Sunday  evening  service, 

Problems  of  Race 

An  important  scries  of  articles  on  race  rc- 
■  hitions  is  appearing  just  now  in  tlie 
IToinaiis  Press.  The  September  number  con¬ 
tained  the  first  article,  by  Bruno  Lasker,  on 
“Race  Relations  as  a  World  Problem.”  The 
October  number  printed  an  article  by  Marion 
Cuthbert,  and  it  is  announced  that  other  articles 
will  follow.  The  Press  offers  sub¬ 

scriptions  at  a  dollar  for  six  months:  address 
iro;jia)i,v  Press.  600  Lexington  Avenue,  New 
York. 

-Mong  the  same  line  of  thought,  attention  is 
called  to  a  new  book  by  Alain  Locke,  The 
Xegro  in  ehnerica,  which  is  No.  68  in  the 
.American  Library'  Association's  series,  “Read¬ 
ing  With  a  Purpose.”  This  can  be  secured 
from  the  .American  Library  Association,  520  N. 
Michigan  .Avenue,  Chicago. 


From  the  Southern  Mountains 

"I  made  a  trip  to  visit  the  old  doctor  last  month.  Tt  meant  a 
nine  mile  walk  on  a  hot  day,  but  it  was  worth  it  to  get  such  a 
reception  as  he  gave  me.  I  fitted  him  nicely  with  a  heavy  winter 
suit,  a  pair  of  good  shoes  and  three  pairs  of  socks. 

■'Your  department  made  it  possible  to  provide  the  suit  for  him. 
but  it  was  I  who  saw  the  tears  in  his  eyes.  It  was  I  who  felt  his  . 
arms  around  my  neck.  It  was  my  cheek  he  kissed  (who  cares 
about  a  nine  mile  walk  on  a  hot  day)  ! 

■'Old  Doctor  Bob,  as  he  is  called,  is  now  in  his  seventieth  year, 
with  money  enough  on  his  books  to  keep  him  in  comfort.  Rut  he 
has  liad  to  do  without  even  a  cup  of  coffee  at  times  in  recent  days, 
for  he  just  cannot  collect  the  amounts  due  him  from  the  people  of 
this  section,  who  are  in  need.” 

In  order  that  our  missionaries  may  give  aid  in  this  difficult 
period,  the  Office  of  Specific  Work  of  the  Board  of  National  Mis¬ 
sions  is  appealing  to  the  constituency  to  .share  used  clothing  in 
good  condition.  Persons  wishing  to  do  so  will  please  write  Miss 
Gertrude  Vint,  Board  of  National  Missions,  156  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  City,  for  names  and  addresses,  stating  the  .sizes  of 
articles  of  clothing  they  wish  to  donate,  etc. 
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Board  of  National  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America 

Consisting  of  forty-nine  members,  of  whom  thirty-three  ore  men  and  sixteen  are  women. 


Mrs.  Robert  P.  Rates 
Mrs.  John-  AI.  Ueatty 
Mbs.  J-red  S.  Bennett 
Mrs.  C.  liUBNS  Craig 
Mrs.  UALni  W.  Harbison 


President 

REV.  JOSEPH  A.  VANCE.  D.D. 

Pice  Presidents 
MRS.  FRED  S.  BENNETT 
MR.  ROY  M.  HART 

IVotnan's  Committee 
Miss  Emma  Jessie  Ogc.  Chairman 
Mrs.  William  Hunter 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Kerr 
Mrs.  Norman  S.  Lewis 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Louderbouoh 
Miss  Elinor  K.  Purves 


Mbs.  Henry  C.  Swearingen 
Mrs.  Rush  Taggart 
Mrs.  Lynn  T.  White 
Mrs.  Alfred  C.  Wilson 
Mrs.  S.  1).  Wingate 


WOMEN  OFFICERS 

Miss  Ann  Elizabeth  Taylor . Secretary,  Missionary  Snfl/'ort.  lyomcn's 

Miss  Gertrude  Vint . Secrctarv  for  Specific  iKDie 

Miss  Esther  M.  McRueb . Secretary  for  Yotiug  People  s  iVork 

^iISS  Mabel  11.  Sheiblky . Secretary  for  £rfiiYofJO’H  oiid  Piiblictty 

Mi.ss  Edna  JL  Voss . Srcielory,  5<r/i<?c>/j  _nii<i  Hospitals 

Miss  Anna  M.  Scott . Assistant  Secretary,  Schools  and  Hospitals,  Personnel 

Miss  Katharine  E.  Gladfelter . Assistant  Secretary.  Schools  and  Hospitals 

^^RS.  Agne.s  B.  Snively . Field  Representative,  Work  for  Colored  People 

Miss  Marjorie  E.  \V.  Smith . FiVW  Representative,  Work  for  Colored  People 

Miss  Mary  W.  Torrence  . ' .  Assistant  Treasurer 

WOMEN  DISTRICT  SECRETARIES 

liasicru . Miss  Ann  Elizabeth  Taylor,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  Yojk.  .y.- 

North  Central . Miss  R.  Marie  Preston,  Room  1310,  77  W.  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  lll- 

Soiillient . Miss  Ellanore  Ewing,  1O03  Arcade  Btiiiding,  St.  Loins,  Mo. 

Pacific . Mrs.  Francis  E.  Bancroft,  228  McAllister  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America 


Consisting  of  forty  meiii&Frj,  of  ic/iohi  twenty-five  are  men  ai 
President 

REV.  CHARLES  R.  ERDMAN.  D.D. 
Pice  Presidents 

MISS  MARGARET  E.  HODGE 
MR.  JAMES  M.  SPEERS 

Woman's  Committee 
Miss  Margaret  E.  Hodge,  C/iai>»iia»i 
K.  Mrs.  William  Van  V.  Hayes 
Mrs.  John  Harvey  Lee 
Miss  Belle  W.  Lobenstine 
Mrs.  H.  Walforo  Martin 


Mrs.  Pierce  A.  Chamberlain. 
.Mrs.  John  11.  Finley 
Mrs.  Daniel  J.  Fleming 
Mrs.  Howard  Crosby  Foster 
Mrs.  Samvel  ILvmilton,  Jr. 


Mrs.  Minot  C.  Morgan 
Mrs.  DuBois  Morris 
Mrs.  Delavan  L.  Pierson 
Mrs.  Charles  K.  Kuys 
Mrs.  Lucy  Lepper  Shaw 


Miss 

Miss 

Miss 

Miss 

Mrs. 


Advisory  Members 

.  William  C.  Willets,  California  Mbs.  Cleland  B.  McAfee,  New  I  ork 
.  I.  W.  Carey,  iDin»i«olo  Mrs.  W.  H.  HEpREN,  Oklahoma 

.  Lee  H.  W'akefield,  Washington  Mrs.  John  L.  Myers,  Missouri 

WOMEN  OFFICERS 

Irene  Sheppard . Secretary.  Foreign  Deparimeni 

Gertrude  Schultz . i’ccrcforv,  Home  Base  Deparimeni 

Mary  E  Moore  . Secretary,  Young  People’s  Department 

Helen  . . Associate  Treasurer 

Ruth  Elliott . Assistant  Secretary.  Specific  Work  Department 

Andrew  Todd  Taylor,  Mrs.  James  Ducuio,  Jr.,  Mrs.  K.  M.  Cjraham 

Field  Secretaries 


WOMEN  DISTRICT  SECRETARIES 

Eastern . Miss  Gertrude  Schultz,  156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Central . Miss  Ann  T.  Reid,  77  W.  Washington  St..  Chicago,  III. 

Pac^J^c . Miss  Marcia  Kerr,  228  McAllister  St..  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


From  - ^ - 

N.T.Sun  Luckless  Assyrians. 

6/8/34The  plan  to  transfer  the  Assy¬ 
rians  from  Irak,  where  they  have 
been  subjected  to  persecution,  to 
Brazil,  which  offered  to  provide 
land  for  a  large  number  of  them, 
has  been  brought  to  a  standstill 
for  lack  of  money  to  pay  their 
traveling  expenses.  At  one  time 
there  was  opposition  to  the  plan 
because  It  was  reported  that  the 
site  of  the  settlement  selected 
for  the  Assyrians  was  hot  and 
damp,  and  the  question  was  raised 
whether  a  race  of  mountaineers 
*ould  live  in  such  a  climate.  The 
<tebate  over  this  now  seems  to  have 
been  a  waste  of  energy,  for  they 
cannot  get  away  from  Irak  to  go 
anywhere.  *. 

Gr«t  Britain,  to  which  the  As-  i 

Syrians  looked  for  protection  after 
Irak  was  set  up,  offered  to  pay 
part  of  the  cost  of  moving  the 
i  refugees,  and  Irak  also  pledged 
I  itself  to  give  something  toward 
1  the  fund.  These  contributions 
were  contingent  on  raising  the  rest 
of  the  required  money  elsewhere. 
This  has  hot  heeh  accomplished, 
land  the  Assyrians  appear  to  he 
condemned  to  languish  with  no 
evidence  of  the  world’s  sympathy 
more  tangible  than  expressions  of 
encouragement  and  appeals  to  he 
I  manly.  ^ 


